
Al Mooney Collection 
History of Aviation Collection 
 
Provenance 
 
Al Mooney was born in Denver April 12, 1906 and died in Dallas on May 7, 1986.  His 
wife, Opal, had died twenty years earlier, he is survived by a son, John and a daughter, 
Bobbie Sanders. 
 
Al Mooney contributed 24 individual aircraft designs to aviation technology.  His first 
design made at age 18 was the Longwing Eaglerock for Alexander Aircraft in Denver.  A 
self-taught engineer, Mooney worked for the federal government on licensing aircraft 
before starting his own firm in 1921.  A better designer than businessman, after financial 
problems Mooney went to work for Culver Aircraft during World War II.  In 1945 after 
the war was over he resigned from Culver and started another company, Mooney 
Aircraft, Inc.  That company lasted until 1955.  From 1957 until his retirement in 1968 
Mooney was with Lockheed-Georgia. 
 
His airplane designs enjoy wide success, with his M-20 series being his most popular. 
 
For more information on Al Mooney please see the book by Gordon Baxter, The Al 
Mooney Story. 
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