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Ghess team prepares for international compettion

Nationally-ranked players contribute to team’s successes

Apoua Bampen
Mrrcury ConTRIEITOR

Only in irs second year, the
LT chess tocam has zlrcady
cstzblished national prestige
anl nover lowles Lo place ino the
1|’|J'r five al the Pan Americin
Intercollegiate Chess Chanpi-
onship in late Docember,

The team placed ninth in
ihiz championship lasi year,
dlespile being o firsl-vear chiess
leann with ouly one mwasler
chess player, This vear e
teaon includes four masier
pPlayers and is “mmch stron
ger,” said D, Tim Bedman,
LTIy s chess team adviser and
former president of the U5
Chiess FPoundalion,

LI iz cwrrenly vncler close
senstinyg by the Frderation Tw-
rauss It is heavily rocraiting
nattmally-ranked chess play-
crs and swiftly advancing
within the world of collesiate
rhess.

“We're Intenscly commiticd
vn gotiing to the top. and we'ne
sotting the standerds for col-
Irgiate cheoss,” UTD Choss
Clity President Hatle Stone
=il

This years Pan American
Champinnship takes place
Dec. 26 through Lhec, A9 in
Cralings Crreep, Heotocky, and
coansist=s of collecpes from
acvoss the natlon and Canada.
Avroriding to Stone. the bram
iy heat §5 the Universily ol
reviand Baltlmore Counly.
whn won the championship
Loz wean, TTTE wAll alse ke coan
peciing apainst Harvard, Lhe

Liniversity of Toronto and the
Diiversity of Pennaylvania.

The team will be led by
Nourcddine Zdane, who has
recently boen selecied to play
ity thee 180 Chess Olyopiad,
i Iype ol workl chanpionship
iin the chess comimuning, Zane
was sclectod as one of slx play-
crs Irom Morocco, o play in
ibae Olympiad, which will lake
plowe in Kadmivkin, Hussia,

Linrre, whio played o UTTLYs
team ksl year, also recon-
mended chess masters James
Drean aoned Jsason Diass foe mem-
hership on this year's team.

“These twn additions [Dean
and Dinss| are major improve-
menls on Lhe team.” Stons
=zyicl .

Nean and Dess hoth he-
ramec cheoss masters by accu-
ulating a certain oumber of
points [rom chess louroo
renls. There are andv aboul
400 master chess players in
Lhie U5, as selecled by Lhe
.5, Chess Federafivn, Dolh
players Iuave been ronloed in
Lhie lop 30 list of besl chess
players aoder 21 in Lhe 1.5,
Dean and Daoss, called the
“Dig =, have been playing
chess together sinee they at-
tended the same middle
achool in Indianapulis, foodi
ALNE.

W onativate cach ather to
play berrer hocause we are
sty gnodd frlends.” Doss soid,

e seldivion oo playing oo Lhe
tezann, Dhemn and Doss are also
rraching chess o “ecunoni
cally disadvantaged” sclhwals:
aeross the Dallas Independent

Theha by frros Abrshem

lim Dean, a Senior Master in the United States Chess Federatlon is part
of & six person tearm tralnleg for the Pan Amerlcan Intercollegiate Chess
Championship on Dec 26 In Bowling Green, Kentucky.

School District. This chess
teaching assistanlsbip is i ils
lirsl vear bl TN, This is e
tirsl time (hiz progroam bas
been attempled anvwhiere, o
cording to Kedman

Studics have revealed chess
mmight b beoelficial b rewding

developmenlt in children.
Chess alsv belps children
Iearn o select the best =olu
Lo for a probben oo wids o
logfical Brinding.

“Anyvbuedy can move Lhe
picces. but bhow Lo think is
more of an issue.” Duss said



