Chess in Popular Culture
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What do the following all have in common?

Hint: they’re not just good at chess!
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Chess & Investing




Necessary skills overlap

Critical thinking / Pattern recognition

Calm under pressure

Vision / Awareness of opponent’s ideas

Preparation / Perseverance / Pragmatism

Decisiveness




Critical thinking / Pattern recognition
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Stavros latridis. Problem 164.
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Calm under pressure

It’s much harder to make good decisions if there is:

*Pressure — opponent on attack (or shareholders)
eLots of uncertainty on future moves
eLimited time to make a decision

Need to have to FOCUS and trust your INTUITION




Vision / Awareness of opponent’s ideas

We all know that in chess one must have a vision for the pieces, a plan
to execute, a sense of how opponent will react and most importantly to
keep the big picture in mind while dealing with the move-by-move

—in investing and entrepreneurship these
qualities are even more important

Steve Jobs. Source: Apple



Perseverance
Pragmatism

The 3 P’s of winning the close ones

Whether it’s studying games in chess or reading research/analyzing companies
Must work harder than the competition!

-
World Ch ship Mexis
S T el (1) Svidler,P (2735) - Leko,P (2751) [C89)
WCh Mexico City MEX (2), 14.09.2007
[Mihodl Marin]
Led &5 2 N3 Neb 3.BbS ab 4.Bad N6 5.0.0 Be7 6.Rel b5 7.Bb3
0-0 8.¢3 A principial duel between twro Marshall specialists is always
mteresting to watch
8...d5 9.exdS NxdS 10.Nxe5 NxeS 11.Rxe5 ¢6 12.44 Bd6 13.Rel
Qhd 14.g3 Qh3 15.0e21? Astomshngly, thus seems to be a new move:
In the man line, 1es to place his bichop on the exposed
e3-square. With Iz last move, Swidler expresses his belef that the
hagher prionty is to expell the enemy queen from s threatening pestion.
15.. Bgd 16.0Qf1 QhS 17.Nd2 Rae8 18 Rxel Rxef 19.13 BIS
20.Ned In some other bnes, White gladly places a rock on this square,
B EE offering an exchange sacrifice which Black accepts only rarely.
Instaling a kraght here is @ great achievenent for Whate
Poston after 15, Qdl-e2 o
20...Bc7 [A fine tactical point 55 that Black cannot win the pawn back
Suder] - Leko ¥ with 20... Exted 7 21 fred Fared because afber 22 B41 Qgh (Forced)
Selfand,B - Grischule & 23.Be2 he loses an exchange. An mpressive demonstration of the fores
AronianT, - Anand.V of two bishops. ]
Eramnik ¥ - Meorozench
21L.Bd2 Qg6 22.Rel [White burries to complete hus development.
Actually, itis not entirely clear whether the modestly locking 22 Be2 ,
All games on this page as PG here consobdatng the kanght, was eatirely wrong |

Cenerated with ChessBase 50 93 Ryed 33 Ruced White had several tempting contimsations at his

www.chessbase.com



Decisiveness

When the time comes (and it always comes—key is to know when)
decisions must be made and quickly.

The champions are the ones who can assess the risk/rewards the fastest and
with greatest accuracy




Chess has been making inroads into education in

the U.S. — but lots more room to go

e Several programs where chess is taught during the school
hours, like Math or English.

 Many more schools have very developed after-school chess
programs.

e Chess is one of the best ways to develop critical thinking,
reading comprehension as well as abilities to think outside
the box.

* Numerous chess masters have gone on to become very
successful at other professions, especially finance.

There is no reason why there shouldn’t be a
chess program in every school in the U.S.
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