The University of Texas at Dallas

Executive Council Student Government Meeting

26 August 2008

Call to Order: 5:28 pm
Present:  Steven Rosson, Grace Bielawski, Cody Eilrich, Megan Malone, Molly Wurzer, Diana Kao, Rachel Stratton, Felicity Lenes, Karen Hinkley

Approval of Minutes: Approved
SG Advisor: Patty Atchley-

· Welcome Week- The events are going well this week. Please keep coming out and supporting SG events.
· IMAX- The students are receiving free tickets, but we want to make sure they are able to attend before we give them the tickets. Patty has 4 tickets if anyone wants them. This event is going to be Thursday August 28, 2008.
· Office- Different staff members are going to be taking turns working at the front desk in the mornings until more staff is hired.
Officer Reports-

President: Steven Rosson

· Running Senate meetings- The meetings need to run faster and more efficiently. If you are giving reports and people are asking questions, encourage them to wait until the end. We need to talk less about the how and get right down to moving forward; what is different, and the more important information.
· Collecting committee reports- We need to focus more on the meat of the situation. Simply tell us what is going on instead of going in depth about the meeting.
· Committee Report form- This is an online form that gives a written report about what is going on in the committee meeting. This report will then be posted the SG website so students can be more informed about what is going on.
· Money Request Forms- This will cut down questions by requiring organizations to fill out a form informing the senate about their event and how much money they are requesting before they come before the senate.
Vice President: Grace Bielawski

· Senator of the month- We want to nominate a senator of the month for every month from now on.  At the beginning of each month we will award senator of the month from the previous month. For August we will be awarding senator of the summer.
· Breast Cancer Awareness Day (Oct. 15, 11am-1pm) - This year we will not be doing a walk, instead we are going to have a rally in the SU mall. This year we will have a suggested donation for the bras instead of a set donation.  We are going to do the traditional ribbons.
· Retreat Planning- Yen, Molly, and Shweta   are going to help plan the programs. This year we are going to be doing high ropes and we need some ideas for people who cannot do the ropes. Email Grace if you have any ideas or suggestions.
· SG Tent- This has been brought up before, but we really do need a tent. We do a lot of outside events where we can use the tent. If SG has money from left from this year then we will look into buying one.
· Cometville Carnival-  Grace and Steven will be working at the booth at the Cometville Carnival August 27, 2008. They are going to be giving out lots of information on SG to students.  There will be information on the officers, meeting times, and information from the website.
Treasurer: Rachel Stratton-

· Boards- They are updated and looking good!
· Funding Request Form- Rachel brought copies of the new form for us to review.
Committee Reports-

Academic Affairs Committee: Dina Shahrokhi

· GPA grading, A+ issue- We are looking into changing the GPA system to include an A+. Dean Coleman doesn’t think our system will be changed anytime soon, but it is important that we stress the importance of this issue with the students, faculty, and teachers.
· Language Program- Dina will be having a meeting with Dean Kratz on Thursday to discuss the language program and how it can be improved. She is going to talk to Dean Kratz about advertising the language program and maybe requiring a foreign language.
· Tier 1 institution- We need to get the word out there and educate students on what a Tier 1 school is.
Communications Committee:  Molly Wurzer

· Sound Offs-  Sound Offs will be the Thursday after our Tuesday senate meetings. There will be an email sent out to Senators and a signup sheet going around during the next  Senate meeting.
· Sounds of Class- Sounds of Class is a great way to get publicity and help out a great event. The theme is patriotic so please sign up your organizations.
·  Mixers- There will be no mixers this month because of retreat.
Graduate and International Affairs Committee: Megan Malone

· Transportation Project- This project was on the front page of the Mercury. This project was sponsored by SG. Thanks to the transportation project 80 students were picked up from the air- port. 
· Subcommittee on International Student Transportation- Megan, her committee, Indian Student Organizations, Gloria, and any other organization that wants to be involved are going to be working on this. This subcommittee will be part of Megan’s committee. This year would be the next in the trial year, and then hopefully this will be worked into the SG budget.
Legislative Affairs Committee: Felicity Lenes-

· Business Affairs booths- We should send them a thank you note for all the help they have been doing during this welcome week.
· Formula funding- We were given a sheet with information on Formula Funding. We get different amounts of money depending on what class, level, or discipline you are in. Funding is based on how many students are enrolled. This encourages the university to make it harder to drop classes.
· Dean Coleman recognition- Dean Coleman is retiring at the end of this year, and it would be nice if this senate would give him a gift or something to show him appreciation for all he has done for this campus. 
· Tier 1- Dr. Daniel is willing to come to SG to give a presentation about Tier 1.
· Meeting with Amanda Rockow- Felicity will be having that meeting sometime this week.
Residential Student Affairs Committee: Karen Hinkley

· Status of Waterview Park Advisory Committee- Flyers have already been placed on apartments with an application. They are looking for a diverse group of students from different phases. 
· St. Jude’s Event-  University House is collaborating with Chili’s. The goal is to collect $5000. At the end they are going to throw a huge event with food, prizes, and money donations at the door to support St. Jude
· Meetings w/ Chris Coleman and Jonathan Denton- Meeting is Wednesday
Student Affairs Committee: Diana Kao

· Rock the Vote- They had their first meeting and it is all coming together great!
· Athletic Support- SG is going to try to support UTD sports by having a mixer and go out to at least one game per sport.
Technology Committee: Cody Eilrich

· Suggestion Forms- The committee is working on this.
· Committee meeting the August 27,2008

· Website Updates-Cody will be putting pictures up soon.
Old Business:

Senator of the month- EC nominates Dypti

Dypti is voted Senator of the summer.
Motion to Adjourn 7:10

