Student Government Executive Committee
Meeting Minutes

9 September 2008
Call to Order: 5:15
Approval of Minutes: Megan Malone motion to approve minutes
           Rachel Stratton second

Announcement of visitors: none
SG Advisor: Patty Atchley- 
· Think about what faculty members we want to bring out to the spring meetings.
· There will probably be some tv/ camera crews out there during Rock the Vote.
· Tent- Money was requested from the dean because there was money left over, we will see if she will allow the money to roll over.  If we don’t receive the money we should take this issue to the senate for approval.  SG needs a tent for events.
Officer Reports-
President: Steven Rosson-

· Committee report forms-   Please remember to do the committee report forms when you have your committee meetings.
· Timelines at Senate meetings-  We are going to go over  the correct way to ask questions during the senate meeting at retreat. Please try not to call on people during the committee reports, allow Steven to recognize the person and if the question is relevant then he can decide if we discuss the question now or later. The committee members can also see what is being asked and then decide if it is relevant to answer at that time or after the meeting.
· Change to standing rules- Steven was wondering if it would be a good idea to change the standing rules to allow non-senators to be recognized during discussion. We should be able to recognize people connected with UTD for informational purposes. We could allow faculty and guest visitors to give their input during discussion. We will consider this issue and discuss it further at a later date.
Vice President: Grace Bielawski-

· Senator Involvement- Grace and Steven will be holding meetings Wednesday and Thursday with senators about retreat and student government involvement.  A document was handed out stating the guidelines for senator involvement.
· Dr. Daniel dinner 11/9- This dinner is going to be a sit down dinner at 5pm in McDermott Suite
Committee Reports:

Graduate and International Affairs Committee: Megan Malone-

· Foreign Language- Dean Kratz usually pays for the foreign language program because there is not enough demand for these programs. Making language mandatory was voted down in faculty senate.
· Transportation Committee- This committee is off to a good start. The students in this committee are really excited about it.
Academic Affairs Committee: Dina Shahrokhi

· Dina is alive- YAY!
· GPA goals- It doesn’t seem that we are going to be able to change our system. We can encourage professors to give students  A+ though.  At UTD giving an A+ is an option for teachers, and many teachers just choose to give only A’s instead.
· Tier 1- The mayor of Dallas is recommending that UTD receive Tier 1 status. We need to educate the students about the benefits of Tier1: more money, better teachers, and better status for the school. We need to push the administration to state the programs that we need to become Tier 1. We need to work on getting more donations to help  push for Tier 1 status.
· Language program-  Dina will try to talk to Dean Kratz about increasing incentives to take these classes. These classes are getting dropped, which is sad for students who actually want to take this class.
Communications Committee: Molly Wurzer

· Sound off results- We are going to have a survey. 
· SG needs to fill out a form to do our dunking booth at Sounds of Class.
· Retreat- This committee is planning the retreat. They are going to have a meeting at noon on Friday to plan the retreat.  There are many programs planned to inform the senators on topics like parliamentary procedure during retreat. The high ropes is going to be 3 hours, so we are going to ask the senators who will and will not want to do the high ropes.
· Committee meeting- The first mixer will probably be going to the tailgate and soccer game. There will be more information on this to come.
Legislative Affairs Committee: Felicity Lenes

· Update on Fred Hill appreciation- Fred Hill has been invited to talk to senate at the December 2 meeting.
· Rock the Vote speakers- Speakers will be coming to speak at 12:30.
· Research projects – This committee is working on tax free text books, they are going to have a draft for a senate resolution. We are probably going to go against tax free text books because of losing tax dollars for the state, which could in turn cost funding to higher education and instead encourage professors to use the cheaper books and buy books online. We are keeping an eye on the buildings and on how far they are coming with it. 
· Committee Solidarity-  Committee will make t-shirts for the retreat, if anyone else wants to do that too. 
Residential Student :Karen Hinkley
· WPAC- The committee is formed! First meeting is on the 18th.
· Waterview wireless wonder- This is still happening and Karen  and 2 other people need to go over the contracts. We could get this as early as October.
· Interview with Mercury- The editor wants to meet with Karen about the dog park. The senate feels split about the dog park issue. 
· Committee Chairs evaluating committee members- This idea can provide another layer of accountability and when positions are open the EC can look back and see how they were involved in their committees in the past.
Student Affairs Committee: Diana Kao

· Rock the Vote- They ordered 300 t-shirts for Rock the Vote. There is a contract to feed 500 people but we might move it up to 600 people. 
Technology Committee: Cody Eilrich

· Website Updates-Senators took pictures after the last senate meeting.
· Meeting with Dr. Gary- The will be a new sis system next year that will be so much better. It will be a 24/7 system. Dr. Gary has offered to fix computers in the study lounge, getting wireless set up in the student union. He will be at the committee meetings.
Meeting adjourned 6:53

