Minutes of the Senate

Student Government

The University of Texas at Dallas
February 17, 2009

Call to order: 5:23pm
Roll Call:
Present: Steven Rosson, Grace Bielawski, Stephanie Bouillion, Megan Burks, Lewis Chang, Cody Eilrich, Andrew Hoelscher, Clifford Hsieh, Remsen Jennings, Diana Kao, Felicity Lenes, Dypti Lulla, Megan Malone, Rosa Montelongo, Juliann Peterson, Prashant Raghavendran, Alexandra Ransom, Dina Shahrokhi, Abhimanya Singh, Bryan Thompson, Sarah Trowsdale, Bradley Wallace, Lye-Ching Wong, Eddie Wood, Molly Wurzer, Shane Browning, Eric Morris, Yashodhan Gogte, Maria-Luiza Popescu, Maria Islam

Excused: Isaac Hernandez, Nick Hinojosa, Zayd Mabruk

Unexcused: Elizabeth Agalaba, Haroon Hashmi, Janelle Parnian, Justin Perry, Brent Ford

Approval of Minutes from 2/03/09: Minutes approved.
Guests and announcements:

· Dr. Darrelene Rachavong, Vice President for Student Affairs- Dr. Rachavong was invited to Senate to discuss what is going on with SOF and new changes to student organizations. There was a group formed last year to work on the issues concerning student organizations. Phyllis Blanck has been working on a new handbook/guide for student organizations. This handbook will be very simple and easy for students to use. Students felt there was a lack of communication between student leaders and administration. There is now a new software program that has been purchased that will keep all organizations and administration informed on what is going on. This program will be ready to go in  fall ’09. SOF has been making some major changes over this past semester. SOF meeting will now be held only once a month. Re-registration in SOF for student orgs is now going to be easier. CSI is also going through some changes. CSI will now be more student org. friendly. Room reservations were a problem so there is a new room reservations software program that has been purchased to make reserving rooms much easier. CSI has been refurbished to make it a more comfortable place for students.  They have done everything they can to fix problems that students have been having. 
· James Woolley from The Mercury- The Mercury is working on an article about how the economy is affecting jobs. He is available if you would like to give him some opinions on this topic
Ex- officio Reports

SG Advisor: Patty Atchley-

· Woman’s leadership conference is this Friday. Please register if you are interested.
· The UTD basketball team is hosting the conference tournament coming up at the end of February.
· Dan Long- Dan Long will be the Assist. Director for New Student Programs.
Academic Senate: Dr. Marilyn Kaplan- SOM is planning the annual student trip to Germany and Poland. If you are interested please contact Dr. Kaplan.
Elections Board: Megan Malone- Filing begins February 18, 2009 so pick up a packet. Get the word out there about elections!
Officer Reports:

Steven Rosson-
· New Senators- There will be a few Senate confirmations in New Business
· Senator of the Month for January- Stephani Bouillion! Congrats!
· UTSSAC- At UTSSAC  a list of recommendations was put together that will go to the Board of Regents.
Grace Bielawski-

· Update on Student Business Alliance- Grace is trying to streamline the project and make it easier for future officers. They are looking at merging with a business alliance program run by HR to have a bigger and better program.
· Mini- Retreat- The mini-retreat will be March 7 from 11-2. This is mandatory for all new senators, and all other senators are strongly encouraged to attend. 
Treasurer: Remsen Jennings

· Homecoming Float Expense Report- Student Government spent $140 of the $250 allocated to spend on the float. Thanks to everyone who helped out!
Committee Reports:

Academic Affairs Committee: Dina Shahrokhi (dms067000)
· Piano/practice room petition- A petition is being written and should be completed by next senate meeting. This petition is for new practice pianos and a new practice room for music students.
· Honor code- More information next meeting.
· Class frequency- A math class was not offered every semester, but was required to graduate. If anyone knows of any of other classes that are required, but not offered at least every other semester please let Dina know.
· Problems with EE language in upper-level EE design courses- Academic Affairs is looking into problems that EE students are having with difficult language classes that are required for their major.
Communications Committee: Molly Wurzer (mkw042000)
· Senate mixer- The mini-retreat will also serve as the next mixer.

· Sound-off- The sound-off today went very well. SG got a lot of great feedback on many campus safety issues.
Legislative Affairs Committee: Felicity Lenes (fml041000)
· No position on concealed carry- Felicity has received many emails in the past 2 weeks concerning this issue. Students seem to be very passionate and are coming to Felicity with strong arguments for and against this issue. Student Government will not be passing a resolution because it wouldn’t be representative of the student body.
·  There are now lights in the stair well in Johnson.

Graduate and International Affairs Committee: Megan Malone (mlm022000)
· No report
Residential Student Affairs Committee: Bryan Thompson (bmt071000)
· Meetings with WP/UV contacts- Bryan Thompson will be starting up meetings with representatives of Waterview Park and University Village.
· Residential Student Affairs will be sending out a thank you letter on behalf of students for the new stadium lights and bike racks in phase 8.

 Student Affairs Committee: Diana Kao (dxk064000)
· Student Union first floor- The administration is setting up meetings with a select group of vested students that will represent the student body in deciding what will go on the floor of the Student Union.
· Construction safety concerns-Email Sue Sherbet at sherbet@utdallas.edu or Diana with any safety concerns.
· Other Student Affairs updates- The office of student affairs is refurnishing the television lounge in the Student Union.
· Ground breaking for the new Student Services building will be in April.
· The University will soon be creating a walkway from SU to Library. This path will make traveling from the Library to the SU more convenient for students.
 Technology Committee: Cody Eilrich (cje061000)
· Campus screensavers- The Technology Committee is looking into getting personalized screensavers for student organizations on campus computers.
· Lab Access for ECS- The Technology Committee is looking into allowing students to have easier access to the computer lab in the ECS building.  
· Emergency Buttons- The Technology Committee is talking to the police department about fixing the emergency buttons that are broken. If any student notices a blue emergency box with caution tape around it please report it to Cody so the police department can make sure it gets fixed. 
· Recycle-mania- Recycle mania is going on right now. All students should do their best to recycle!
New Business:
Confirmation of New Senators
· Jordan Pilat, Sara Mahmood, Stevin George, Lucie Bazin, Emily Lichtenheld
· Motion to confirm- Remsen Jennings
· Second- Diana Kao
· Motion approved
Confirmation of Elections Board members
· Ryan Henry, David Bindle, Bradley Wallace, Bryan Reeves, Eliane Khairallah, Felicity Lenes, Shannon Bumpass
· Motion to confirm- Dina Shahrokhi
· Second- Sarah Trowsdale
· Motion approved
Allocate up to $200 for Senate mixer
· Motion came from the Communications Committee

· Motion approved
Adjourn: 6:10pm
