Minutes of the Student Senate

The University of Texas at Dallas

October 21, 2008

Call to Order-5:20pm
Roll Call:
Present- Steven Rosson, Grace Bielawski, Shweta Arya, Nate Bleker, Stephanie Bouillion, Lewis Chang, Cody Eilrich, Yana Gelman, Haroon Hashmi, Isaac Hernandez, Karen Hinkley, Nick Hinojosa, Mack Hird, Andrew Hoelscher, Samia Hossain, Clifford Hsieh, Remsen Jennings, Maria Islam, Daniel Kaminski, Diana Kao, Felicity Lenes, Dypti Lulla, Zayd Mabruk, Megan Malone, Rosa Montelongo, Gillian Papanek, Juliann Peterson, Prashant Raghavendran, Alexandra Ransom, Dina Shahrokhi, Abhimanya Singh, Kaela Smith, Rachel Stratton, Bryan Thompson, Luis Torres, Sarah Trowsdale, Bradley Wallace, Molly Wurzer, Yen Yoon, Lye-Ching Wong, Eddie Wood


Excused- Anthony Broderick


Unexcused- Elizabeth Agalaba, Megan Burks

Approval of Minutes from 10/07/2008 
Motion to approve- Molly Wurzer

Second-Dina Shahrokhi
Visitors/Announcements:
Dr. Rachavong—Vice President for Student Affairs- UTD is having a graffiti problem. Graffiti has been painted on the mall area, the Green building, and the theater. This problem needs to be fixed immediately. Facilities Management must come out and spend the day sand blasting the building. Campus police are looking into who is doing this, but right now they have no leads. We think that there is a correlation between the Spirit Rock and the graffiti. Dr. Rachavong is concerned because the graffiti is not only costly to clean up, but also makes the school look bad to visitors. If a person is caught doing this there will be very serious consequences. She is open to all suggestions concerning this issue.
Dr. Jamison—Vice President for Business Affairs-  Dr. Jamison is responsible for human resources, budget, finance, campus police, environment, health, safety, physical plant, and procurement on campus. This graffiti problem is very serious business. We are trying the make progress on developing our campus and this is hindering the process. On November 20 we are going to break ground on campus enhancement. There are going to be a lot of new changes coming to UTD in the next couple of years. One of the new changes to campus will be a loop road around campus so campus facilities will be easily accessed. The new Student Services building will break ground in the spring and additional hiking and soccer fields will be made. Founder’s Hall is being renovated right now and will be completely redone. UTD is looking into additional landscaping and parking lots. Shelters will be added near the bus stops around campus to provide people shade from the sun. Dr. Jamison wants people to feel better about the University after they leave. He would like suggestions on what students like and what makes students want to come back. He wants students to aid the school in providing a strong customer service, wellness and cleanliness program. Cleanliness is something students can help with. UTD is the new up and coming school of North Texas. Please send all suggestions to Peg at mzotter@utdallas.edu, or Dr. Jamison at  cjamison@utdallas.edu
Richard Sellar- There will be a SOF meeting this Thursday. The next orientation will be November 6, but organizations can also do a private orientation if they contact him.
Laura Shagman- Kappa Alpha Theta is requesting $500 for their Rock the Casa charity event.  The money will be used for a sound engineer for the event.
David Selzer- Zeta Beta Tau is requesting $500 for their charity poker tournament. The money raised for this event will be going to Children’s Miracle Network.
Alpha Phi Omega – Alpha Phi Omega will be having a trick or treating for can goods. Please contact them if you have can goods to donate.
SUAAB- SUAAB is having a Halloween bash on Friday, October 31 in the Galaxy rooms. Try to come out for all the fun!

Ben Dower- Ben is here today not as Student Regent, but on behalf of the students. He stated that he  is opposed to Student Government buying hoodies  because he thinks it is bad press and hard to justify using the money for hoodies. He feels that we can use the money in better ways to do PR.
Maria Islam- A flyer was passed around giving students info on how to get involved in human rights events in Dallas.
Remsen Jennings- Trunk or Treat will be going on this Halloween in phase 8. Organizations can sponsor a vehicle and have kids come and get candy from the trunks. There will also be a haunted house that kids can trick or treat at set up in the phase 8 apartments.
Nick Hinojosa- OTM orientations are starting this week. Please try to come out to one of the orientations if you are interested.
Karen moves to go to New Business- motion approved
Molly Moves to close New Business and go back to Old business- motion approved
Officer Reports:
President: Steven Rosson
· Nothing to report
Vice President: Grace Bielawski
· Breast Cancer Awareness Day—Oct. 30th, 11-1pm SU Steps 
· Volunteer information and sign-ups going around

· Bras and bags will be given away during Breast Cancer Awareness Day. There are 5 days students can possibly participate- so please sign up to volunteer.
· Flyering—Sun, Oct. 26th
· Booths—Mon, Oct. 27th-Wed., Oct. 29th 
· The event—Thurs., Oct. 30th
Rachel Stratton: Treasurer

· T-shirts / hoodies- Rachel found much cheaper shirts and hoodies. We will vote on this issue in new business.
Molly Wurzer moves to return to new business
Second- Isaac Hernandez
Committee Reports:
Academic Affairs Committee: Dina Shahrokhi
· GPA letter being composed – Letter will soon go out to all faculty.
· Language PR meeting – The committee will meet to discuss pr  for the language program. Suggestions are welcome! 
· Online Catalog list finalized and booklet ongoing project – again, suggestions welcome! This project will be finalized by end of the week. 

· Accuracy with textbook listing- Academic affairs is working on getting the required book list from teachers in the semester. This way students can purchase textbooks from other locations and they don’t necessarily have to get the newest most expensive edition.
· New projects to look for: Music Program, Honor Code, tenured faculty teaching classes
Communications: Molly Wurzer
· Sound-Off tomorrow! There will be an email going out- she needs someone on her committee to help set up, so please contact her
· Mixer – THIS Thursday, Oct. 23 at 4pm!
Graduate and International Affairs: Megan Malone
· Nothing to report.
Legislative Affairs Committee: Felicity Lenes
· Meningitis- Legislative affairs are doing research on how UTD can get the meningitis shot required.
· E-meeting- Legislative affairs had avery productive e-meeting this week.
· Economic Impact on the UT System-The economic problems hit us pretty hard. The biggest problem right now is at Galveston where there is up to $500 million in damage
· MSET building groundbreaking—Oct. 28, 10am Please attend if possible- 1.6 million sq feet
Residential Student Affairs Committee: Karen Hinkley 
· Top Ten Tips brochures- 2 different brochures for will be given out for University Village and Waterview Park. These brochures will give important information to students. Everyone involved has made edits so the final product will be great!
· Waterview internet status- The possible wireless deal that Waterview may be making will be discussed tomorrow. Karen will report back about the outcome next meeting.
· WPAC meeting this Thursday- JD will report the status of the internet option in Waterview during the WPAC meeting.
Student Affairs Committee: Diana Kao
· Know Your Rights Day - November 6, 2008
· Purpose of event-This event makes students aware of their rights.
· Participation sign-up
· Commuter Student Bulletin Board- This board will help get info out to the commuter students.
· Conference Center Seating- Student affairs is working with academic affairs to work out the seating issue.
· Share the information you hear in Senate!
Technology Committee: Cody Eilrich
· Library Checkout Program- The technology committee is working on getting a laptop check out program. The technology committee will research other universities to see what they do to help persuade the UTD library to let us have a check out program.
· Time Warner 24/7 Tech Support: 1-866-360-5787- Residents can call that number if you have problems and they will help you out.
· Sustainability- The technology committee is advocating to put more environmentally friendly plates/cups in The Pub.
SG Advisor: Patty Atchley

· Dinner with Dr. Daniel—Sunday, Nov. 9th, 5pm- A sign-up sheet is being passed around. Please let Patty know if you are going to attend
· McDermott Suite, 4th floor of the library
· Business dress 
Old Business:
Oxfam America- Motion to take off the table and discuss the $1000 for Oxfam America’s hunger banquet.  Motion approved.
· Rachel Stratton  moves to amend motion to $500 

· Sarah Trowsdale second

· Motion approved
· Bryan Thompson moves to amend to $600

· Motion fails

· Abhimanya Singh moves to allocate $700

· Motion fails

· Moves to allocate $500

· Motion approved
New Business:
Rock the Casa -Remsen Jennings moves to allocate up to $500 to Kappa Alpha Theta for Rock the Casa
· Second- Rachel Stratton
· Motion approved.
Poker Tournament- Isaac Hernandez moves to allocate up to $500 for ZBT poker tournament

· Second- Sarah Trowsdale
· Maria Islam moves to allocate $250

· Vote on the motion to amend the motion to $250

· Motion fails

· Molly Wurzer calls the question

· Debate is ended

· Motion to allocate $500 to ZBT

· Motion approved
SG Hoodies- Rachel Stratton moves to allocate up to $900 to SG hoodies

· Second- Sarah Trowsdale
· Nick Hinojosa moves to refer this motion to Communications Committee
· Second
· Steph Bouillion calls to question on referring to Communications Committee

· Motion to refer to Communications Committee -denied

· Felicity Lenes moves to amend the motion to $800

· Vote in favor of ending debate

· Debate ended

· Vote on motion to amend motion to $800

· Motion approved
· Juliann Peterson makes a friendly amendment that makes it up to $800

· All in favor of allocating up to $800 

· Motion approved
Know Your Rights-Student Affairs committee moves to allocate $1750 for Know Your Rights Day
· Motion approved
SG T-Shirts- Rachel Stratton moves to allocate up to $400 for SG t-shirts
· Second- Felicity Lenes
· Motion approved
Adjourned 7:32
