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Slide 1)
In this tutorial, we will be discussing popular magazines and scholarly journals.

Slide 2)
We will define what a peer-reviewed journal is, where to find them and I will provide some tips on spotting a peer-reviewed or scholarly article.

Slide 3)
First let’s talk about the characteristics of a popular magazine or periodical.

Popular periodicals, such as Newsweek, are intended for a general audience.  You don’t need any special knowledge or skills to understand the articles in the magazine.  You just need to be able to read at a basic level.

Articles in popular magazines are written by journalists who have training as journalists, but may not have specialized training in the subject they are writing about.  For example, a journalist can write about a biochemistry topic or a complex economic theory without any degrees in chemistry or economics.

Popular articles do not site their sources.  The writers will not tell you where they get their statistics or facts.

Popular magazines exist to make money.  The drive for profit effects what they publish and put on the cover.  

Popular magazines have lots of advertising, glossy pictures.  Think about bridal magazines 

Slide 4)
Now let’s look at the characteristics of scholar journals.

Scholarly journals are intended for an audience with knowledge of the subject they are writing about.  If you are reading the journal of thoracic surgery, not only do you need to know what thoracic surgery is you’d better have a good knowledge of surgery.  Or you’re not going to understand what you are reading.  These journals are written for an audience that already knows the basics.  They want in depth knowledge, such as the latest research studies.

Articles in scholarly journals are written by scholars with degrees in the field they are writing about and they work in the fields they are writing about.  

Scholarly articles contain citations.  Just like you cite material in your papers and list what sources you use, so do they.  This is a major clue that you are dealing with a scholarly work.

Scholarly journals normally do not exist to make money.  The need to make a profit does not determine what they publish.

Scholarly journals are peer-reviewed or refereed.  Peer-reviewed?  Refereed? So what does that mean?  For Peer-reviewed, that means your professional peers are looking at your work.  Surgical nurses review articles by other surgical nurses.     Economist look at the work of other economists, they’re not reviewing the work of botanists.  These reviewers have an in depth knowledge of the subjects in the article they are reviewing.  Refereed means that more than one person looks at the article and the group decides if the article should be published.  

Slide 5)
So how do you find peer-reviewed articles and journals?  Preferably in a painless manner.

Use a scholarly database.  A scholarly database will not include many if any popular titles.  

Slide 6)
Many of the libraries databases will allow you to limit to scholarly journals.  So you can check off the scholarly/peer reviewed box and run your search with confidence.

Slide 7)
If you find an article somewhere else or use a database without the option of limiting you can check the journal in Ulrichsweb.com.  Ulrichsweb.com is one of the library’s databases and it is periodical directory and one of the things it tells you is if a journal is refereed.  Look for the referee’s shirt on the left or in the record it will show refereed with a yes or no after it.

Slide 8)
There are other hints that an article drops that lets you know it could be scholarly.  Let’s go over some of them.

Scholarly journals are lllloonnnggg.  It is not uncommon for a scholarly journal to have articles 20, 30 or more pages long.  Take a deep breath and dive in.

Newspapers and magazines usually have short, attention grabbing titles to get you to buy their magazine or newspaper.  Scholarly articles will not have short, witty titles.  See our example.  

Since scholarly articles are usually original research, you will see lots of them set up like experiments. You’ll see sections with headings like methodology, results and conclusions.  And don’t forget my favorites; charts, graphs and statistics.  All of these are clues you may be working with a scholarly article. 

Slide 9)
If you have questions or would like further information; feel free to contact the reference librarians.  You can get in touch with the librarians at the reference desk, by e-mail, on chat or you can contact the liaison librarian for your school.  
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