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Minority Enrollment m Colleges More Than Doubled in Past 20 Years, Study Finds

BY ALICE GOMSTYN

WASHINGTON

uF NuMBER of minonty stu-
dents enrolled in college has
more  than  doubled  since

1980, according to an annual report
released fast week by the American
Council on Education. The report
savs  that in 2000, 4.3 million
African-American, Hispanic, Asian-
American. and American  Indian
students attended college, up from
just under 2 million in 1980,

But “there is significant progress
vet o be made™ in achicving edu-
cational parity among all races, said
Wilham B, Harvey, author of the
report and director of the council's
office of minorities in higher cdu-
cation.

Mr. Harvey noted that gaps be-
tween the college-participation rates
of white  students those  of
Africun-American and Hispame de-
scent have mcercased  substantially
since the councit began collecting
data Tor its “Mmorities in Higher
Education Annual Status Report™
more than 20 vears ago.

and

GROWING POPULATIONS

I 1980 there was relatively lit-
e dilference among the propor-
tiens ol white, African-American,
and Hispanic students aftending
college: 318 percent ol white high-

school graduates age 18 (o 24 were
enrolled in college, compared with
29.8 pereent of Hispanics and 27.6
percent of African-Amcericans. By
2000, the proportion of white stu-
dents attending college had grown
to 442 percent, but the growth
in African-American and lispanic
students’ participation rates Jagged
behind, Mr. Harvey said, at 394
percent and 36.5 percent, respec-
lively.

The proportion of African-Amer-

of most concern for us,” he said, “as
we move into a lechnology-based
cconomy.”

Mr. Harvey attributed increases
in college enrollment among minor-
ity groups mainly to demographic
changes—specifically, growing pop-
ulations ol minority vouths—but
also 1o cfforts by colleges and uni-
versities Lo reach out 1o minority stu-
dents.

Persistent race-based differences
in participation rates, he said, may

‘Increases are attributed mainly to demographic

changes but also to efforts by colleges and

universities to reach out to minority students._

ican students attending college was
unchanged from the previous year.
The figure for Hispanic studenis
was up from just under 32 percent
in 1999,

“"We recognize that we stll have
4 blg mountain o climb” said
David Ward, president of the coun-
cil.

Mr. Harvey said that. in particu-
lar, oo few African-American and
Hispamie students pursue studies in
subjects such as seience and cngi-
neering. “Those are arcas that are

be tied 10 secioeconomic gaps be-
tween white and minorily commu-
nities.

RISE IN ASIAN STUDENTS

The ractal group that expert-
enced the single biggest jump in cn-
rollment totals was Asian-Ameri-
cans, with more than three times as
many students attending college in
2000 as did so in 1980,

White students expertenced the
lowest increase among all groups
surveyed. Six percent more white

students atlended college in 2000
than did 20 vears earlier. From 1990
to 2006, the number of white peo-
ple enrolled in collepes actually
dropped by 2.4 percent. (White col-
lege enrollment began to rebound
in 1999 and 2000, with nearly 1 mit-
lion more white students attending
college in 2000 than in 998.)

The report also revealed what it
called a “striking™ difference in the
growth rates for college enrollment
among Hispanic men and women.,

Since 1980, for instance, the num-
her of female Hispanic high-school
graduates attending college has in-
creased by more than 10 percent,
while male Hispanic high-school
graduates arc attending college in
only slightly higher numbers than
they did 20 years earlicr, repre-
senting an increase of just under 3
percent.

The gender gap for Adrican-
American students s the preatest
amonyg the three major minority
groups. accordmg to the reporl.
black women outnumbered  their
male counterparts nearly two to
one in 2000,

Mr. Harvey suggesied that the
sender gap among Alrican- Ameri-
can and Hispanic students reflects
a sitmlar, albeit smaller, gap in col-
lege populations as a whole, Over

all, nearly two million more women
than men were enrolled in 2000, the
report said.

The council gathered data (or the
report from the ULS. Department of
Education, the U.S. Census Burcau,
the US, Equal Employment Op-
portunity Commussion, and the Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic Associa-
tion.

The council also found that:

= The number of associate. bach-
elor’s, and master’s degrees award-
ed to minority students increased
by 143, 164, und 180 percent, re-
spectively, from the 1980-81 to the
2000-1 academic vear.

= One in five African-Americans
who reccived a bachelors degree
in the 2000-1 academic year at-
tended a historically black college
OF UNIVeTSity,

m The six-vear graduation rates
for athletes in the NCAAS Divi-
siont 1L its top competitive level. in-
creased  four  pereentage
from 1991 to 2001,

® College enrollment of Ameri-
can  Indians jumped 80 pereent
from 1980 10 2000.

m Nearly 2.3 mullion minority stu-
dents attended tour-year colleges
in 2000, compared with roughly 2.1
million enrolled in two-year insti-
letions that same year. u
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