University of Texas at Dallas

Executive Council Student Government Meeting

30 September 2008
Call to Order: 5:17
Approval of Minutes: motion to approve Dina Shahrokhi
Second : Megan Malone 

Announcements or  Visitors: none
Advisor Report-

SG Advisor: Patty Atchley

· Budget process- We are starting the budget process for the year 2010. Patty will be submitting the budget to the dean on Friday. The fee committee will review and make a recommendation, the budget needs to move through many different people before it will be approved. We start with last year’s budget then we can apply for additional needs. This year we will work towards having bigger and better PR. We also have extra money this year for travel. Think about this and if you have any suggestions talk to Patty.
· APO request- APO’s request for funding- this item went through very quickly. This item could have been tabled instead of voted on so quickly with such little information. APO will not be approved for this money due to the fact the their advisor will not be able to stay for the whole trip . From now on there needs to be criteria set on what we approve. We need to consider not funding travel for organizations.
Officer Reports-

President: Steven Rosson-

· Parking enforcement information- An email is being sent out giving people information on the parking issue. This email is also going to let the students know the times they have to pay for meter parking and where they can park with their colored tag.
· This agenda is huge!!!!- YES!!! 
Vice President: Grace Bielawski-

· Retreat follow-up- An overall evaluation sheet was passed out about retreat. Overall everyone seemed to have a great time!
· Breast Cancer Awareness Day, 10/15 11-1pm SU Mall- A lot of people are coming to support this event- more info will come.
· T-Shirts- We are keeping the student government logo. We agreed to do hoodies and t-shirts for student government. It is good PR so we are going to bring it to the senate and see what they decide.
· Senator of the Month- This will be discussed in new business
Treasurer: Rachel Stratton-

· Hoodies-  We are looking into getting hoodies. A design will be drawn up and present  to senate to be voted on.
Committee Reports

Graduate and International Affairs Committee: Megan Malone

· Spirit Rock debates- Megan has gotten emails about having debates at the Spirit Rock. A member of the debate team would monitor the debate. Student Government would help sponsor it. 
· 24-hr emergency needs vending machine- A 24-hour emergency needs vending machine is requested for campus. There is a question of where we would put it. This could be taken to a different group to purchase it, but we feel this is a need.
Academic Affairs Committee: Dina Shahrokhi

· Kratz meeting- Dean Kratz was positive about the language meeting. He wants us to have a language hall where we have all the languages in the same area. He said one of the main problems is that it is hard to find good certified language professors. 
· Possible resolution for Language Hall- He has gotten it approved and he thought it would be a good idea if the resolution came from the students. The Academic Affairs Committee could recommend this resolution.
· GPA- Steven Wildenthal joint letter- Dean Coleman says we are not going to have a A+ system.  He said the system says we do have an honorary A+, he agreed that many of the professors however do not know that an A+ will help students. Dean Coleman recommended that he and Steven write a letter informing professors that we have this system and that it helps students.
· Catalog research- UTD has a catalog at the bookstore, but they don’t print them anymore. It is available online, but some people want a paper copy. We are looking into making more of the printed catalog, but just not making as many.
Communications Committee: Molly Wurzer

· Update on Sound Offs- There were a lot of suggestions, mostly parking complaints. 
· Mixers (not much new)- The committee is  having a meeting on Thursday where they will discuss the budget for mixers.
Legislative Affairs Committee: Falicity Lenes

· Top 10%, Tier 1- looking into more info
· Research University Student Governements- We are looking into partnering with more research university student governments.
· Tax free text books- There will be more to come on the resolution on tax free text book.
· Meningitis-This is a popular political issue that committee is looking into.
Residential Student Affairs Committee: Karen Hinkley

· St. Jude’s Event TONIGHT!!!!- In the phase 2 clubhouse from 8:00pm-11:00pm .
· RSA Committee Flyers- Flyers giving residents info about the Residential Student Affairs Committee and how to contact the members of this committee.
· WPAC/CHAC meetings- 
· WPAC – The meeting went very well. The University wants a better proposal on the dog park before they decide whether or not to approve the location.  
· CHAC- They want the  electricity for phases 5-8 to have the same electricity rate. This will be a project they will be working on in the future.  If you have any questions about other topics discussed in the meeting then talk to Karen.
Student Affairs Committee: Diana Kao

· Rock the Vote Evaluation- Rock the vote went very well. Some constructive criticism is to put the speakers at the end.  Overall it was great! Over 120 voters were registered!
· Student Issues
· Seating in SOM- The Dean of the SOM is aware of the issue and is looking into creating more seating.
· Smoking policy- The rule is smoking must be 25ft away from doors. We are going to move ash trays away from doors. We are looking more into this issue.
· Meeting with Dr. Rachavong
· Sound-off results- She loved having the sound-off results. It especially helps when people are more specific in the responses. Parking is definitely an issue. 200 more parking spots will be added to SOM in the coming year, and 4000 trees have been purchased to go on University Blvd. More clocks will be added to the Union and  CSI will be getting a makeover.
·  Updates on projects- More bike racks are being installed. 
· Enhancement boards at a senate meeting- Boards that show the design of the beautification project will be brought to future senate meetings.
Technology Committee: Cody Eilrich

· E-mail Project- This project is almost done. A new resolution has been written up.  The provider will be yahoo. 
· Forum Issues- People are having trouble logging in. If you send Cody your student ID he will get you in.
· Website Updates- The website has been progressing. Everyone’s picture is on the page. The forms are also up now.
Old Business:

· Senator Accountablity- If everyone can get on the forums and respond to the accountability post.
· Tent Status-  We need to look into this for the next meeting
New Business
· Senator of the Month-
· Molly nominated Rosa

· Felicity nominated Remsen  

· Steven moved to take a vote for the people in favor of Rosa for senator of the month

· The EC elected Rosa as senator of the month

Adjourn 7:00pm
