Student Government Meeting Minutes
2 September 2008
Call to order- 5:24pm
Roll Call:
Present- Steven Rosson, Grace Bielawski, Elizabeth Agalaba, Stephanie Bouillion, Anthony Broderick, Megan Burkes, Lewis Chang, Cody Eilrich, Yana Gelman, Issac Hernandez, Karen Hinkley, Nick Hinojosa, Mack Hird, Andrew Hoelscher, Samia Hossain, Remsen Jennings, Maria Islam, Daniel Kaminski, Diana Kao, Felicity Lenes, Dypti Lulla, Megan Malone, Christina Montgomery, Gillian Papanek, Juliann Peterson,  Kaela Smith, Rachel Stratton, Luis Torres, Sarah Trowsdale, Bradley Wallace, Molly Wurzer, Yen Yoon

Excused- Dina Shahrokhi


Approval of Minutes: Felicity Lenes moves to approve

  Megan Malone second
Visitors/ Announcements:

Dr. Wildenthal- Construction will be starting this semester so everything will be a mess on campus for the next couple of years. All the buildings will be finished in about 3 years. They are going to be great improvements to our campus.  

UTD is trying to achieve tier 1 status. Tier 1 status means UTD will get more money from the state, and puts us above average funding allotment per student. In January the Legislature will meet and begin discussions whether or not UTD will become a Tier 1 school.  Other schools like University of Houston and Texas Tech are also vying for the same status. 
UTD is working hard to bring a bio. and chemical engineering program to campus.

Dr. Kaplan- Faculty senate representative
Sgt. Bauer- He has been reassigned to the criminal investigation department, so he probably will not be able to attend as many meetings.
Richard Sellar- (SOF President) Don’t forget to register your organizations with SOF this month. SOF is having a retreat for all student leaders September 19-20. Talk to SOF if you are interested in attending.
Maria Islam- Passed out information on how to get involved in Human Rights Events in Dallas

Sept. 4 –Art for Garbage

Sept 13- Tents for Hope

Sept 19- “China Blue” film screening at SMU
 Anthony (SUAAB) - SUAAB is going to have a bunch of great events coming up this fall. On Monday, Sept. 8 there will be a hypnotist coming to The Pub at 8pm.

Ben Dower- Great job to everyone who met with the coordinating board representatives; they were very impressed!
Officer Reports:

President: Steven Rosson-

· Outstanding Senator of the Summer- Dypti Lulla is senator of the summer! Great job! 
Vice President: Grace Bielawski

· Breast Cancer Awareness Day, Oct. 15 (11am-1pm) - Mark the date!
· Retreat, September 19-20- This is coming up soon so get ready! Just a reminder this is mandatory for all senators.
· Individual Senator meetings- The meetings will be set up next week.
Advisor & Committee Reports:
Graduate and International Affairs Committee: Megan Malone-

· Transportation Project- This fall 80 international students were transported from DFW to UTD campus. In total this transportation project cost $1650. This whole project was put together in 4 days, so we are recommending a subcommittee be formed so the school can plan this event in advance.
Recommendation to form the Subcommittee on International Student Transportation
Academic Affairs Committee: Dina Shahrokhi
· GPA grading, A+ issue- We are looking into changing the GPA system to include an A+. Dean Coleman doesn’t think our system will be changed anytime soon, but it is important that we stress the importance of this issue with the students, faculty, and teachers.
· Language program- Dina will be having a meeting with Dean Kratz on Thursday to discuss the language program and how it can be improved. She is going to talk to Dean Kratz about advertising the language program and making a foreign language a requirement.
· Tier 1 institution- We need to get the word out there and educate students on what a Tier 1 school is.
Communications: Molly Wurzer

· Sound-Offs- Every senator is required to work at one sound off per semester. Members of the communications committee can sign up to remind people when they need to work. This is one way student government gets feedback from students.
· Sounds of Class, Sept. 27- The head of an organization can sign up to sponsor a booth at the carnival. The kids will be ages 5-12. This year the theme is patriotic so try to decorate the booth accordingly.
Legislative Affairs Committee: Felicity Lenes

· Presidental Volunteer Service Award- This might be the last year we do this award.  The responsibility for the program has moved to Dr. Spector, VP for Diversity and Community Engagement.
· Rock the Vote Speakers- Republican and Democratic candidates from district 112 will be speaking at this event. SG has extended invitations to both candidates from 102, but we have not heard back from them yet. 
· Research items: Top 10 Percent Rule, Coordinating Board Policies, Tier One- These are the issues the legislative affairs committee is working on.
· Fred Hill recognition- This maybe presented to Fred Hill during Rock the Vote.
· Our priorities this semester- The legislative affairs committee will keep student government updated on everything they are working on this semester.
Residential Student Affairs Committee: Karen Hinkley-

· CHAC and WPAC appointments- One person is still needed to be on WPAC. It is one meeting per month and you must be a Waterview resident. The first meeting is September 18 at 2:30. Email Karen asap if you are interested in being on WPAC.
· St. Jude’s Event- This is a Waterview event put on by the mavericks to raise money for St. Jude’s Hospital. Come out on September 30, from 8-11pm in the phase 2 clubhouse for food and games. There will be $5 and $10 donations taken at the door. There will also be lots of great prizes given away.
· Waterview internet- There has been no final decision made, but it is looking good. 
· Waterview community improvement suggestions- Please send Karen  an email because they are considering stuff for their new budget
· Dog park- The University did not approve the location of the dog park because of the pending construction.  They may put a road in the location of the dog park. Student Government decided to discuss this issue in new business.
Student Affairs Committee: Diana Kao

· Rock the Vote,  Wednesday, September  17  - Please sign up for a task and get ready!
Technology Committee: Cody Eilrich

· Sg. Utdallas.edu/forum- The forums are up and ready for use.
· New projects- We are working on getting wireless internet in SU.
· Website updates- We need to make sure every senator gets their photo taken for the website, so talk to Cody if you haven’t done that. 
SG Advisor: Patty Atchley

· Welcome Week recap- Activities were great! Everyone worked very hard!
New Business:
 Appointments: Shweta Arya, Rosa Montelongo, Abhimanya Singh
Nick Hinojosa: approve
 Karen Hinkley: second
Appointments are approved by Senate
Dog Park-
Karen Hinkley moves to open discussion on the Waterview dog park.
Molly Wurzer - second

The Senate opened discussion on the dog park, and whether we should step in and try to convince the university that the dog park should be placed in this location.
Nick Hinojosa moves to close discussion

Discussion is closed
Motion to Adjourn

Adjourn 6:40pm
