Minutes of the Student Senate

The University of Texas at Dallas

November 18, 2008

Call to Order- 5:20 pm
Roll Call 

Present- Steven Rosson, Grace Bielawski, Elizabeth Agalaba, Nate Bleker, Stephanie Bouillion, Anthony Broderick, Megan Burks, Lewis Chang, Cody Eilrich, Yana Gelman, Haroon Hashmi, Karen Hinkley, Nick Hinojosa, Mack Hird, Andrew Hoelscher, Samia Hossain, Clifford Hsieh, Remsen Jennings, Diana Kao, Felicity Lenes, Dypti Lulla, Zayd Mabruk, Megan Malone, Rosa Montelongo, Gullian Papanek, Juliann Peterson, Prashant Raghavendran, Alexandra Ransom, Dina Shahrokhi, Abhimanya Singh, Kaela Smith, Rachell Stratton, Bryan Thompson, Luis Torres, Sarah Trowsdale,Bradley Wallace, Molly Wurzer, Lye-Ching Wong, Eddie Wood


Unexcused- Shweta Arya, Isaac Hernandez, Maria Islam, Daniel Kaminski, Yen Yoon
Approval of Minutes from 11/11/2008- Note that campus evaluation was October 29.


Minutes Approved
Visitors/Announcements:
Amanda Rockow—Vice President for Public Affairs
Public Affairs office is a small office at UTD. Public Affairs is basically the government relations office. Amanda Rockow worked at The Dallas Chamber of Commerce for 10 years, but decided to come work at UTD a couple of years ago. The Public Affairs office focuses on legislative policy and public relations. On the legislative side they monitor what goes on in the state legislature and in Richardson. They also make sure legislators know about UTD and how we feel about various topics. Elected officials need to know what is important to us. They try to get as many state legislatures to campus as possible. We have had at least 30 legislators here during the past year. We have events that get the legislative officials to come to campus. The University is also focusing on public relations- sponsorships, buying tables at events, and bringing guests to events to build relationships with elected officials. One third of the UTD budget comes from the state of Texas so it is important that we build relationships with these officials. There are many big issues that are coming up:  Tier 1 status, and other various important issues. This office is focused on getting the UTD name out there to the government and the various Chambers of Commerce. If you have any other questions please contact Amanda.

 Executive chair of SUAAB- Passed out flyers of upcoming events.

Richard Seller- The Mercury printed the correction of what he said in a previous article. The last SOF meeting is Thursday.

WebCT problems- The school is looking at new versions, but they need input mkaplan@utdallas.edu

Officer Reports:
President: Steven Rosson
· Alcohol in The Pub Advisory Committee (AITPAC)- A committee has been formed to discuss/recommend whether or not alcohol should be served in the pub. If you would like to be on this committee let Steven know. 
· Steven and Grace at UTSSAC this weekend- This weekend Grace and Steven will be attending UTSSAC in Austin. All presidents and vice presidents from all the UT schools attend this meeting to discuss system wide recommendations. Talk to Steven if you have any questions or want feedback.
Vice President: Grace Bielawski
· Homecoming: I Heart UT Dallas, Tues. February 3rd. Many organizations are participating in the homecoming committee. If you want to help plan homecoming talk to Grace.
· Nominations for Homecoming Royalty in new business
· SBA—new decal, Mercury Ad, targeting new businesses, streamlining program 
· Student Government is working with Julie Spanos to create a new decal for SBA that will be more recognizable to students.

· Student Government also wants to streamline this program so that we involve businesses students use frequently.
· Cosmic Film Festival in April, working with Meteor Theater- check out the link to find out more about the festival.
· For more info. visit http://www.utdallas.edu/orgs/meteortheater 

Treasurer: Rachel Stratton
· Rachel has a class schedule conflict  next semester and must resign from the treasurer position. Nominations for this position will be opened in new business.
Secretary: Sarah Trowsdale

· No Report
Committee Reports:
Academic Affairs Committee: Dina Shahrokhi
· GPA letter sent to Faculty- Steven wrote a letter to the professors concerning the matter of giving students an A plus. Dean Coleman emailed the letter to the faculty this week, so hopefully this semester more students will receive an A plus instead of just an A.
· PR Language meeting- Dean Kratz was happy to see that the resolution passed and will pass it on to Dr. Daniel.
· Music Program Goals- Dean Kratz wants to see more music rooms in Jonsson. A petition will be started to have more practice rooms.  In the next 2-3 years the music and arts department will hopefully have their own building. The music department is looking into purchasing additional pianos for students to practice on.
· Register for foreign language courses!
Communications: Molly Wurzer

· Mixer- The mixer will be December 4th at 5:30. We will be making signs and then attending the basketball game together
· Sound-Off results- There was a lot of great responses at the last sound-off, especially about the alcohol issue.
Legislative Affairs Committee: Felicity Lenes

· City Manager/Mayor meetings- Legislative affairs is trying to set up a meeting with the City Manager and Mayor of Richardson.
· Legislation of relevance- Felicity gave a report about issues that will be addressed at the next Legislative session. Please contact her if you would like more information on these issues.
Residential Student Affairs Committee: Karen Hinkley 
· Meal plan prices- They are still researching the meal plan prices and will give us their results.
Student Affairs Committee: Diana Kao
· Tobacco policy and Conference Room seating—keeping in touch with Dr. Jamison
· Issues from Oct. 22nd Sound-Off
· More places to sit outside, More trashcans between CBW and SU, More information about UT Dallas, Landscaping in mornings and on weekends
· Notes from Dr. Rachavong
· Mascot committee making progress, Lower level of SU, Gazebo for events and meetings.
Technology Committee: Cody Eilrich
· Laptop Checkout Program- The library is hesitant on starting up a laptop checkout program because they don’t have the resources. The technology committee  is now working on issues with wireless internet on campus.
New Business:
Nominations for homecoming royalty- Dina moves to open nominations for homecoming royalty
· Vote on opening nominations- SG opens nominations

· Gillian Papanek nominates Anthony Broderick 

· Anthony accepts

· Dina Shahrokhi nominates Grace Bielawski

· Grace accepts

· Rachel Stratton Nominates Steven Rosson

· Steven accepts

· Stephanie Boullion Nominates Dina Shahrokhi

· Dina declines

· Nick Hinojosa Nominate Cody Eilrich

· Cody declines

· Sarah moves to close nominations

· Candidates are voted on by secret ballot

· Steven and Grace win!!

Nominations for Treasurer- Dina Shahrokhi moves to open nominations for Treasurer

· Rachel Stratton nominates Stephanie Boullion

· Stephanie accepts

· Dina Shahrokhi  nominates Remsen Jennings

· Remsen accepts

· Sarah Trowsdale nominates Nick Hinojosa
· Nick declines

Candidate speeches and voting will take place next senate meeting

Adjourned 6:25pm 
