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Call to Order 5:15
Roll Call:
Present: Steven Rosson, Grace Bielawski, Lucie Bazin, Stephanie Bouillion, Shane Browning, Lewis Chang, Cody Eilrich, Brent Ford, Stevin George, Yashodhan Gogte, Haroon Hashmi, Isaac Hernandez, Isaac Hernandez, Andrew Hoelscher, Clifford Hsieh, Maria Islam, Remsen Jennings, Diana Kao, Sara Mahmood, Megan Malone, Rosa Montelongo, Eric Morris, Janelle Parnian, Justin Perry, Juliann Peterson, Jordan Pilat, Maria-Luiza Popescu, Prashant Raghavendran, Alexandra Ransom, Abhimanya Singh, Bradley Wallace, Lye-Ching Wong, Eddie Wood, 
Excused: Zayd Mabruk Felicity Lenes, Emily Lichtenheld, Dina Shahrokhi, Bryan Thompson, Sarah Trowsdale, Dypti Lulla, Molly Wurzer, 

Unexcused: 

Approval of minutes from 02/17/09

Guests and announcements
Dr. Blackburn: Associate Provost of Educational Enhancement- Dr. Blackburn came to speak about the role of her office on campus which is in charge of faculty development and instructional technology including WebCT. Her office also oversees Media Services. Various goals for the office include adding a computer, a widescreen projector, and a document camera to every classroom on campus. Security cameras will be added to each classroom for security reasons and troubleshooting purposes. Due to budget cuts, Dr. Blackburn is asking for students to recommend donors to help fund these projects which will cost $4-5 million. WebCT will be replaced by eLearning by fall 2009.
Ben Dower: UT System Student Regent- Ben Dower gave an update regarding the State Legislature. Tuition regulation bills are numerous in the House with no leading bill that will get a majority of support, but there is a leading bill (105) in the Senate which would freeze tuition for two years including all public universities and fixes tuition to Consumer Price Index.

Diana Kao made an announcement about Student Ambassadors.

Ex-officio reports:
SG Advisor: Patty Atchley
Academic Senate: Dr. Marilyn Kaplan

Staff Council: Tricia Losavio

UTD Police: Detective Rick Bauer

Election Board: Megan Malone
· Election updates, filing deadline March 5th 
· The Presidential/Vice-Presidential debate will be Wednesday, March 4 at 2pm in the Comet Café.
· Mandatory election meeting at 3:30 on Thursday, March 5 for all candidates in the Gemini Room. If candidates have class, they must email Megan.
· Volunteers are needed to help run the booths during election days.
Student Organization Forum: not present
Officer reports:

President: Steven Rosson (ser052000)

· Alcohol in the Pub Advisory Committee (AITPAC) recommendation finalized
· Steven will send a letter to Dr. Daniel expressing Student Government’s position on having alcohol in The Pub.

· Possible changes in EC/committee meeting times

· Committee meetings will tentatively be held on off-Tuesdays when there are not Senate meetings at 5:15 because all senators are available at that time.

· Academic Affairs’ petition on arts and humanities programs:
· http://www.petitiononline.com/UTDAH/petition.html
· Students are encouraged to fill out the petition in support of enhancing the A&H Program.

· Basketball Game on Saturday

· Students can board a bus and travel to San Antonio to support the basketball games. The bus will leave Saturday, March 7 during the afternoon, and tickets will be free.

· Email Steven with your contact information if you’re interested
Vice President: Grace Bielawski (gkb061000)

· If you aren’t receiving [sgsenate] e-mails please let us know!
· Mini-Retreat—Sun., March 8th, 1-4pm
· A tentative schedule was distributed at the beginning of the meeting. The mini-retreat is mandatory for newly-appointed senators, and current senators are invited to attend and get to know their peers. From 1-2pm, there will be an information session for new senators, and all senators are then invited at 2pm for activities and food. The retreat will be held in the Phase 8 Clubhouse.
Treasurer: Remsen Jennings (abj071000)

· Monthly budget report
· Remsen will distribute the monthly budget report for February at the next Senate meeting so that the finalized Homecoming Expense Report can be included.
· Mini-Retreat Funding
· The $200 allocated at the last Senate meeting was solely to purchase food for all senators. The minimal retreat expenses will be funded by Steven’s discretionary funding.
Committee reports:
Academic Affairs Committee: Dina Shahrokhi (dms067000)

· Working to disseminate info about CLEP exams and get preparation materials in library
· Dina met with Dean Coleman about CLEP programs and will meet with the director of the library to discuss distributing materials about CLEP in the library.
· GEMS: Implement credit-by-exams for more classes
· Core Curriculum Committee presentation
· The committee will submit a proposal to have the fourth-level language courses count for the core Humanities credit.
· Pianos
· The committee will be meeting with Dean Kratz to discuss replacing the pianos in Jonsson.
Communications Committee: Molly Wurzer (mkw042000)

· Sound-off results are in
· 40% of participants felt that lighting could be improved. Most students who took the survey feel safe on campus. 68% of participants are having trouble adapting to the construction.
· Next Sound-off on March 11, 1pm-4pm
· Look at the new SG boards!
· Rosa Montelongo finished the SG boards.
· Spirit Rock for Elections
· Senators are asked to help paint the Spirit Rocks after the mini-retreat on Sunday to advertise for elections.
Legislative Affairs Committee: Felicity Lenes (fml041000)

· Info on tuition reregulation
Residential Student Affairs Committee: Bryan Thompson (bmt071000)

· Sophomore on-campus experience (SOX) program
· Freshman living in certain buildings are given first priority to stay in their current apartments included within the SOX buildings before any other prospective freshmen have a chance to move to those buildings as sophomores. The committee will be looking into changing this.
· Thank you letter to University Village and Waterview Park
· These letters express students’ appreciation for improvements and additions made by both leasing offices.
Student Affairs Committee: Diana Kao (dxk064000)

· Microwaves in the Student Union
· Another microwave has been added to the bottom floor of the Student Union.
· Lab for Arts & Technology students
· Dean Kratz has said that the university is not sure if there will be a lab in the new ATEC building for students to use because the university is still searching for more funding.
· Establishing a liaison with the Multicultural Center
· Brent Ford, a new senator, will become the new liaison to the Multicultural Center as part of the committee’s responsibility, delegated by the by-laws. He will be a resource for the office if the staff needs assistance or if Senators and students need resources from the Multicultural Center.
Technology Committee: Cody Eilrich (cje061000)

· Putting up election info on the SG website
· Screensaver project (advertising on lab computers)
· The committee will meet with Dean Spong on Wednesday, March 4 to push for advertisements on computers in the labs and allowing non-ECS students who are taking an ECS class to use the ECS computer labs. 

· Recycle Mania

· Students need to continue recycling. Most of the materials are paper now which means faculty is mainly donating so students need to recycle their cans and other recyclable products.
New business:

· Endorsement of AITPAC recommendation

· Steven Rosson read the official recommendation of AITPAC which encourages allowing beer and wine to be served in the Pub.
· Bradley Wallace made a motion for a letter to be sent to Dr. Daniel along with the recommendation. Steph Bouillion seconded the motion.  Motion approved.
· Confirmation of Ryan Campbell to Senate

· Diana Kao made the motion and Steph Bouillion seconded the motion.  Motion approved.
· Allocation of up to $100 for spray paint for spirit rocks.

· Motion approved.
Special presentation:
· Information from risk management seminar
Advisor, Patty Atchley recommended the presentation be postponed to the next meeting.

· We are required by the new State risk management law to do this once per semester.
Adjournment
