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Perry to sign bill today at UT-Dallas to encourage 
creation of major research universities
BY GENE TRAINOR
gtrainor@star-telegram.com

Gov. Rick Perry is scheduled to travel to the University 
of Texas at Dallas to sign a bill today that will encourage 
creation of more major research universities in Texas.

The bill sets up incentives for the state’s seven 
designated "emerging" universities to become Tier 1 
schools with the expectation that the research produced 
will spin off jobs. The presidents of at least three of 
those schools — James Spaniolo of the University of 
Texas at Arlington, Gretchen Bataille of the University of 
North Texas in Denton and David Daniel of UT-Dallas 
— are expected to attend the signing ceremony. 

The University of Texas at Austin, Texas A&M 
University in College Station and Rice University in 
Houston are Texas’ only Tier 1 schools.

"I am extremely pleased that the governor has decided 
to sign the bill," Daniel said. "I think that if the 
Legislature can sustain its commitment, it will truly be 
transformative for Texas higher education."

Voters will go to the polls in November to decide 
whether to redirect money in the largely untouched 
Higher Education Fund to creating Tier 1 schools. If the 
measure is approved, about $425 million will be 
available, state Rep. Dan Branch, R-Dallas, has said. 

Other funding programs would bring the total money 
available to $680 million, said Branch, who helped write 
the bill that Perry plans to sign.

Spaniolo said today will be "a historic day for Texas." 
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"Over the next decade and beyond, the citizens of Texas will reap the benefits — a stronger, more diversified 
economy, more good jobs and attractive opportunities for students," he wrote in an e-mail. "We look forward to 
competing for incentive funding . . . to build on the rapid progress UT-Arlington has achieved in recent years toward 
this goal."

GENE TRAINOR, 817-390-7419

  

Join the discussion

The Fort Worth Star-Telegram is pleased to provide this opportunity for you to share your thoughts and observations 
about news topics. We enjoy lively debate on the issues of the day, but we ask that you refrain from using profanity, 
racist or hate speech, making personal attacks, posting advertising or including remarks that are off topic. To post 
comments, you must be a registered user of Star-Telegram.com. Your username will show along with the comments 
you post. Thank you for taking the time to offer your thoughts.

You must be logged in to leave a comment. Login | Register

SubmitSubmit

Abc Portrait Design 
Read this Personal 
Service's reviews & 
find Personal Services.
National.Citysearch

Custom College Gifts 
Many Products to 
Choose From. Show 
Your School Spirit With 
Us.
TheStaioneryStudio

Curves 
Read reviews for this 
Fitness Service & find 
more Fitness Info.
Citysearch.com

Ads by Yahoo!

About the McClatchy Company  | Terms of Use & Privacy Statement  | Copyright

SITE SERVICES  | RSS  | Contact Us  | Employment  | Newsroom Ethics

READER SERVICES  | Subscribe  | Events  | Photo Sales  | Press Pass  | Reader Rewards e-Newsletter  | Newspaper in Education

ADVERTISING INFO  | Newspaper Media Kit  | Online Media Kit  | Contact Information  | Classified Ads

CLASSIFIEDS  | Place an Ad  | Find an Ad  | Jobs  | Cars  | Real Estate  | Apartments  | Online Degree Center  | Pets & Livestock
| Yellow Pages

SPECIAL PRODUCTS  | DFW Auto Link  | North Texas Cars  | Weddings  | Bridal Magazine  | Bridal Show  | Neighborhood Values

SPECIAL SECTIONS  | Horizons  | Medical Technology  | Vacations  | Weddings  | Weight Management

NEWS  | Obituaries  | Breaking News  | Crime & Safety  | Local  | National  | Fort Worth  | Arlington  | NE Tarrant  | Local Schools G
Watchdog

BUSINESS  | Barnett Shale Blog  | Cowboys Stadium  | Local Development  | Savvy Consumer  | Sky Talk Blog  | Work Faces  | M

Page 2 of 3Perry to sign bill today at UT-Dallas to encourage creation of major research universities |...

6/22/2009http://www.star-telegram.com/arlington_news/story/1437600.html



SPORTS  | Cowboys  | Rangers  | Mavericks  | Stars  | Colleges  | High Schools  | dfwVarsity  | Randy Galloway  | Gil LeBreton  | 

ENTERTAINMENT  | Arts  | Best of DFW  | Books  | Celebrities  | Concerts  | Events Calendar  | Today's events  | Movies  | Music
| Ready, Set, Go!  | Reviews  | Restaurants | Stage  | Television  | Video & DVD

YOUR LIFE  | Click  | Family  | Food  | Health  | Home & Garden  | Horoscope  | Religion  | Pets & Livestock  | Travel  | Weddings

OPINION  | Cheers & Jeers  | Editorials  | Letters to the Editor  | Linda Campbell  | J.R. Labbe  | Bob Ray Sanders  | More Columnis

Page 3 of 3Perry to sign bill today at UT-Dallas to encourage creation of major research universities |...

6/22/2009http://www.star-telegram.com/arlington_news/story/1437600.html


