Minutes of the Student Senate

The University of Texas at Dallas

November 11, 2008

Call to Order 5:17 pm
Roll Call-

Present- Steven Rosson, Grace Bielawski, Elizabeth Agalaba, Shweta Arya, Nate Bleker, Steph Bouillion, Anthony Broderick, Megan Burks, Lewis Chang, Cody Eilrich, Haroon Hashmi, Isaac Hernandez, Karen Hinkley, Nick Hinojosa, Mack Hird, Andrew Hoelscher, Samia Hossain, Clifford Hsieh, Remsen Jennings, Maria Islam, Daniel Kaminski, Diana Kao, Felicity Lenes, Dypti Lulla, Zayd Mabruk, Megan Malone, Rosa Montelongo, Gillian Papanek, Jiliann Peterson, Prashant Raghavendran, Alexandra Ransom, Dina Shahrokhi, Abhimanya Singh, Kaela Smith, Rachel Stratton, Brian Thompson, Luis Torres, Sarah Trowsdale, Bradley Wallace, Molly Wurzer, Yen Yoon, Lye- Ching Wong, Eddie Wood


Unexcused- Yana Gelman

Approval of Minutes as corrected from 10/21/2008- Megan Burks was excused from the last meeting.

Grace moves

Antony second

Visitors/Announcements:

Dr. Spector—Vice President for Diversity and Community Engagement
Office of Diversity and Community Engagement was opened on campus on January 2, 2008.  Dr. Spector brought her brochures to help explain the mission of their office. The university can get to a higher level of excellence by increasing diversity in the student body. She came here to reach out to students and help students reach their goals and dreams at the university.  It is important that students are ready for the business world, which is full of diversity. Understanding different cultures and customs can be very helpful in the business world. Everyone you work with will be different from you and it is important that you understand and value those differences.  Dr. Spector’s office tries to bring knowledge and understanding to the student body. Some of the things they are working on this year are multicultural dialogs where students can engage in dialog with different people from different areas. Students can talk and learn from each other in a safe environment.  They have many activities for community engagement. Next year they are planning to have a multi-cultural housing in a living learning community. They host celebration programs on campus to embrace and highlight other cultures. They have the Diversity Student Council that advise Dr. Spector’s office on what students want to see and discuss. You can stop by her office in the Multi-purpose Building or send her an email with questions and concerns.

Anthony Broderick- He serves on the Diversity Student Council, so feel free to talk to him if you have any questions or concerns.

SUAAB- SUAAB has many fun events coming up: a comedy night tonight and madrigals night next week.

Luis Torres- Radio UTD is bringing a band from Atlanta that defined the Indy scene. The show will be in the Galaxy Room tonight.

Felicity Lenes has two bills to bring to student government so please pay attention.

Yen Yoon- Rock the Casa is this Friday. There are four bands and many prizes. The tickets are $5 presale and $7 at the door.

Officer Reports:


President: Steven Rosson

· Special recognition- Sgt. Bauer was recognized with a special certificate for all that he has done for SG and the students of UTD this year.
· Senator of the Month- Remsen Jennings!  Great Job!!!

· Congratulations Volleyball team- The Volleyball team won the conference championship!!! Congratulations!

· Parking sign changes- Signs will be put up soon that will make parking rules on campus more clear.
· Alcohol in the Pub- The issue of whether or not alcohol should be served in the put is being reevaluated.
Vice President: Grace Bielawski

· Breast Cancer Awareness Day follow-up: Thanks everyone!!

· Homecoming: First week in February- The theme this year is: Through the Decades.

· Cosmic Film Festival is in April- The deadlines for film entries are coming up soon, so sign up soon.

Rachel Stratton: Treasurer
· Hoodies & t-shirts are here!

Sarah Trowsdale: Secretary
· Senate attendance and letters- All senators are allowed three unexcused absences per year. If you are going to miss a meeting or any event you signed up for please let Grace or Steven know so you don’t get an unexcused absence. After two unexcused absences you will receive a letter letting you know you one have one unexcused absence left.

Committee Reports:

Academic Affairs Committee: Dina Shahrokhi

· GPA letter in progress- The GPA letting will be sent out soon.

· Resolution at new business (attached) - A resolution from the Academic Affairs Committee is attached to the agenda and will be discussed in new business.

· Ongoing meetings – Friday we’re meeting with Dean Kratz about foreign languages!!!

· Any ideas for PR are welcome!

· Calculus situation- The new benchmark test for calculus that must be taken and paid for by the students. A lot of students are very unhappy that this online test that they are paying for is counted towards their calculus grade. This is a new test and Academic Affairs is trying to get it removed.

· Music Program- Academic Affairs met with the Dean about the music program

Communications: Molly Wurzer

· Mixer

· Sound-Off- All the sound offs have been great so far. The last sound-off with be this Thursday.

· Alcohol in the Pub- A survey will be distributed to gather students’ opinions on this subject.


Graduate and International Affairs: Megan Malone

· Spirit Rock Debate- There was a great turn out of around 50 people at the spirit rock debate. The spirit rock debate will hopefully be repeated next semester.

Legislative Affairs Committee: Felicity Lenes

· Finances -- UT System- The permanent University fund (PUF) is down 14% this year.

· Possible Hygiene Survey- A hygiene survey may be given out to students to help explore the option to require a meningitis shot.

· Our state representatives- Elections are over and we have new district representatives. We are hoping that we can get them back on campus to talk to students soon.

· Textbook Issue/Resolution (attached) - The textbook resolution is attached to the agenda and will be discussed in new business.

Residential Student Affairs Committee: Karen Hinkley 

· Top Ten Tips brochures – Students in Waterview Park and University Village received a top ten tips brochure giving them tips and letting them know Residential Affairs committee is here to help them.

· Waterview internet deal approved- The Waterview internet deal went through! Students in Waterview should expect their new wireless internet in June.

· Meal plan prices- Residential Student Affairs committee is doing research on these meal prices.

Student Affairs Committee: Diana Kao

· Know Your Rights Day: Thanks, Senators! Final costs, attendance, facilitation
· University Tobacco Policy Update- UTD has had issues with people smoking too close to buildings. Student affairs is looking at how to solve this problem.
· Conference Center Seating Update- More seats will be put in the Conference Center.
· Share what you know with students!  Let students know what we talk about in SG!
Technology Committee: Cody Eilrich

· Texas Recycles Day- 11/13- Technology committee wants to put up a booth to let students know about TexRecycles Day.

· Rick Dempsey meeting- UTD was looking at having solar panels on the new buildings, but after further research it was found to not be cost effective. UTD is looking into different options. We will have an update soon on this option.

· Laptop checkout- There will be a meeting with the UTD library administration soon on this issue.
SG Advisor: Patty Atchley
· The Student Union is looking at doing more signage and painting.

· Career Center is doing a lot of seminars this week. If you want more information stop by the Career Center or check out the Mercury.

· November 17 is the basketball kickoff.
SOF President: Richard Sellar

· Mercury article- Richard Seller was misquoted in the Mercury this week. A correction will be done in the next Mercury.

· The last SOF meeting is November 20 at 6:00pm.

Campus Light Evaluation: Rosa Montelongo

· The lighting on campus was evaluated this week. There will soon be a few small changes made.
New Business:

· Motion to adopt SR 2008-003 in support of a language hall 

· Academic Affairs committee moves to adopt SR 2008-003 in support of a language hall

· Motion approved
· Motion to adopt SR 2008-004 opposing tax-free textbook legislation

· Legislative Affairs committee moves to adopt SR 2008-004 opposing tax-free textbook legislation

· Eight of the nine UT schools have passed resolutions on tax free textbooks

· Motion approved
	Adjournment 6:17 pm


