Student Government Senate Meeting

16 September 2008

Call to Order: 5:19 pm
Roll Call:

Present:  Steven Rosson, Grace Bielawski, Elizabeth Agalaba, Shweta Arya, Stephanie Bouillion, Anthony Broderick, Megan Burks, Lewis Chang, Cody Eilrich, Yana Gelman, Issac Hernandez, Karen Hinkley, Nick Hinojosa, Mack Hird, Andrew Hoelscher, Samia Hossain, Remsen Jennings, Diana Kao, Felicity Lenes, Dypti Lulla, Megan Malone, Rosa Montelongo, Gllian Papanek, Juliann Peterson, Dina Shahrokhi, Kaela Smith, Rachel Stratton, Luis Torres, Sarah Trowsdale, Bradley Wallace, Molly Wurzer, Yen Yoon, Bryan Thompson, Lye-Ching Wong, Cliff Hsieh, Prashatt Raghavendran, Hasoon Hashmi, Eddie Wood, Alexandra Ransom, Nate Bleker, Zyad Mabruk


Excused: Daniel Kaminski


Unexcused: Abhimanya Singh, Maria Islam

Approval of Minutes from 9/2/2008:

Motion to approve- Megan Malone


Second- Rachel Stratton

Visitors/ Announcements:

Dr.Daniel, University President- The Faculty Senate feels that Student Government is very important and listens very carefully to what they recommend. Tier One universities are mainly research universities. The three tier one universities in Texas are UT Austin, Rice, Texas A&M. There are many good schools that are not tier one, they simply don’t focus on research as much. We want UT Dallas to evolve into a Tier One research school. UT Dallas is one of seven emerging research universities. Tier One universities get more funding to hire more professors, add more classes, which in turn will attract more students. Dr. Daniel has proposed that each university work to raise money and then the legislature could fund accordingly thus providing funds for more than just one designated university.  The universities should be rewarded for their efforts.  If UT Dallas became a tier one school we would have more operating money and more scholarship money. We would have more undergraduates doing research and we would have the ability to hire the world’s best faculty. The tone should be that we need to move forward and we support the opportunity to compete.  
Dr. Kaplan-  Faculty senate representative
Ben Dower- Passed out a paper stating the percentages for Parking-Related Appeals. He suggested we create some sort of pamphlet on rules and regulations on parking while on campus.
Peter Wanken, Alpha Phi Omega-  Alpha Phi Omega is a national service fraternity on campus. Their national convention is coming up in Boston, and they want to send two voting delegates to the convention.  At the convention they will learn about parliamentary procedure, voting, and will be voting on their new national president.  The total cost is $800 per person; they are coming to Student Government to request money. This matter will be brought up later in new business. 
SOF President: Richard Sellar- The final orientation to register for SOF will be on Thursday, September 18  at 5:00pm. There is a new rule that organizations only need to attend two SOF meetings per semester. SOF members are discussing changes in the SOF rules, if you have suggestions please contact  Richard.
Officer Reports:

President:Steven Rosson-

· Freshmen and new senator appointments-  Welcome Residential Senate EC members and  freshmen commuter students. Several appointments will be made during new business.
· Committee placement- New senators should know what committee they are on before retreat. If you don’t know what committee you’re on please talk to Steven or Grace.
Vice President Grace Bielawski-
· Retreat- This weekend! Sept 19-20.  A retreat schedule was passed out during the senate meeting. 
· Individual Senator meetings- Thanks everyone!
Treasurer: Rachel Stratton-

· Upcoming Senate-sponsored events- These are events we allocated money for this fall.  Please try  to attend these events. These two  will count for your one required event per semester
· Alpha Gamma Delta/ Zeta Beta Tau tailgate- Sept. 25
· Sigma Alpha Epsilon’s Rock the Campus for the Cure –Sept 28
Committee Reports:
Dina Shahrokhi, Academic Affairs
· Foreign language- This committee is working on having foreign language offered as an honors credit. They will be meeting with different multicultural organizations on campus to see if more students are interested.
· GPA, Tier One- The committee is working on these issues. 
· Course Catalog- The committee is looking at different universities to see what they are doing for their course catalog. They are also looking into online catalogs.
Molly Wurzer-Communications
· Sound off- The first sound off on September 8 went great! The feedback we received was that many students like the campus and say it feels peaceful. Having more bike lanes and clocks were suggested.
· Future sound offs- Molly passed around a sign-up sheet for future sound offs. All senators must work one a semester. Sound offs are a great way to get involved and talk to students.
· October Mixer- For the October mixer senators will be attending a UTD soccer game. We will be getting together at 1:00 on Saturday, October 25.
Felicity Lenes – Legislative Affairs
· Tax free textbooks- The committee suggestion on this topic is almost ready to submit to the senate. Please listen for this in the upcoming senate meetings.
· Legislator info sheets- Info sheets will be handed out during rock the vote.
· Top ten percent rule- 
· Tier-one info sheet- The committee has printed out an info sheet. Please look over it.
Karen Hinkley – Residential Student Affairs
· Request – Send her suggestions for community improvement ideas for Waterview phases. 
· WP- The meeting will be Thursday, September 18 at 2:00pm.
· St. Jude’s Event- This event will be on September 30 at 8:00pm at the phase 2 clubhouse. The entrance fee will be a $5 donation. There will be lots of food and prizes.  People can also color a chili pepper at Chilies restaurant and submit it to help raise money. Please support this event with your attendance.

Diana Kao-Student Affairs
· Rock the Vote- TOMORROW! Rock the Vote will be occurring between 11-2  in the Student Union Park. Free food will be served  at 12noon. Candidates Angie Chen Button and Sandra VuLe will be speaking. There will be a Constitution quiz, and all participants can submit their names for the drawing.  Four students can win gift cards.

Cody Eilrich-Technology
· Dr. Gary- SIS system will be a 24/7 system within one year. Dr. Gary will be attending the Technology committee meetings from now on to help with ideas and progress.
· Website Update- The forums are up and ready to go. New sponsor forms are up that will make it easier for organizations to request money.

Patty Atchley-Advisor
· Retreat paperwork- Patty needs this ASAP. We only do it once, so just get it done.
· Family Day/Sounds of Class- Please come out and support this event. Steven and Grace will be in the dunking booth for SG.

· Hurricane Ike Red Cross Drive- There will be a blood drive on Thursday, September 18 for the victims and a booth where students, faculty and staff can donate money. 
· Dinner with Dr. Daniel- Mark your calendars for the SG dinner with Dr. Daniel on November 9, 2008.
New Business:

Motion to appoint students  - approved
Move to allocate up to $1000 to Alpha Phi Omega 
· Discussion 
· Senators discussed if the amount allocated was appropriate 

· Senators state that because we do not usually give organizations money to travel this may be unfair.

· Karen Hinkley makes a motion to change the motion to $300. 

· Second: Steph Bouillion
· Motion passes to change amount to $300
· Molly moves to amend to $500

· Second: Yen Yoon
· Motion approved
· Molly motions to close debate
· Senate approves motion to  close debate
· Senate motions to allocate $500

· Motion approved
Adjourn 6:43
