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FI RE PREVENTI ON

CGeneral Policy: The University Safety Manager is charged with ensuring that UTD is in
conpliance with all applicable fire safety regulations. Additional, the Physica
Pl ant works closely with outside agenci es having expertise in fire prevention.

However, an effective fire prevention programis only as good as those utilizing UTD
facilities nake it. By properly assum ng responsibility toward fire prevention and
abi ding by the follow ng guidelines, each menber of the University can assist the
Safety Ofice to assure UTD has an effective fire prevention programin force:

1. Make sure that personal habits do not create a condition that could cause a
fire. Most fires at UTD arise fromthe carel ess use and di sposal of cigarettes,
cigars, and pipe snoking remains.

2. |If flammabl e, toxic, explosive, or otherw se dangerous materials are being used,
t hey should be handled in an approved manner, observing all appropriate safety
precauti ons.

3. At least two (2) avenues of escape should be provided fromany area in which
hazardous naterials, machines, or processes are contained. Hallways and exits
nmust be kept free of obstructions to a width of six (6) feet at all tines.

4. Be familiar with the |ocation and operation of fire extinguishers in your work
area. |If there are questions regarding the operation of fire extinguishers,
contact the Safety Office (Ext. 2141).

5. Know how to properly report a fire and protect others with appropriate warnings.

6. In the event of a fire, do not panic. Renmmin calmand evacuate the hazardous
area unl ess you are requested by proper authorities to assist in fighting the
fire. The saving of your own life, the |ives of others, and val uabl e property
may depend upon your actions before a fire gains serious headway.

7. Al stairwell doors should be kept closed at all tines.




DATE | SSUE REVI SI ON PAGE
9/29/97 1 G9-130.1

- SUBJECT

ADMINISTRATIVE UNI VERSI TY SAFETY AND FI RE PREVENTI ON
POLICIES AND PROCEDURES MANUAL

SUB-TOPIC

FI RE PREVENTI ON, Conti nued

A

Reporting of Fires: Report all fires. Mny fires that were considered out have
restarted!

Remove peopl e from danger of the fire.

Alert help by calling “911" and activating the fire alarm system

Contain the fire's location by closing doors.

Extinguish the fire if possible and if you feel confortable doing so.

Use of Fire Extinguishers: Even though University facilities are equipped with
alarns (and sprinkler systems in selected areas), a need still exists for
portable fire extinguishers accessible and ready for energency use. Fire
extingui shers are located in all public areas, mechanical roons, and

| aboratories and are serviced regularly to ensure proper operating standards are

mai nt ai ned.

Most of the fire extinguishers on campus are able to handle a variety of fire
situations and are classified as Multiple ABC. This allows the individual using
t he extingui sher the confidence of knowi ng that they are using the correct
extingui sher for the appropriate fire. The only exceptions to this are in
certain laboratories that have conbustible netals (Class D) and sel ected areas
that have halon fire extinguishers for protection of very delicate equi pnent.
NOTE: Hal on extingui shers will be phased out over the next few years due to the
current ban on the production of the hal on product.

Fire extinguishers are easy to use and hands-on training is offered by the
Safety OFfice. Wen using an extinguisher, renenber to use the PASS net hod.

P Pull the pin fromthe extinguisher and have your back to an exit!

A Aimthe extinguisher at the base of the fire that is about 5 to 7
feet away from you.

S Squeeze the handl e of the extinguisher

S Sweep the base of the fire.

Be aware that the extinguisher has a very |imted anmobunt of extinguishing agent
init and may only last for as little as eight (8) seconds. The actua
di scharging tine depends on the size of the extinguisher.
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Extingui shers cone in a wide variety of classes, each designed to conbat certain
kinds of fires. Each extinguisher is clearly marked as to its class and should
be used to fight fires only as indicated. C asses of fire extinguishers are:

G ass “A’ ext i ngui shers are used on conmon fires: wood, paper, rubber and nany
plastics. They contain water, |oaded stream foam or a conbination
of dry chemi cal s.

Cass “B” extingui shers are suitable for fires of flammble |iquids, gasses,
and greases. They hold | oaded stream foam conpressed gases
(bromotrifluoronet hane and carbon di oxide), dry chemicals,
mul ti purpose dry chemicals, and vapori zing |iquids.

Cass “C extingui shers are designed prinmarily for fires stemming from or
surroundi ng el ectrical equipment. Spraying water on this kind of
bl aze could electrocute the fire fighter; what is needed is an
ext i ngui sher wi th nonconducting flanme suppressants.

Cass “D extingui shers work well on fires involving conbustible netals such
as magnesium titanium zirconium sodium and potassium The
nanepl ate on each extingui sher should explain its relative
ef fecti veness for each kind of netal fire.

Contact the Safety Office (Ext. 2141) if fire extinguisher training, the

addition of units, or servicing is required.

C. Use of Fire Hoses: Fire hoses may be located in building corridor areas. They
shoul d only be used by trai ned personnel
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