Minutes of the Student Senate

The University of Texas at Dallas

December 2, 2008

Call to Order 5:18
Roll Call
Present: Steven Rosson, Grace Bielawski, Elizabeth Agalaba, Shweta Arya, Stephanie Bouillion, Megan Burks, Lewis Chang, Yana Gelman, Haroon Hashmi, Isaac Hernandez, Karen Hinkley, Nick Hinojosa, Mack Hird, Andrew Hoelscher, Samia Hossain, Clifford Hsieh, Remsen Jennings, Maria Islam, Daniel Kaminski, Diana Kao, Felicity Lenes, Dypti Lulla, Zayd Mabruk, Rosa Montelongo, Juliann Peterson, Prashant Raghavendran, Alexandra Ransom, Dina Shahrokhi, Abhimanya Singh, Kaela Smith, Rachel Stratton, Bryan Thompson, Luis Torres, Sarah Trowsdale, Bradley Wallace, Yen Yoon, Lye-Ching Wong, Eddie Wood

Excused: Gillian Papanek, Molly Wurzer

Unexcused: Nate Bleker, Cody Eilrich, Megan Burks, Haroon Hashmi, Megan Malone
Approval of Minutes from 11/18/2008- Approved
Visitors/Announcements:
· All Senators resigning were recognized.
· Shweta Arya- If you have the means please talk to Patty about possibly paying for your sweatshirts.

SG Advisor: Patty Atchley
· Stressbusters reminder- Stressbusters will be provided during finals week in the Student Union
· Benches- Benches for Dr. Jenifer and Dr. Terry have been approved and will be put on campus next semester
Officer Reports:
President: Steven Rosson
· UTSSAC update (tuition setting & textbooks)- UTSSAC mostly discussed tuition issues and textbook costs. UTD is ahead of the game in these issues.
· Student Fee Committee meetings ongoing- This committee allocates money to departments offering student services. This committee has already had three meetings and will be having one more next week.
· Election board chair- Election board chair will be voted on in new business.
· Update on Alcohol In The Pub Advisory Committee (AITPAC)- This committee is just getting started, but it needs some student feedback. There will be a discussion up on the forum dealing with this issue, so please log on and let the committee know what your thoughts are on this issue.


· Mixer this Thursday (12/04 @ 5:30pm)- we will be making signs and going to the basketball game. Please try to make it.
· Parking signage victory! Signs will be going up soon that will clarify parking rules.
· Senator of the Month- Mack Hird! Congratulations.
Vice President: Grace Bielawski
· SBA advertisement- An advertisement went out in the Mercury letting students know what businesses are currently involved in the SBA program.
· Commuter board- The commuter student board has some great information for commuter students including SG information.
· I Heart UT Dallas- Mark your calendars for February 3.
· Cosmic Film Festival- Please look at the url so you can be more informed about what is going on with the festival.
· UTSSAC Health and Graduate Committee update- This committee will be doing a survey on health insurance and how it can be approved.
Committee Reports:
Academic Affairs Committee: Dina Shahrokhi
· Memo about calculus test- The math department will be sending out a memo to students on why this test was given and how it will be changed in the future.
Legislative Affairs Committee: Felicity Lenes

· Strategizing for next semester- Many bills have already been filed, so there won’t be much work until the legislature opens in January. Legislative Affairs is just keeping track and reviewing all the bills that will be up for vote during the legislative session.
Residential Student Affairs Committee: Karen Hinkley 
· Meal plan prices- Resolution will be discussed in new business.
· Alcohol in Phase 8- All apartments in Phase 8 are dry because only freshmen live there. Once the Residence Hall opens non-freshmen will be allowed to move into Phase 8. Our Committee is looking into applying the same rules as the rest of the phases regarding the alcohol policy.
· Pest control policy- The Residential Affairs Committee feels that the pest control policy of removing everything from the cabinets is unnecessary. The committee will be looking into changing the policy to make it more convenient for students.
Student Affairs Committee: Diana Kao
· Vending machines- Student Affairs is looking into getting an emergency needs vending machine put on campus.
· Recycling bins- More recycling bins will be placed on campus.
· SG attendance- Please let non-senators know they are welcome at the meetings.
Technology Committee: Committee Member
· Green initiatives & sustainability- The Technology Committee will be working on recycle mania.
· Wireless campus- The Technology Committee is looking to fix the dead spots on campus. Please let them know if there is any area where you are unable to get a connection.
Old Business:

· Treasurer elections
· Stephanie Bouillion and Remsen Jennings gave speeches to the Senate.
· The candidates were asked questions.
· The Senate had a discussion on the candidates.
· Remsen Jennings was elected treasurer.
New Business:
· Adoption of SR 2008-005 – The Residential Student Affairs Committee made a motion to approve the meal plan resolution.
· Dina moves to amend the last sentence where it says “or printing…” to make it its own clause- Amended

· Motion to amend the 5th whereas clause refer to what it is referencing- Amended

· Felicity moves to remove the option of taking away the meal block plan- Amended

· Mack calls to question

· Resolution approved as amended.
· Confirmation of Election Board Chair- Megan Malone
Adjournment 6:38

