[image: image1.png]


           
[image: image2.jpg]THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT DALLAS

OFFICE OF TECHNOLOGY COMMERCIALIZATION



         Tech Notes 
For UTD Inventors by the Office of Technology Commercialization
We’re in business!   Yes, there really is an Office of Technology Commercialization (OTC) at UT Dallas!  The new OTC has just completed its first full year of operations after having been launched in mid-2008 with new staff, new resources, new processes, new capabilities to launch companies, and a new website for researchers.   Using a customer-centric philosophy, we assist any UTD employee/researcher or grad student who has created a novel invention while at UTD.    

It’s been a busy year for the OTC personnel who have been creating new systems and processes to be more effective in managing the flood of new invention disclosures.  In 2009, UT Dallas had a record number of invention disclosures and start-up companies!  Great job, UTD inventors!!   Here are the year-end stats:
	
	FY 08
	FY 09

	Invention disclosures
	28
	53

	Patents Filed
	26
	44

	Licenses
	1
	4

	License Revenue
	$185,000
	$75,000

	Patent Expense Recovery
	$37,000
	$221,000

	Startups
	1
	3

	Texas Ignition Fund Grants ($50,000 each)
	0
	3


Ten Things UTD Inventors should know:  (“Inventors” include, for example, UTD employees, grad students and post-doc researchers)
1. UTD has a new (and hopefully, user-friendly) website chock full of great information for inventors at UTD, from IP policies to an inventors handbook.  www.utdallas.edu/otc 

2. If you invent something that may be commercially viable, please disclose it to the OTC before publishing to avoid loss of certain patent rights and to allow sufficient time for invention evaluation and possible filing of a patent application.  (See Invention Disclosure Form on website.)

3. We work to file patent applications for UTD technologies disclosed to the OTC that are considered to be commercially viable.

4. Amazingly, UTD shares with its inventors 50% of any net revenue it receives from licensing.

5. Every license to an industry partner (whether large or small) permits UTD and its inventors to maintain the right to continue to use their technology (invention) for education and research purposes (i.e., the R&D can go forward internally for licensed inventions, if the inventor desires).

6. When you disclose an invention to UTD that might be useful in the marketplace, you fulfill its service mission to benefit the public and you comply with mandates associated with federal, state and industry sponsored research.  

7. The University owns and is encouraged to commercialize inventions created at UTD, including those inventions funded by federal, state and industry sponsorship.

8. The OTC, in collaboration with the Institute for Innovation and Entrepreneurship at UTD, actively facilitates the creation and nurturing of new companies based on UTD technology, including hands-on assistance with business formation, business plans, introductions to funders and even recruitment of management.  (See Start-up information on the OTC website.)

9. Many times a UTD license to an industry partner, whether to a large company or a UTD start-up, creates opportunities for funding research inside the inventor’s laboratory.

10. UTD inventors may own equity in a company that sponsors research in the inventor’s UTD laboratory with appropriate approval by the University.  

If you have inventions to disclose or questions relating to intellectual property you’ve created, please contact:   
· Robert Robb, Assoc. VP Technology Commercialization(r.robb@utdallas.edu) or 

· Becky Stoughton, Assist.  Dir., Office of Technology Commercialization (Rebecca.stoughton@utdallas.edu)
For more information about invention management, Patents, 


Policies and startups, see, www.utdallas.edu/otc











