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No mere pawn, MDCC battles chess kings Page 2 of 2

"There's this crucial point in a chess game where your opponent knows that you know that he feels that
he's lost," Sherman said. ~ " At that point he is psychologically broken."

Under collegiate chess rules, Sherman is allowed to have professionals on his team.

"It's true they get the good players because they offer scholarships,” Lopez said. ' " Not all universities are
able to do this. But that's just the way it is. You get used to it." 2=4

By the standard Hollywood formula, the MDCC team -- plucky, earnest, overmatched -- should be a lock for
the win.

Real life, of course, is never so neat. After six hours of play Saturday, Lopez had a tense, laboriously
constructed impasse explode in his face when his opponent crashed through his pawn line; his teammates
had all already lost. UMBC 4, MDCC 0.

The University of Chicago lost to UTD by the same score.

Sherman and Lépez chanced to meet after the match. "You know, Baltimore is really beautiful now,"
Sherman said. ' ' The weather's just great."

The Final Four of College Chess resumes at 9 a.m. today at the World Chess Hall of Fame, 13755 SW 119th
Ave. in Miami. '

© 2005 The Miami Herald and wire service sources. All Rights Reserved.
htp:/“www miami.com



