Student Government Meeting

19 August 2008
Call to order 5:20pm

Roll call: 
Present-Steven Rosson, Elizabeth Agalaba, Grace Bielawski, Stephanie Bouillion, Lewis Chang, Cody Eilrich, Isaac Hernandez, Karen Hinkley, Nick Hinojosa, Andrew Hoelscher, Samia Hossain, Remsen Jennings,  Daniel Kaminski, Diana Kao, Dypti Lulla, Christina Montgomery, Gillian Papanek, Dina Shahrokhi, Kaela Smith, Rachel Stratton, Sarah Trowsdale, Molly Wurzer, Yen Yoon
Excused- Yana Gelman, Megan Malone, Mac Hird
Motion to approve: Rachel Stratton

Second: Anthony Broderick
Visitors:
Dr. Rachavong, VP for Student Affairs- dar@utdallas.edu

Good job student leaders!!

· Mascot- The committee is still working on adopting a new mascot. The committee will reconvene when school starts to finish this project.
· Spirit Rock- The new huge sprit rock will be put in place at 9am on August 20, 2008! Come on out to watch it!

· New Fight Song- The fight song will not be official for a year but it’s a great  song so we hope to be hearing it for many years!
· New Residence hall- Construction on the new residence hall is about to start! This hall will house 400 new freshmen, and hopefully help with the growth of UTD. 
· Student Service building- The construction on the Student Service building will start May ‘09; the architects are working on the plans now.  This is also going to be a green building.
· Gazebo & Legacy Lane- Legacy Lane is about to be finished. The new gazebo has been put in with seats.  15 picnic tables will also be added to that area to have events and/or just hang out.
· New Transfer Student Services Office- The new office will give transfer students support and a great experience. It will be located downstairs in the SU.
· Sophomore event on September 11th – This program was started last year with a focus group of 9 students. Faculty met with the students and had very good feedback.  UTD is trying to start a program to give the sophomores a better experience.
· Landscaping- The forest will be planted on the median of University Blvd. this fall. A lot of construction will be going on the next couple of years, but in the end it will be great!
Dr. Marilyn Kaplan- The Faculty Senate is working on some new programs. More information will be coming up.
Sgt Rick Bauer  - Welcome Back!
Indian Student Association- Vinnete: ISA has been actively working at UTD for the past 10 years. Student Government provided funding to rent a shuttle to pickup new students at the airport and they are very thankful for SG’s assistance.
Richard Seller- Student organizations need to register by Sept 21 for SOF. The first meeting is Thursday August 21, 2008. SOF will also be hosting a leadership retreat for all student organizational leaders on Sept 19, 2008.
Alpha Gamma Delta/ Zeta Beta Tau- Request $500 for Tailgate for students before a soccer game in the fall. SG would be a co-sponsor and their name/logo will be included on t-shirts and all publicity. The tailgate is scheduled for Sept. 25 from 3-5pm in the parking lot behind the Activity Center.
SUAAB- New Welcome Week flyer was distributed and this year’s Welcome Week is going to be the biggest EVER! Grab a flyer and check out all the activities!
Officer Reports:

President: Steven Rosson-
· NACA- This summer 4 SG officers attended the Student Government conference. The senators learned a lot of helpful info and met a lot of SG leaders from all over the country.
· Future International transportation programs- This program helped get students to and from the airport. It was a very successful program that we can hopefully continue in the future.
Vice President: Grace Bielawski-

· Fall Schedule- SG fall schedule was passed out during the August 19, 2008 SG meeting. The events in bold are mandatory for senators. The schedule lays out when, where, and what these events are. The SG retreat is Sept 19-20, it is mandatory for senators so mark your calanders.
· HOSA achievements- SG gave HOSA $1000 to support their travel and participation in their competition. They represented UTD and did very well in their competition.  They earned 4 gold medals!!
· Update on Student Business Alliance-  We have heard back from a lot of old businesses, but if there are any business you know that are interested please email Grace at sg@utdallas.edu
· Individual Senator Involvement meetings- New senators should try to set up meetings with Patty by Sept 1 to increase senator involvement.
· Senator Recognition- Great Job! Keep up the good work Senators!
Treasurer: Rachel Stratton-

· Funding request form- There will be a new form to help make it easier for organizations to request money from SG.
Academic Affairs Committee: Dina Shahrokhi
· Language Program- The committee is trying to bring more language program classes to UTD.
· GPA systems- The committee is trying to see if there is a better system, or ways we can improve our  current system.
· Tier-1 goal- UTD is continuing to work toward becoming a Tier-1 school!
Residential Student Affairs Committee: Karen Hinkley
· Waterview Park Advisory Committee- Waterview wants to put a diverse committee together to better communicate with waterview.
· Dog Park- The new dog park will be located between phase 2 and 3. This dog park will be open to all resident students on campus.
· New Internet for Waterview- Hopefully decisions will be made to bring in a new high speed internet by Jan 1, 2009.
Communications Committee: Molly Wurzer
· Sound-off- more information will be coming up soon.
Student Affairs Committee: Diana Kao
· Senior Traditions Committee- You sent some great ideas! Keep emailing Diana. 

· Rock the Vote- Rock the Vote will be coming up Sept 17. SG will set up 10am.and the event is from 11-2pm. This is a voter registration drive that we are sponsoring with Speak. SUAAB is going to work with us and provide the entertainment if approved.  The budget for this event will require up to $5000.  Most of the funding will go towards food and t-shirts!
· Student Affairs Committee meeting- The meeting will be Friday, August 22, 2008 at 10am in the SG meeting room.
Technology Committee: Cody Eilrich
· Progress on student email project- New email project will be on campus sometime in the fall semester.  Committee will create a recommendation and bring it to SG in about a month.
· Website Updates- Check it out on the UTD SG web page.

SG Advisor: Patty Atchley

· Welcome Week and Activities- SG will be hosting the Dart bus event. Tickets will be given out Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday to all students that ride the bus for a chance to win gift certificates.

· IMAX Experience Mars – Experience Mars with UTD! Buses will be leaving at 5:00pm on Thursday to take students to this event. Please come out because it’s going to be a great event.
· Staffing reports- Positions are still open and candidates are being interviewed, so get ready to see some new faces. 
Isaac Hernandez –moved to table old business and move to appointment confirmations.
Motion passes

Appointments: Megan Burks, Juliann Peterson, Felicity Lenes, Bradley Wallace, Maria Islam, Anthony Broderick
Move to approve appointments: Rachel Stratton

Second: Yen Yoon

Motion approved.

Old Business:
Motion to reopen nominations for Legislative Affairs chair.
· Diana Kao nominated Remsen Jennings

· Felicity Lenes had been nominated last month
· Nominations closed

· Candidates each give a speech

· Candidates responded to questions
· Candidates leave and Senators start discussion

· Senators voted
Felicity Lenes was elected  the new Legislative Affairs Chair!

New Business:
Diana Kao moves to allocate up to $5000 for Rock the Vote

· Second

· Call to  question

· Motion approved
Rachel Stratton moves to allocate $500 to the Tailgate 

· Felicity second

· Call to question

· Motion approved
Adjournment 7:00pm
