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ve 4 same of chess with daoehrer Eristing, 15, in their Richardson apaftment a5 daughtor Maring, 19, watches



Rade Milovanovic plays a game ol chess with daughter Kristina, 15, in their Richardson apasument as daughrer Marina, 19, warches.

MAKING His MOVE

Chess master Rade Milovanovic needed a good strategy
to get his family out of war-torn Yugoslavia

By David Tarrant

Sl Worsier il The Dl Mioreing e
hey met &l the Tozla Hotel They
slipped out of their homes and apart-
menis, hwrrying along the deserted

sireets of 8 city battered by mortar
and artillery shelling, listening for
the whistle of & #tray bullet from an
UNSEEn Sniper.

They gathered inside the old ban-
quel room o feast on chess. Thesc
men, of differenl ethinic back-

grounds and faiths, did what chess players everywhere do:
They played fTournaments, Ingfesd of money, lhe prizes were a
chicken g ssck of potatoss or, rarest of all, 3 bottle of conking
oil —one of the scarcest and most expensive items during the
war in Bosnis

When power went out, which was often, they played in
canibelight snd wore overcosts towerd off the cold, Bat they
were able o leawe behind i only for & few hoors, the madness
otlside.

“People played chess o forpet They pleyed chess becanss
it feit frke normal times,” says Rade Milovanovic,

]

Before Lhe war, Rade was posod to become 8 grandmester,

the highesi ranking in chess. From bis home in Bosnia, which

ON THE WEB

Fior & ieh wilh Boade Milovanoes, sisit dailas
memshod i wsEing Rada's chess Wabr sits
chick on “Chess links ®

PO Alza, tar I‘"-nm
0 feEaechass o ard

was part of the Yugoslav federation, he played in lournaments
all over Europe against the greatest pldyers in the world.

Then, in the early 198908, war tore Yigoalavia apart Ethnic
hatred shredded Boania's intricate quilt of Serb, Crost and
Muslim culteres. Pamilies like his cormiwers lefi foiiry 1o gath-
er up the looge ends.

For Rade {pronounced Rah-day), now 45, chess served 23
his lifeline during the war, It kept hing'in touch with ofher
chess players of all nationalities who gave one angther ema
tional support Meying end studying chess Eept him sane and
focused as the fighting approached higcity, a5 work stopped.
% the bombing slarted,

And when he [ound himself soddanly separated from his
children and facing the dorkest moment of his life. he tarned
to chess the way & Mower larns 1o the sin.

Chess had always taughl Bade to think in a logical way, al-
ways with the big pleture in mind. It @sght him how to weigh
each aption when faced with.a complex and difficalt situs-
tinm.

Bot in the fog of war, cholces weré rarely clear<ut. In the
epring of 1592 Hade's two daughters were staying wilh their
Plegse see MAKING on Page &F

Photography by Cheryl Diay Meyer
The Dhallas hlorming Bl

Chess provided precious supporn. durnmy the war

Buosnia
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danghter.”

When the first of Yugoslavia's re-
publics, SHovenia, declared e indapen-
dence in 1990 and skirmished with feder-
al Lropes, Fade gave i Lifile thought'

*1 am thinking, 0K, it cannot be that
had iFs Enrope. We ere in & new millen-
niom almast The polificians will Gl
SoHTee ol otioms "

A few momthe leter, war broke vul in
Crostie "S5l we're thinkmg. T won'l be
m Boenia ™™

Then I April 1997, war came 10
Bosnis “Bat we are still thinking. "Not
here in Toxlal ™

a

I May 1992, Tuela was in a vulners-
bic position, surroanded on all sides by
warring Serbs, Croats and Muslima in
chcss terms, Turla was “in check ”

The cily was Mooded with refogess.
They brought horrifying sfories of mur-
der, tortore and rape by gengs of peramil-
ity seldiers, Bade's neighbors dog
tomb sheliers and stored food in besc-
menlL

Every summer, Rade'’s parents took
the chikiren from Toxda to fheir cottage
in Banjs Koviljaca 5 smaell =pa lown in
Serhis shout 3 miles sway. They decided
the children shonld po there immediaie-
Is.

They left on May 10, 1992 The noad he-
tween Serbia end Bosnia was 510 open
Fade drove hiz parents and his dsughters
in his Russion-made sedan loadad with
toyE end returned Lhe same day.

Rade’s wile planned o join them m s
few weeks. Bul MNve daya Lster, the war
came o Turla Ingide thatr apariment,
Paxde and his wife conld hese maching
gur fine amd moriar shells pounding the
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TR s s LONLRCHCS (EIONE 1 S20 My
daughters " she says

Wark stopped. They huddled in their
mLLihc?u-_rmt&mingthe
w.mermdmﬂﬂ:mmw:mm
am]abkm]rafﬁh:urslduj,i[lhut
Thtn_-mmuh:criul-_r.limhm
e oodd

“mjezana’s sister in Switreriand, who
mﬂﬂjngﬁtphmennlhmm
Serhig

.- In the gloom of their spartment i
ways of reuniting with their children,
utumm.inurﬂummﬂdng
across Rosnis inlo Crostis was out of the
quui:llltmumpuﬁngﬁlmughm-i-
lory contested by Boanian Sert and Croae
1mnp|.Wiﬂrllﬂ'lI|m:|limﬂmuﬂ
h—hhl.mnlmq:.‘Imuidmmaknﬂ:ls-
trip.” she says flatly.

For Hade, traveling anywhere
hrwghﬂh:riﬁnlpﬂingpﬂwupﬁw
military service — by any one of severs|
armics The Bosnians hed tricd o forse
hiruin.tnamilim-yumiﬂﬁruﬂmhrhad
mmmﬂmm.-ﬁmh@
Ernnaﬁ'm_‘m:chmfﬂﬂuﬂuthm
Ihﬁﬂrilﬂtf!ﬁﬂimﬂms—mu]l}'
of the: Bosnisns,

}u.spunhi:dnﬂﬂnd-_nngchm&
h-ﬂ:lih'mfﬂld:mahmhlimgm
Iﬂlﬁmﬁmhﬁﬂﬂﬁhﬂsmﬂ
rﬁ:h:mmﬂrymhgaﬂuru
The nearby Torla Hotel,

‘Aintn[pauph!nrtfillmﬂfm
31 this time becaase it was not possibie (o
R0 oaidoors " Kade says

Miosf of his chess friends were Mus-
lllh_llmihﬂll.l.'llm'nhinu.ihu:hi'l
thhl!lpjninrthmpiﬂu.'ﬂl!}'didu‘t
oixject to his Serb nationality despiie the
civl] war

“We'tried o remember some of the
Eond times,* Rade savs,

The wer always jolted them back 1o
ﬂxn‘ueu!.ﬁumﬂimmlhe_}' fought back
their fears with a liftle black homar,

When 2 bomb exploded near & buyild-

Peaying chess, a player suggested they
Wwould be safer in another room, Another
bomb wen1 off and the same player diveg]
Undor & lable. *Are we safer herer the
Player asked Rade and the others
lzuphod

Al a 1993 iurnament, Rade took Frst
prize and won some potatoes and 5 chick-
En. A Muslim plaver took second and won
& chicken. Rade inviled the player back
1o his apartiment “We propared a very
rich dinmer 1o celebrsye: with him,-and he
Hayed overnighy

Mraring the wir, chess nkavers lemt
Mmm “Bul the best help was

SUPpurt” Riade says. My
fhends saw thal we were saffering with-
it our kids sng they would come by and
Visit and give yg SOpporL”

Snjesans spent most of har days look-
Ing through family phoio albams, *T was
thinking how it waz before and how it i
possible to be i this sitiation now, I jusg
spend all my time thinking sbout my
Kb "

She would gase out her apartment
window &f the Maievics mopntsi rig
shrouded in a blwe haze along the sast-
ern border, Just beyond those mogntaine
were ber children

|
“Chiss teaches you Lo think indeperdent-
Iy ... b know what s imporiant and to gn-
alyze ench stugtion jor the best move,”—
Rade Milovanovi;

Smizgglars gould take Fou over those
mountaing for § price. Alter tory vears of
wailing and nesrjy gotng out of her mind
Wilh worry, Snjesana was ready 1o pay.

“There was ng other wiay. We didn't
Imow when the war would etop,” she
EHYE.

Snjezana and Made sold all their for.
nitire to help come up with the S300 da-
manded by the smbgpler

“This was the 1as1 of the MODEY Wi
bsd," Rade says "We had beautiful falian
furnitore. We sold it very eheap. People
sold everything in these times -

Hale staved behing They could nat
alford 1o plFTh:muEg[urfﬂrllmm
ple. Alzsg, thers was more rizk wnvolvead
Tor 8 man_If he were capiured, he could
be forced into military service — gr
hiuucdnr.lu-jgh'rdmdlngm The whim

of 1he soldicrs.

“The ijcn ™ E'l_lrsh:.u.r-im.. “was for

IR e it ol SRR R

. |00 BOSIET Teadm took
second place behingd Bussis, Afterward,

ingtend of returning to Bosnia, he Mew di

rectly to Helgrade, (he capital of Ssrbia
“I'm finally bere,” he ssid to his wife
during a phone call aftor he landsd T
will sec you in two hours.”
Ovver the next yesr, they decided 1o
apply lor residency in the United States

mUnlladHath:gsﬂfumGn‘thhh:hm

Dosnia s a mixed-marriage colple codlkd

tause problems. The United States alsn of.

Tered better medical care for Maring.

Inlhem—nﬂﬂ,thzi‘unﬂr]m
Tor Pmlias” i place they knew only from
Ibe Kennedy assasaination

In just five years, their whole worid
haddlﬂhgad.“ﬂiuﬂﬂn‘:wm‘,ﬂnjmﬂa
siys, “We think we will stay all our lives
in Tazla Aﬂnurﬁimds-mdwrlumﬂr
are there, We are all living only 3 mile
from each oiker *

Ruderemembu;wimuhemjmﬂ,
mlngunawaikwilhhhfmher, who had
mappod oul his whole life for him, “Tre-
miember m:.rinﬂ:ermfing,“i’mwd_[gnm
mlﬁmryml,mmjsmﬂaﬂ
achool. Yo will go io Belgrade and stady
lew.' He even 1old me in whisl boilding 1
wiould live in Tuzla: it wes 20 years of my
Life, and my father supported me all the
WEy.”

His Tather died of heart disease al the
age of 62 in 1994, a refugee in Serbia. e
hind heen o civil engineer in Tuzls and
fearly all of the buildings he had helped

Before the war, “we
[thought] we [would] stay
all our lives in Tuzla, All oup
friends and our family [were|
there. We [were] all living
only 4 mile from each other.”
— Rude's wife, Snjezuna

“

design had heen damiaped “He loved
Tuzle very much That war desiroyed
him,” Kache saya.

Chess hed taught Rade to think SEVer-
&l moves ahead, Rot war had & awn
perinfol leszon: “You can’t contral whes

L

Mr. Milovanavic, a lawyer in Bosnia
who reaches chess now, ponders a
move at the toumament.

both sdults and children & young a5 7.

He and his family e in it Emple Iwp-
bedroom spariment in Richardson In
one corner of the living ronm, there is
the firs] trophy thet Rade won in the
United States- 1 first place in & Houstan
“Drainstvrm® tournament Earfier this
Year, he ticd for [irst pace af the Natinn-
al Open in Las Vegas.

On the walls of their apartment there
are no pholographs from their old hfe
1Twruehwmh:h!remit=rr:q1—
plied fnt]t.rmntntmﬁdmer'm the
United States.

Kristing, 15, is 3 sophamaore at 1.7

I‘EﬁccHighSchmrmdhdﬂ:ud;m .';:

American e . Thardly

pitlftuhr_lpmmmhmhermmlu

‘H'hnmuumh:mm need 4
long period fo adjust e & different kind
of life,” says Snjezana, 45 whe workesd for
it year it o Ls Madeleine restsurant “Rge
1 see that cech day is better amd better.
And | sew that the kids are satisfied *

Sl:i.l],mnmrlulin,gw_

i I mizs myy famndly,~

Supezens save. “ know Rade misses his
mgpiher *
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From 1977 to 1990, he played all over
Eurvpe and steadily grew in staiore,
carning iz International Master Gtle in
1988 At thal time_ his company decided 10
supporl bis goes] 1o go 1o the next level
— @ grandmaster, which reguired am
Enormos Cofmmitinenl

Tlis family look up the rest of his lime,
Marina hig eldess daaghier, required
Epecial care In 1986, a1 the age of 5, she
was diagncsed with & rare neurological
dizorder called Friedreich's ataxia: It iaa
penetic disesse that sffects speech, bal-
anee and ooordinatinn

“Af first we were very depressed
aboui this " he says “1 played cheas hadly
=t thet ime * Bot he geined conrage amd
support from other femilies desling with
mmiler problems “T koew | have 1o e
much sivonger if [ was going to help my

el | T N Tl

of thie Bosnians.

He spent hiz deys studying chess. He
hed 8 library of chess books lining one
visil for a game or they would gather at
the nearby Tozla Hiel

“A ot of people [were] playing chess
il this time beciuse il was nol possibie 1o
goouidoors,” Rade savs

Muasl of ks chiess friends wers Mus-
lim, men who had known bim sinee s
days &z a junior champion. They didn't
abject 1o his Serb nationality despite the
civil war.

“We'tried to remember zome of the

The war always jolted them back to
the present Sometimes they fought back
their fears with a little black humor.

When a bomb exploded near & build-

J. |l ll".
Al HiLl rﬂ ]
H[I]!. AR L EERAL |
IU'I-I 1 [

g

ﬁ[j“t‘ ri'j 1 i frs

M Milovanovic savs gml..{l:n.f o Masritea, wlose ne uruluglt.,ui disorder and
need for medical cane helped prompt the family w seék baven in America.

" el I e B e Ll o -

Iy

“There wus |1|.'u:_l.'|:.|l:r waY. Wl:dﬂu‘t
know when the war would stop ™ she
5aVS,

A jessn and H:I'Jtr ikl ] their fur-
niture o help crmeup with e 5800 de-
manded by the smugaler.

“This wag the [a8t of e money we
had,” Rade qays, “We had beaitifiol alian
furniture. We zold it very cheap. People
sold everything in these fime=z."

Rade stayed behind. They could not

ahie el an their wedding an-
FVErsary on Apcil 14 195984, wilh a groop
of elpht otherg. They {raveled single-file,
walking in one anorhiéss footsteps, Mines
were everywhere, and the narrow trail
snaked through a denge forest. The 25
mile journey tonk all night and part of
the next morming.

1 think it's only passihle to do some-
thing like tha: one time in your lifs”
Snjezana says. *Twas ag tired Batit didn't
matter. [ wes happy wi are together.”

Badie. meanwhilc, was wnrhngm his
own plen of escape. |

A month earlier, hd had won the first
newly independent Bognia. Winning the
wurnamenl, which wag beld in Tola,
qualified him b gorlo the World Chess

Dlympiad in Moscow ller ol year I
also provided & pogsibid way [or him 1o
gel Lo hig Tamily

In Degember 19854 he Mew 10 Migoow

et e paa ol o L L o b B o e e o

age of 62 in 1994 s refoges in Sarhas He
had been a civil engineer in Tozls and

nearly all of the buildings he had helped

Before the war, “we
[thought] we [would] stay
all our lives in Tuzla. All our
friends and our family [were]
there. We [were] all living
only a mile from cach other™
— Y 'I.I.'IIE. Srjezona

design had heen damsged “Tie el
Tuzls very much. That war destroyed
him " Rede says
Chess had tenght Bede to thiml sever-
al moves ahead But war had iteown
painful lessone “Yiou cen't control what
heppens in Life "
[ ]

“We gre pll one peopie.” — Motioof

, FIDE, the infermnivnal chess lederstion

e recenl morning. Rade leaves his
apariment in Richardan after his tradi-
nonal pre-foprnament cup ol (hick Fuesn-
izm caffes. Dressed in & bloe Flawaiian
print ahirt, Khaki panis and sandals, he
kiszes his two danghfers and wifs pood-
bye

Az he steps ot the door, his wife
spills 8 cup of water on the ground he-
hind his feet 1t 1= 8 Boanian good-fnck
gesire, msuslly reserved for shedenm he
fore exams Somstimes preparstien snd
strategy aren'tenongh The hope is they
thvey will find their path fust as waier a-
ways finds ity own way.

Rade has found his own way in Dsl-
las, where bhe is now a chess teacher.

He trains playors at the Tmiversity of
Texas al Dally, which has one of the lop
clvess eams in the couniry. He also totors

e e e o o
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