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EncephRx, Inc. (“The Company”) is developing a small molecule platform for treatment of neurodegenerative diseases such as Huntington’s, Parkinson’s, and Alzheimer’s disease.  This platform will provide a first-in-class therapeutic option for preventing the progressive loss of neuron function that characterizes these diseases.  Currently available treatments only attempt to ameliorate disease symptoms and do not prevent neuron loss and disease progression. 

Currently, over 22 million people worldwide suffer from neurodegenerative diseases.  The World Health Organization (WHO) projects neurodegenerative diseases will overtake cancer as the world’s second leading cause of death by the year 2040. Datamonitor estimates that the market for neurodegenerative disease treatments will be $20 Billion by 2014.  This market represents a valuable, fast-growing opportunity in the biopharmaceutical industry.  The Company is poised to take advantage of this unique opportunity to develop a novel therapeutic modality to enter this burgeoning market.
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)
The Company has an exclusive, worldwide license to a series of patents covering a library of neuroprotective small molecules.  The lead molecule from this library, ENC-1001, is under development for the treatment of Huntington’s disease.  ENC-1001 is protective in a number of cell-based neurodegenerative models as well as in validated animal models of Huntington’s and Alzheimer’s diseases.  Administration of ENC-1001 in these animals resulted in neuroprotection and significant improvement of physiological outcome.  This work has been published in multiple prominent peer reviewed journals. 

 (
“
..number one [unmet need] is we do not have any long-term therapy, so you need something that slows or retards the progression or stops it in its tracks.”
                                                                                    DATAMONITOR Key Opinion L
eader
)
The Company’s management team is comprised of individuals having proven track records converting discovery research into viable drug products.  Collectively, they have developed more than a dozen clinical products.  Their experience spans all facets of the development process including preclinical testing, human clinical trials; licensing, and strategic partnering deals with large pharmaceutical companies.  The Company is supported by an advisory board including the inventors of the technology and world-class clinicians.

With the discovery and early research phase already completed, the Company plans to pursue an aggressive preclinical program focused on completing safety and pharmacology studies to support filing of an investigational new drug application (IND) in 2013.  Targeting Huntington’s disease as a first indication will qualify ENC-1001 for fast track status with FDA as an orphan drug.  After completion of clinical proof of concept, the Company plans to monetize the Huntington’s disease indication asset via out-licensing or partnering with a large pharmaceutical company.  The safety and tolerability data generated in the approval process for the first indication will be leveraged to support approval in other high value indications, such as Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s disease. 

The EncephRx compounds introduce an entirely novel approach to the treatment of chronic neurodegenerative diseases.  These compounds can prevent the degeneration of neurons that is the hallmark of these diseases.  This offers the prospect that, for the first time, it may become possible to actually slow or reverse the progression of the disease and not merely mask the symptoms of the disease.  We believe that the FDA would grant ENC-1001 orphan drug status, speeding development of this drug to launch in what is now a $20B market.  Additional information including slide presentation and business plan are available describing the technology and the proposed development plan. Please contact Dr. Aaron Heifetz, CEO, at aheifetz@encephrx.com if you would like to discuss this opportunity in greater detail.
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