Minutes of the Student Senate

The University of Texas at Dallas

October 7, 2008

Call to Order: 5:30pm
Roll Call: 
Present- Steven Rosson, Grace Bielawski, Elizabeth Agalaba, Shweta Arya, Nate Bleker, Stephanie Bouillion, Anthony Broderick, Megan Burks, Lewis Chang, Cody Eilrich, Haroon Hashmi, Karen Hinkley, Nick Hinojosa, Mack Hird, Andrew Hoelscher, Samia Hossain, Clifford Hsieh, Remsen Jennings, Maria Islam, Daniel Kaminski, Diana Kao, Felicity Lenes, Dypti Lulla, Zayd Mabruk, Megan Malone, Rosa Montelongo, Gillian Papanek, Juliann Peterson, Prashant Raghavendran, Alexandra Ransom, Dina Shahrokhi, Abhimanya Singh, Kaela Smth, Rachel Stratton, Bryan Thompson, Luis Torres, Sarah Trowsdale, Bradley Wallace, Molly Wurzer, Yen Yoon, Lye-Ching Wong, Eddie Wood
Excused- Yana Gelman, Isaac Hernandez, Bradley Wallace

Approval of Minutes from 09/16/2008: Megan Malone: Motion to Approve





      Karen Hinkley: Second
Visitors/Announcements:
Dr. Gary—Vice President and Chief Information Officer- He has been Chief Information Officer for the past 2 years. The communication infrastructure needs to be 1st class and they are continuously looking at ways to improve such as: the department has 85 staff, and a major program is hiring more IT staff. Project O’Ryan- changing core administrative system; we were picked to be one of the pilot schools to test out the new student information system, People Soft.  The main problem with the student information system is the availability( not available 24/7, but our goal is to be up 20/7) Projects have been going very well so far. UT Arlington and UT Tyler are also pilots for this project. A year from now the new program is scheduled to be completely up and running. The new system will be located at the UT system office in Fort Worth. A second generation was done of the wifi network. They went with a different company, and if cell phones become the “new computer” we will be ready to accommodate those users. The Time Warner relationship with University Village:  They have a 24 hr help desk. Help desk support for webct- went with a new company. Universities are now a big target for phishing scams. UTD has purchased a spam blocker and has taken precautions to keep this from continuing to happen. gary@utdallas.edu
Psi Chi- requesting $100 for banquets, bake sale
Oxfam- Food purchases for a hunger banquet- $1000, $700 food, $300 auction items
Nick Hinojosa - Suaab- tomorrow at 10pm there is an orientation for actors, volunteers to turn the Student Union into a haunted house. For Halloween.  Please contact Nick if you are interested

Officer Reports:
President: Steven Rosson
· Senator of the month-  Rosa Montelongo! Congratulations
· RSA flyering tonight- Please help out! Karen would appreciate it a lot if people helped out
· Parliamentary procedure reminders- If anyone has any questions about how to make motions, or anything regarding PP you can always ask.  Keep everything in mind that you learned in senate so please use that.
· Parking- We have a lot of misinformation about parking and parking enforcement. Steven had an email sent out to students that hopefully cleared all of the questions up.

· Alpha Phi Omega- They can not use the money we allocated to them because it was a travel expense but that money is now going to their math and science camp.
Vice President: Grace Bielawski
· Retreat — it rocked ( Thanks everyone!
· Breast Cancer Awareness Day—DATE CHANGE!

· Thursday, October 30th, 11am-1pm (2 weeks later than it was) In order to support other groups on campus that are having similar breast cancer awareness programs we have changed the date.
·  Sun., Oct. 26th—Flyering 

· Mon-Wed., Oct. 27th-Oct. 29th—booths to hand out bras

· Request for Breast Cancer Awareness Day funding--$1,600 (brought up in new business)
Rachel Stratton: Treasurer

· T-shirts / hoodies- The design was passed around but Rachel is still shopping around for better prices.
Committee Reports:
Graduate and International Affairs: Megan Malone
· Spirit Rock debates- Speak approached her to have debates at the Spirit Rock
·  Vending machine- There is a need for one located for 24 hour use.  She is thinking about locations: it would have medicine, condoms, and little things that students would need in the middle of the night.
Academic Affairs Committee: Dina Shahrokhi

· Language Hall proposal- Met with Dean Kratz and he proposed a language hall that would be located in Jonsson so the languages would all be in one hall. It would be a huge asset for us and our language program. PR for language program update coming soon.
· GPA - Steven and Coleman are writing joint letter- requesting that faculty use honorary A+. If you have any suggestions on this topic you can discuss it in the forum.
· Catalog research- Looking into cardstock catalogs 
· Dr Kaplan- Cost of textbooks: The school is trying to put together a program so that the students will know ahead of time what books they need for their classes.  She suggested that Student Government take on this project.
Communications: Molly Wurzer
· Sound-Off results

· Mixer – Thursday, October 23- meeting at 4:00 pm to have pizza and paint posters/ faces. 5:00 pm we will all go over to the soccer games.
Legislative Affairs Committee: Felicity Lenes
· Tier One Article- We have been getting very good press in the local newspapers about UTD becoming Tier One
· STEM building Groundbreaking- Tuesday, Oct 28 at 10am. The celebration/ groundbreaking will be about an hour. Please try to show up!
· Economy impact on Legislative Session- The UT system is fine as far as money goes, but state funding allocated to schools, will probably be less, and there may not be money to fund Tier One this session
· Polling Place update- Officials in Collin County want to work with us in the future, but it’s too late to have a location on campus for the November election..
Residential Student Affairs Committee: Karen Hinkley 
· RSA Committee flyers- Thanks for your help
· St. Jude's Event report- raised $9000, over 500 students attended and it was very successful
· WPAC/CHAC meetings- The first meetings have been held this semester and let Karen know if you have any  housing questions
Student Affairs Committee: Diana Kao
· Rock the Vote
· Thank you! See evaluation on forums.
· Seating in SOM- There is a concern that there is not enough seating in the hallways and the dean has been contacted and is working on getting a budget for that
· University smoking policy- the 20 ft from buildings rule is not being enforced, they will work on fixing that
· Meeting with Dr. Rachavong

· Sound-off results: 200 new parking spots will be added by January,4000 more  trees will be added to University Blvd, more clocks will be added to Student Union.
· Updates on projects: campus enhancement, bike racks, webcam of residence hall construction

Technology Committee: Cody Eilrich
· Suggestion form online – sg.utdallas.edu/suggest- Online now!
· Sponsorship form online – sg.utdallas.edu/sponsorship- new form that will be used when students come to senate with requests
· Forums upgraded – sg.utdallas.edu/forum
· E-mail Project Update- Technology Committee proposed Yahoo be the new provider
· Time Warner Internet Issues- There are many senators having difficulties using this, there will be a forum started on this topic.
SG Advisor: Patty Atchley

· SG attorneys- Students cannot go to the campus attorney to speak to them about problems with Waterview Park. Instead contact Karen, Matt Grieve or JD about  issues
SOF President: Richard Sellar- GNO White, new Assist. Director of the Student Union is the new advisor. He has some new ideas for SOF. SOF is going through changes and hopefully they will have a plan by December that they will be able to implement in January
Old Business:
New Business:
· Motion to allocate up to $1,600 for Breast Cancer Awareness Day-
· A motion was made to allocate up to $1,600 for Breast Cancer Awareness Day

· Motion approved
· Motion to allocate up to $200 for Senate mixer (pizza, poster, paint, face paint)- Molly Motions to allocate up to $200 – motion approved
· Motion to amend standing rules on financial allocations

· Rachel moves to amend the standing rules on financial allocations

· The provision states that SG will not fund travel or anything that requires travel, or any event off campus
· Juliann Peterson made a friendly amendment to make the form completed and submitted.

· Molly makes a call to question

· Motion fails

· All in favor of adopting this amendment to the standing rules
· Motion approved
· Karen Hinkley Motions to allocate $100 for the Psi Chi bake sale

· Rachel made a friendly amendment that we allocate the money as long as the form is filled out

· Psi Chi is not a registered student organization with SOF

· Juliann moves to table the motion until  we have more information, motion approved.
Motion to allocate up to $1000 to Oxfam for their hunger banquet

Oxfam has been selling candy bars in the Student Union and is trying to raise money


Molly Wurzer moves to table this until next meeting

Luis second


Motion approved
Rachel moves to allocate up to $1500 for hoodies


Sarah Seconds


Motion to table


Motion approved
Adjourn 7:11pm

