Minutes of the SG

Senate Meeting
The University of Texas at Dallas
January 20, 2009

Call to Order 5:18
Roll Call

Present: Steven Rosson, Grace Bielawski, Nate Bleker, Stephanie Bouillion, Megan Burks, Lewis Chang, Cody Eilrich, Isaac Hernandez, Andrew Hoelscher, Clifford Hsieh, Remsen Jennings, Diana Kao, Felicity Lenes, Dypti Lulla, Zayd Mabruk, Megan Malone, Rosa Montelongo, Juliann Peterson, Prashant Raghavendran, Alexandra Ransom, Dina Shahrokhi, Abhimanya Singh, Bryan Thompson, Sarah Trowsdale, Bradley Wallace, Molly Wurzer, Lye-Ching Wong, Eddie Wood

Excused: Nick Hinojosa
Unexcused: Elizabeth Agalaba, Shweta Arya, Haroon Hashmi, Gillian Papanek, Kaela Smith, 
Approval of Minutes: Minutes Approved
Announcements/ Visitors

Nick Hinojosa- SUABB Winter Concert tonight 8-10pm

Eric Morris- A visitor interested in joining SG 

Yashodhan Gogte- A visitor interested in joining SG
Arsalan Baig- A visitor interested in joining SG
Brent Ford- A visitor interested in joining SG
Jordan Pilat- A visitor interested in joining SG
David Bendel- A recognized visitor
Ann Nguyen- A visitor interested in joining SG
Justin Perry- A visitor interested in joining SG
Matt Lagos- A visitor interested in joining SG
Maria-Luiza Popescu- A visitor interested in joining SG
Stevin George- A visitor interesting in joining SG

Ben Dower- President Cardenas, UT Permian Basin stepped down and was replaced by Dr. Sigeroa as president of the UT system
Dean Rogers- Dean Rogers passed out a Behavior Assessment and Intervention Team (B.A.I.T.) pamphlet that informs students of how to look out for unusual behavior. If you notice any students that are going through emotional distress or acting unusual please report this behavior to  B.A.I.T.  This group will go into action and evaluate the situation and do what they can to help.
Advisor Report
SG Advisor: Patty Atchley
· Attack Updates- the University has put up a website that will give information about the attack to all students. Since the attack, a town hall meeting has been held to help answer any questions.  The attacker has been released from jail, but is no longer allowed anywhere near campus. The University is looking into new security that will be set up around campus.
Officer Reports
President: Steven Rosson (ser052000)

· Alcohol in the Pub- AITPAC, alcohol in the pub committee will hold a meeting this Friday. This will be the final step in figuring out the alcohol situation in the pub. They will be looking over all the information that has been gathered over the years.
· Senate Appointments- Visitors that are here today will be eligible for appointment at the next meeting.
· Nominations for Residential Student Affairs (New Business)- Nominations will be taken for this office during new business.
· Attached to the agenda is a letter Steven wrote on behalf of SG to be given to Dr. Daniel. This letter thanks the administration for their quick action following the attack. The letter also lets the administration know that SG fully supports them in all their actions.
Vice President: Grace Bielawski (gkb061000)
· SG Calendar – A Senator involvement checklist was passed out during the meeting. This checklist states the events that require Senator attendance. There are four events this semester that Senators must participate in.
· Elections are scheduled for March 9-11. 
· Homecoming: I Heart UT Dallas- February 3, 2009 from 11am-2pm- Senators need to attend this event if possible!
· Spirit Committee: SG will be decorating four main building on campus.
Treasurer: Remsen Jennings

· Funding Appropriations- SG can no longer support project funding because of legal reasons. Senators should discuss new ways to use this money in their committee meetings.
· Homecoming Float Meeting- There will be a homecoming float meeting immediately after this senate meeting. SG will have a float decorating mixer on Thursday, February 5.
Committee Reports 

Academic Affairs Committee: Dina Shahrokhi (dms067000)
· Classes Offered- Committee will be addressing the issue of required classes being offered more often to students.
· Calculus Memo- Memo will be sent out to the math department stating students’ concern with the required calculus intro test that was added to their overall grade.
Communications Committee: Molly Wurzer (mkw042000)

· New Sound-Off Dates- Each Senator is required to work at a sound off so please sign up! 
· The next Senate mixer will be February 5, 2009.
Legislative Affairs Committee: Felicity Lenes (fml041000)
· Fred Hill- On January 29 UTD will be honoring Fred Hill for all he has done for UTD. A list of all his contributions will be sent out this week. It would be greatly appreciated if you would take the time to write him thank you letter.
· Re-Regulation Resolution- This is the number one issue on the Legislative Affairs agenda this semester. In 2003 each institution was allowed to set their tuition. Before 2003 the Legislature would set the tuition for schools and then provide the schools with funding. Since 2003 tuition has gone up because the legislature has not given schools enough support. Legislature is now looking to reregulate, so tuition will hopefully go down. The only flaw in the reregulation is that it won’t necessarily provide state funding. They may cap tuition, but then not give each institution the money they need to meet all their needs. It also lets state representatives make major decisions about that institution. The committee will be investigating this issue and report back to the senate on their final thoughts.
· Campus Safety- Felicity has been in contact with Susan Rogers to give administration feedback and suggestions from students about campus safety.
Student Affairs Committee: Diana Kao (dxk064000)

· Projects from Office of Diversity/ CE- The meeting has been postponed so there will be not be an update until next meeting
Technology Committee: Cody Eilrich (cje061000)

· Update on UTD Email Service- The email service has been delayed once again. There are many legal issues, so it will be a while before we get this new service.
· Website Updates- A head counter is now up on the website, so go check it out.
New Business:

Nominations for Residential Student Life- 
· Felicity moves to open nominations for Residential Student life

· Sarah seconds

· Cody nominates Stephanie Bouillion
·  Stephanie accepts

· Bryan Thompson nominates himself

· Motion to close nominations

· Motion approved
Letter to Dr. Daniel
· Remsen moves to approve Steven’s letter to Dr. Daniel
· Isaac seconds

· Felicity moves to change the date to 2009

· Felicity calls to question

· Motion approved
Senate Mixer
· Molly moves to allocate up to $150 for food for the senate mixer

· Isaac seconds

· Motion approved
Suspending Standing Rules
· Felicity moves to suspend the standing rules to vote on a new Residential Student Affairs committee

· Sarah seconds

· Discussion
· Motion fails

· Elections will be in two weeks at the next meeting 
Adjournment: 6:13
