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 The Geoscience Department is pleased to introduce our new annual newsletter!  The 

newsletter will be distributed bi-annually to all alumni, faculty and staff, and students who are 

interested and engaged in Geosciences and in the development of the Geoscience Department.  

We shall give you an inside look at UT Dallas GeoClub activities, introduce you to knew faces 

joining the Geosciences Department family, and update you on new and upcoming events the 

Geoscience students and faculty will be participating in.  We welcome and appreciate any of 

your feedback, and the contact information at the end of this newsletter can be used to contact 

the Geoscience Department and GeoClub.     

 

 

 

The mission of the Department of Geosciences is to deliver a challenging,     

stimulating, and useful education in geosciences to undergraduates and graduates 

at all degree levels and to add to our understanding of the Earth through the   

research of students, faculty, and staff. 

I. UT Dallas GeoClub 

II.   Getting to Know the GeoClub President 

III.   Up & Coming Events 

IV.  Dinosaur Dig 

V.  New Faces 

VI.  Contact Information 

http://www.utdallas.edu/geosciences
http://www.utdallas.edu/geosciences/undergraduates/
http://www.utdallas.edu/geosciences/graduates/
http://www.utdallas.edu/geosciences/undergraduates/areas.html
http://www.utdallas.edu/geosciences/graduates/research.html
http://www.utdallas.edu/geosciences/graduates/research.html
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By: GeoClub President Michael Bavoso 

   As the official organization of The University of Texas at Dallasôs Geoscience De-

partment, GeoClub is extremely active in the local community as well as within the 

university itself. GeoClub membership has risen to 63 undergraduate and graduate 

level students. With an average of three meetings per month, GeoClub provides its 

members with speakers from all areas of academia, government, and business relating 

to the geosciences. 

   In October 2008, GeoClub helped send 11 members to GSAôs Joint Annual Meeting in Houston, Texas. Several 

members volunteered at the meeting, and others presented research in poster sessions or talks. Immediately after 

returning to Dallas, GeoClub helped a UT Dallas service fraternity, Alpha Phi Omega, with their very successful 

Math and Science Camp for Kids. This camp targeted underprivileged elementary school students and tried to 

spark their interest in math and science. Several student members, Richard Benson, Alex Biholar, Brian Burnham, 

Fatimah Elnashar, Sevon Geil, and Michele Kashouh, taught two introductory geology classes to 3rd through 6th 

graders. November and February brought two Scholarôs Day events showcasing the universityôs degree programs 

and student organizations to prospective students. GeoClub members helped advertise GeoClub as well as the Geo-

sciences Department. Hopefully, GeoClub will engage more young minds when its members help groups of Boy 

Scouts earn their Geology Merit Badge on March 7th and 28th, 2009. 

   In addition to community events, GeoClub worked hard to keep its members happy. Christine Kuo designed this 

yearôs T-shirt with field trips in mind. The Geoscience Department has called upon the Chevrolet Van, óOl Bessie 

as sheôs known around the department, to deliver eager stu-

dents to outcrops from New Mexico to Arkansas and from 

Galveston to Oklahoma. 135,000 miles has delivered count-

less unforgettable stories and experiences. We also organized 

a fossil hunting field trip to Pennsylvanian rocks in Jacks-

boro and Mineral Wells, Texas on February 28th and March 

1st, 2009. Students had the opportunity to find Trilobites, 

Crinoids, and Brachiopods during the two day, one night 

camping trip. GeoClub members will have the opportunity to 

go on an all expenses paid vacation to Big Bend National 

Park during spring break. Funds for the trip were raised dur-

ing our annual Rock and Bake Sale from February 10th 

through 12th. The Rock and Bake Sale was an entirely volun-

teer driven effort to sell rocks, minerals, fossils, and baked 

goods donated by students, faculty, and staff. Everything from 

priceless ñPre-Diamonds,ò or coal if you prefer, to delicious ñFudge Stoneò brownies was on sale in the Student 

Unionôs Comet Caf®. The event helped raise over $250.00 for GeoClub field trips. 

   As the academic year rolls on, GeoClub hopes to continue providing a diverse range of speakers for our still 

growing membership. If you would like to speak about your career experiences, please email utdgeo-

club@gmail.com. This email carries over every year to the acting president of GeoClub, so save it in your address 

book. 

Rock and Bake Sale Volunteers Left to Right: 

(bottom row) Michael Bavoso, Lorna Hanko 

(top row) Fatimah Elnashar, Elizabeth Waite, Nick 

Mueller, Margie Cording 



Q: Why did you decide to get a degree in geology? 

A: I was undeclared throughout my first three semesters at UTD. I 

really didn't know what I wanted to do. I dreaded the idea of having 

to work in an office every day of my life. I happen to take Physical 

Geology as a science elective and had so much fun in Dr. Ignacio 

Pujana's lab. Ignacio has a way of making things understandable. I 

looked for another lab that Ignacio was teaching and enrolled in 

History of Earth and Life the following semester. That sealed the 

deal. 

 

Q: What's your favorite thing about GeoClub and why? 

A:  Just getting other people excited about geology. GeoClub gives me the opportunity to show others the wide 

variety of opportunities and research fields within the geosciences. I like having some people come to GeoClub 

meetings initially for the pizza but come back for the talks. This semester, I have been trying to bring more speak-

ers to GeoClub from outside of academia. We have a couple speakers lined up right now, but I'm sure next year's 

GeoClub will be looking for the same thing as well. We have half a semester to go, so anyone is welcome. 

 

Q: What advice do you have for the future presidents of GeoClub? 

A:  Spend time getting members involved. Don't try to take on every GeoClub responsibility. You'll be much more 

efficient if you oversee others for certain activities instead of trying to personally run everything. This will allow 

you to get more done, and even better, you will allow GeoClub members to do more than simply be passive mem-

bers of the group. Those who volunteer are the ones who will lead GeoClub once you move on! 

 

Q: When you're alumni, do you plan to stay in touch with the department and GeoClub? 

A:  Of course. The department is going through so many changes right now, and I want to see how it progresses. 

I've spent all four years here at UTD and the last two and a half almost completely within the Geosciences Depart-

ment.  In that time, I have made great relationships with professors as well as fellow students. I can't wait to come 

back and let GeoClub know what I've been up to. 

 

Q: If you could ask geosciences alumni anything, what would it be and why? 

A:  Geologists always have great stories so I'd probably ask about their work or research. If you're interested, ge-

ologists will keep feeding you information. 

 

Q: If the Geosciences Department were a rock, what would it be and why? 

A:  A breccia because it's full of sharp people all cemented together with a love for geology. 

GeoClub President Michael Bavoso 

Interview Conducted By: Eric Ingram 
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