Minutes of the SG

Executive Committee

The University of Texas at Dallas
October 28, 2008


Call to Order- 5:25pm
Approval of Minutes from 10/14- tabled till next meeting
Announcements/Visitors- none
Advisor Report
SG Advisor: Patty Atchley
· Publicity -Every committee has a lot of projects going on right now. Everyone is doing a great job!
· Tents- A budget sheet was passed around that had all the prices for the tent. Depending on what we decide the tent can be as low at $1508. The tents will be green and will feature our own student government logo in white.
· Benches for Dr. Jenifer and Dr. Terry- The money allocated for the benches was rolled over from the previous year’s budget they are memorial benches but the location of the benches is still undecided. We basically have to pick a bench and buy it

Officer Reports
President: Steven Rosson (ser052000)
· Handbook of Operating Procedures Committee- This is a committee that has recently been formed. Any changes made in policies will go through this committee first. A student, staff, and a faculty will be sitting on this committee.
· Parking and Transportation Committee- After winter break Drive A will be closed to build the new loop road. Student will also have to pay a $10 appeal bond now when they want to appeal a ticket. If the appeal doesn’t go through the money will go towards the ticket, and if it does the money will be given back to you.
· Provost Student Advisory Council- Brian Thompson was appointed to this advisory council.
· USA Today College Readership Program- This program will bring 2 or 3 of the following newspapers to campus: The Dallas morning news, USA today, and another paper of our choice. There will be many newspaper stands put up all over campus. They will come on November 11 to speak to the senate about this issue.
· Financial allocation guidelines- This item will be discussed further in new business.
Vice President: Grace Bielawski (gkb061000)
· Breast Cancer Awareness Day
· 11am-1pm (rally at 12pm) this Thursday!

· Senator of the Month- We will discuss this in new business
Treasurer: Rachel Stratton (ras062000)
· Hoodies and t-shirts ordered-  The hoodies and t-shirts are ordered and will be coming soon (
· The Project budget- The project budget has $17,063.92 left and the balance is now $94,861
Committee Reports 

Graduate and International Affairs Committee: Megan Malone (mlm022000)
· Spirit rock debate- The debate will be November 3 from 5:30pm to 6:45pm. SG will be serving cookies at this event.
Academic Affairs Committee: Dina Shahrokhi (dms067000)
· Language Hall Resolution Presentation

· Student Orgs Meetings- Dina contacted the presidents of every international groups on campus to see if their members would be interested in taking language classes.
· Cynthia Jenkins, Director of Undergraduate Advising,  Meeting

· Foreign Language Professor Meetings

· Upper-level credit for humanities

· International business/Foreign language-related major meetings- There will be meetings with professors to see if foreign langue can be made into a required class.
· Honor code- Patty and Dina are working on this issue.
· Calculus issues- Students have to pay for an online exam that is a bench mark test. This test is being counted as part of their grade. This seems to be really unfair to the students that they have to pay for a 5 hour test after they already paid for their class. Dina is meeting with the math dept chair and Patty is also looking into this issue.
· Music program- Academic affairs will soon have a meeting about this issue.
· Kaplan’s textbook issue
Communications Committee: Molly Wurzer (mkw042000)
· Sound-offs- Everyone has been showing up to the sound offs. We are getting a lot of really good suggestions. There is only one more sound- off left for this year.  
· University Village Cable- The number Cody said didn’t work, but there will be the correct number on the brochures going out to residents.
Legislative Affairs Committee: Felicity Lenes (fml041000)
· Candidate sheet- Legislative affairs made candidate sheets that have great information about the candidates. There are 1200 copies of these sheets that will be made available to students.

· Resolution- Please read the resolution and give Felicity your feedback.
Residential Student Affairs Committee: Karen Hinkley (kmh048000)
· Waterview internet deal- During the WPAC meeting it was announced that the proposal for the Waterview internet deal was approved.  The start -up cost is 1.1 million, so it might take some time before they get the financing to pay for it. It will happen anytime between January and June. A $15 a month fee will be charged to students for the new internet.

· Dog park location- Waterview is still waiting to hear back from the university.
· Lease renewal campaign- Waterview Park is having lots of great savings that their residents can take advantage of. If residents renew their Waterview lease before December 15 they will receive a $250 rent credit, and if they recruit someone to sign a lease for next year they get $100 referral. Everyone that signs up gets their name placed in a raffle for $1500. 
· Phase 4 study center conversion- The phase 4 clubhouse will be renovated into a study area.
· 2009 capital items- There will be some renovations made to Waterview Park Apartments in the coming months. The phase 3 apartments will be repainted, the phase 1 pool will be covered and turned into an outdoor kitchen facility, and the phase 2 basketball court will be renovated.

· Resident surveys- Waterview Park and University Village are now giving out surveys to their residents.
Student Affairs Committee: Diana Kao (dxk064000)
· Know Your Rights Day- The proposal was given out handed out during senate. Please look it over and give feedback.
Technology Committee: Cody Eilrich (cje061000)
· UTD TV- Dean Coleman was contacted to see if we can have a room for UTD TV.
· SEA Events

· TexRecycles Day: 11/13- Technology committee wants to put up a booth to let students know about TexRecycles Day.
· Earth Day: 04/22

· Laptop checkout- The technology committee will be meeting with the library again to discuss this issue.
New Business:
Draft final guidelines for financial allocations

The following are suggestions discussed in EC

· The senate can have a cap on financial allocations
· The senate should require organizations to go to SOF first
· SG should be more involved in the events

· SG will not sponsor any other organization’s events 

· SG can be a sponsor of an event

· SG can put this in standing rules or constitution

Senator of the month-
· Felicity Lenes Nominated Mack

· Grace Bielawski Nominated Remsen

· Karen Hinkley Nominated Julianne
Remsen Jennings was selected the senator of the month.
Adjournment 7:30 pm
	SENATE RESOLUTION 2008-003: RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT

OF THE REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS SYSTEM TEXTBOOK STUDY GROUP


WHEREAS college textbook prices have risen twice as fast as the rate of inflation as measured by the Consumer Price Index (CPI) since 2004; and

WHEREAS the average full-time student spent $942 for textbook in the 2006-2007, the most recent measurement by the College Board; and

WHEREAS The American Association of Publishers asserts that 20 percent of students forego purchasing textbooks, presumably instead borrowing copies from a library or friends or going without in order to avoid incurring the heavy costs of textbooks; and

WHEREAS a 2006 study by Zogby International found that 84% of professors felt students could not earn high grades in their courses without using the textbook, a finding suggested by common sense;  and

WHEREAS the General Accounting Office attributes the escalation of textbook prices to four major reasons: textbook bundling, frequently updated textbooks, bookstore markup and university profit; and

WHEREAS industry consolidation led to five of the largest publishers providing textbooks for over 80 percent of the market; and

WHEREAS the National Association for College Bookstores estimates U.S. college bookstore sales exceeding $10 billion per year; and

WHEREAS a 2005 Zogby poll finds that 80% of professors prefer to teach from the most recent edition of a textbook and place priority on using the most current information possible; and

WHEREAS the frequent introduction of new editions of textbooks negates the value of used textbooks and drives up prices by decreasing the supply artificially; and

WHEREAS UT Dallas is committed to providing a quality education for its students without increasing tuition rates – a likely result from a decrease in state funding due to a projected $30 million reduction in Texas tax revenues if a tax-free textbook provision were adopted; and

WHEREAS other money-saving practices, such as a used textbook marketplace, would save students more money without risking a reduction in state appropriations to UT Dallas

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Student Government of The University of Texas at Dallas urges the administration and faculty of the University of Texas at Dallas to follow the guidelines set forth in the Recommendations of the Textbook Study Group for the UT System, namely:
1) Require that textbook lists are submitted early enough for bookstores to take advantage of buybacks and the used textbook market

2) Urge faculty to consider multi-semester adoptions

3) Use old editions of a textbook even though a revised edition is released, or provide an equivalency guide so that students will be able to use either edition, as long as it remains appropriate pedagogically

4) Post textbook lists and ISBNs online on the university course schedule so students can shop the least expensive alternative, whether it be the on-campus bookstore or an online vendor

5) Use bundled textbooks and associated materials only when all materials will be actively used by the instructor.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Student Government of the University of Texas at Dallas rejects the adoption of tax-free textbook legislation.

Senate Resolution 2008-002

Whereas, several language courses per semester at the University of Texas at Dallas have been canceled due to low-enrollment,

Whereas, competitive post-undergraduate institutions highly recommend and seek students with foreign language proficiency, 

Whereas, a majority of professions also recommend knowledge in more than a single language, 

Whereas, students have been seeking language instruction at other institutions due to a lack of foreign language courses on campus,

Whereas, the University of Texas at Dallas is one of few campuses that lacks a centralized location for language instruction,

Whereas, a language center would facilitate both awareness and interest in foreign language instruction and increase enrollment,

Whereas, a resolution for a language hall submitted by Dean Kratz as part of a budget proposal has already been accepted,

Whereas, said resolution calls for changes that include the conversion of the east wing of the third floor of Jonsson into a centralized language center with two large classrooms as well as the language offices and a computer lab for language study,

Whereas, other institutions have experienced high enrollment within their language programs due to similar language halls,

Therefore, let it be resolved that Student Senate of the University of Texas at Dallas supports the establishment of a language hall as dictated by Dean Kratz in his budget proposal.
