














Thus, UMBC entered the final round trailing UTD by a half point. This meant they would have to score at least 2%4/4 to
take the cup.

On board one, Alejandro pressed Erenburg for 59 moves but could never land the knock-out blow. Board two saw a
slight blackout for Panchanathan. “I just forgot to protect e4,” he said of his 14th move. Gareev duly punished him for
the mistake.

Opening mistake
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After 14. d5

14. ... axb3 15. Nxed Re8 16. Nxf6+ Qxf6 17. Qxb3 Nc5 18. Qc2 Qg6 19. Qd1 Bc8 20. Bd4 Bh3 21. Bf3 and White
won in 53 moves.

IM Zivanic was UTD’s workhorse in this event. He went 3-0 despite having black in every game, earning the well-
deserved most valuable player (MVP) title. Here he downs Rohonyan.

Grunfeld Defense (D94)
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1.c4c52. Nf3 g6 3. e3 Nf6 4. d4 cxd4 5. exd4 d5 6. Nc3 Bg7 7. Be2 0-0 8. 0-0 Nc6 9. Rel
A common position.

9...Beb6

Black's most popular move at this juncture is 9. ... Bg4. The text is also reliable.

10. c5 Ne4 11. h3 Bf5

Several games have featured 11. ... Qa5 and 11. ... b6.



12. Bf4 h6 13. Rcl g5 14. Bh2 e6 15. Nb5 Qf6 16. Bd3!?
Temporarily sacrificing a pawn.

16. ... a6 17. Nd6 Nxd4 18. Bxe4 Bxe4 19. Ne5!

White’s knights are a strong presence in the center.

19. ... Nb5 20. Nxe4

A smart decision. Many spectators were wondering why Rohonyan didn't try 20. Nd7 Qxb2 21. Nxf8 but it seems that
after 21. ... Rxf8 Black has a tremendous amount of play.

20. ... dxe4 21. Qg4

More direct is 21. Rxe4.

21. ... Rfd8 22. Qxe4 Rd5 23. a4

Deserving serious attention is 23. c6 bxc6 24. Nxc6. Black will have trouble dealing with White's queenside majority.
23. ... Nd4 24. b4 Rad8 25. Nc4?

This allows Black's pieces to come rushing in. 25. Qb1!? covers the sensitive b3- square and was a safer option.

25. ... Nb3 26. Rb1 Qc3! 27. Ne3 Nd2 28. Nxd5 Rxd5 29. Qe2 Nxb1 30. Rxbl Rd2 31. Qf3 Rb2!

Alertly played.

32. Qd1 Qd2 33. Bg3 Qxd1+ 34. Rxd1 Rxb4

White is lost; resignation came on the 69th move.

The last game to finish was Kuljasevic—Blehm. Pawel was forced to take a considerable risk because of the match
score, and “Kul J” easily steered the match to victory.

And then there was one
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White to play

65. a7 Bxa7 66. Nxa7 Ke5 67. Nb5 Kd5 68. Nc3+ Kd4 69. a4, Black resigned.

Before we left for Baltimore, my UTD team was fortunate enough to train with GM Alexander Chernin of Hungary for



a weekend. In addition to being an excellent player himself, GM Chernin has worked with a number of top-level
students. Our time with him at UTD was highly productive. We focused mainly upon the calculation of complicated
middlegame positions as well as specific preparation for UMBC’s players. All of us felt that the training played a
critical role in the last-round match with UMBC. A great deal of credit is also due to our coach IM Rade Milovanovic
and tireless program director Jim Stallings, both of whom accompanied us in Baltimore.

Thank you to UMBC and Dr. Sherman for providing an excellent playing site in the Commons building of campus.
Large projectors broadcast games for the in-house spectators, and countless others followed the action on
MonRoi.com. Michael Atkins directed the event.

There is a great deal on the horizon for college chess. As | write these words, several UTD players are in China taking
part in a friendly match against Nankai University. With schools like UMBC continuing to recruit top-level players, the
future of college chess in the U.S. looks bright.





