December 12, 2005

Dr. Robert Nelsen

Speaker of the Academic Senate

University of Texas at Dallas

Richardson, TX  75083  

Dear Dr. Nelson

I am Chair of the University Library Committee.  I have been asked to submit a report to you regarding the Committee’s recent activities.  

The Committee had its first of two academic year meetings on November 28, 2005.  The following individuals were in attendance..

Larry Sall, Dean of the Library

Karen Huxtable-Hester, Behavioral and Brain Sciences

Ellen Safley, Library

Sue Chizeck, General Studies

Bruce Jacobs, Crime and Justice Studies

Tom Kocol, Library

Tom Brikowski, Geosciences

Erik Carlson, Library

Jean Vik, Library

Linda Snow, Library

Hillary Campbell, Library

Kimberly Leonard, Social Sciences

Syam Menon, Management

The following issues were discussed at this meeting:

•Dean Sall described allocation of library material resources.  Approximately $2 million of the $2.9 million budget is dedicated to periodicals, which includes about $1.3 million for electronic periodicals.

•Allocation money comes student fees, assessed at $10 per credit hour.

•Less than 10 years ago, the library carried 2,000 journals, many in print format.  Currently, the library receives 37,000 periodicals, most of which are in electronic form.  UTD’s periodical collection is now competitive with the largest public schools in Texas.

•Dean Sall stressed that the importance of conceptualizing the library as a verb rather than a noun.  Access to material for research is a key part of library strategy.

•Dean Sall is promoting information literacy programs for students so that they can make better and more efficient use of library resources. 

•The Library began an electronic repository in order to post faculty research and dissertations online and to make said material available to as many users worldwide as possible.  Accessibility and publicizing the cutting-edge research of UTD faculty are the overriding goals.  Faculty inquiries about postings should be sent to jvik@utdallas.edu.

•Increasing periodical costs is probably the biggest challenge faced by the Library.  The cost of publications has risen because UTD is now considered a “big-size” institution rather than a medium-size one.  Access fees by publishers are set partly by enrollments.  Increases in journal costs are unpredictable and potentially substantial, and the Library is looking to the university to provide increases in fees to cover the rising costs.

•Dean Sall would like input from faculty and students as to what improvements they want to see implemented at the library.

•The library needs additional space to house its collection of print periodicals and would like to see an annex building constructed next door.   

•The library is now open until 2am five days per week after an experiment showed appreciable library use between midnight and 2am.

•The library has added a recreational literature section to accommodate the popular reading desires of users.  This collection is leased and changes periodically for maximum diversity.  The library also has purchased several hundred books on audio tape and added a room for users with special needs.

•The library recently acquired an online cataloguing system called SFX.  It is a link resolver that standardizes information for users, streamlines searches, and makes searches more efficient through more direct links to data requests.

•Besides space constraints, the single biggest challenge facing the library is retention of skilled library personnel in a competitive labor market.

Please let me know if you have any questions about this report.

Sincerely,

Bruce Jacobs

Crime and Justice Studies

