University of Texas at Dallas 
Student Government Minutes
17 June 2008

Call to order: 5:10pm
Roll call: 14 out of 25

Present: Steven Rosson, Lewis Chang, Ben Dower, Cody Eilrich, Isaac Hernandez, Karen Hinkley, Nick Hinojosa, Mack Hird, Diana Kao, Dypti Lulla, Megan Malone, Rachel Stratton, Luis Torres, Sarah Trowsdale

Excused:  Grace Bielawski, Yana Gelman, Dina Shahrokhi, Molly Wurzer, Yen Yoon, Samia Hossain, Andrew Hoelscher, Gillian Papanek
Unexcused:  Elizabeth Agalaba, Stephanie Bouillion,  Daniel Kaminski, 
Approval of Minutes: Karen Hinkley- second Megan Malone

Visitor:

Sergeant Bauer- Caught thief who stole parts off of Toyota 4 runner

Chaney Edwards – Staff Council
Remsen Jennings-Peer advisor and tour guide
President: Steven Rosson
· Green Campus initiatives- Dr. Daniels wants U.T. Dallas to become a more eco-friendly campus.
· Senate Retreat- Senate retreat will be Sept. 19-20. This is mandatory for senators so please send in an excuse if you absolutely cannot attend.
· Committee assignments- Committee assignments were handed out today, committee chairs will soon be contacting their committee members.
· Communications: bulletin boards- The boards need to be maintained during summer,  contact Steven if you are interested in helping.
Treasurer: Rachel Stratton

· SG Project Budget- Senators received a sheet that shows the breakdown of the project budget.
· Spirit Rock- Funds for the spirit rock were released, but we are still looking for a larger rock. We don’t have cost figures on a new rock.
SG Advisor: Patty Atchley
· NACA Conference- great opportunity to network. $4800 budgeted for conference

· Behavior Assessment and Intervention Team  (BAIT)/ Pilot Prog- 2 senators need to attend program luncheon on July 23 from 11:30-1:30 pm
· Comet Center- There have been some nice changes made to the comet center. The comet center is located where the info depo was.
· Campus Beautification- Project will probably start in early fall.
· Freshman Orientation- 1st freshman orientation will be held this coming weekend. As of right now  enrollment figures are ahead of last year.
· 9/80 pilot- over 9 days staff will work 80 hours to give staff a break on gas. Several staff members in student life will be participating.

· Experience Dallas/ King Tut- There is an article about the program in The Mercury. Students have the opportunity to attend the exhibit.
Legislative Affairs Committee:  Ben Dower

· UT System Airplane - UT system approved $6 million for a new UT System plane. The plane flies over 800 people on average per year. UT system uses this plane for regents or state senators, and other state agencies and it ends up saving a lot of time and hotel bills. UT had used the same plane for the last 22 years. It works out financially and will be used for another 20 years.
· Meeting with Dean Rogers- UTD wants to help transfer students be more equipped to deal with the transfer process. This program can make it easier for students who transfer from other schools. Someone will be designated to work with these students to make them better aware of what we offer.

· Amanda Rockow meeting- 
· Tier-one status- U.T. Dallas wants to raise awareness  about our campus for state senators and congressmen.  As of right now there are 3 tier-one schools in the state and we want to become number 4 or 5.
· Top 10% rule- (top 10% of the students in their high school can get into any TX state school) This issue may get addressed this session. 
· Tax free text books- If it gets passed we want to make sure it would benefit UTD students by setting the dates to accommodate our school schedule.
· Networking UT System- We want to network and work together with other UT schools to get things done.

Graduate & International Affairs Committee: Megan Malone

· Graduate workshops- There will be a series of programs to help with educational enhancements. Teaching workshops will be provided for TAs that will allow them to receive certificates. The lecture series are hosted by professors.

· Teaching Academy- This is a program that has been in the works for the past 3 years. This program will be housed in  Hoblitzelle Hall.
Residential Student Affairs Committee: Karen Hinkley
· Waterview CHAC- Only on University Village side as of right now, but will soon be started by Waterview. On the Waterview side 7 students will be appointed, 2 senators and 5 additional students, every phase will be represented and it must include a graduate and an international student.  Flyers will be distributed starting August 18th and the program will start in early September.
· Waterview Internet Options-The options are between Time Warner $33/per month ( TV and cable internet) or simply replacing the wireless internet and installing a better one. Someone might have to come and tear out old wireless internet and get a completely new system- $15/per month. 

Student Affairs Committee: Diana Kao

· Freshman Orientation- People need to represent us at the student government booths, please sign up!
· SU outdoor snack machine- There is a problem getting electricity to the machine,  so the snack machine won’t work outside. The Union is looking into fixing this.
Technology Committee: Cody Eilrich

· Student Email Project- Senators were given a handout comparison between Zimbra, Google, and Microsoft Exchange Labs. Senators will be able to test these out and then we will make a recommendation.
New business

NACA funds- Ben Dower made a motion to approve- Karen Hinkley second. 

Motion approved funds not to exceed $5,000.

Motion to discuss Waterview internet options and allow non-senators to give input- Ben second

Karen requested senators and visitors to send her their comments via email. Motion to close discussion approved.
Motion to adjourn 

Time 6:18pm
