Minutes of the Senate
Student Government
The University of Texas at Dallas
May 19, 2009

Call to Order 5:20
Roll Call:  
Present:  Elizabeth Barta, Remsen Jennings, Katy Jordan, Diana Kao, Richard Loeza, Sara Mahmood, Mayur Mehta, Alex Ransom, Abhimanyu Singh, Jai Sondhi, Vincent Tran, Sarah Trowsdale, Kia Wright, Lucy Bazin
Excused: Shweta Arya, Colter Fleming, Mac Hird, Clifford Hsieh, Emily Lichtenheld, Prashant Raghavendran, Bryan Thompson, Lye-Ching Wong
Unexcused: Stephanie Bouillion, Caleb Brackens, Kaitlin Butler, Eric Lewis

Approval of Minutes from 4/21/2009: Minutes approved
Announcements: None
Visitors:
Steven Rosson: SG President Fall ‘08- Spring ‘09 -If you have any questions about last year’s senate please contact Steven.
Megan Cobarruvias, Freshman in NS&M
Ex-Officio Reports:
Advisor: Patty Atchley
· Meeting with new Senators- Welcome all new senators! All senators are welcome to meet with Patty and learn more about the duties of a senator. Patty is here to guide us and help with any problems we encounter, so don’t hesitate to ask her for help.
SGT. Rick Bauer, UTD Police Dept.
· Chief of Police Resignation- The chief of police at UTD has resigned. If you have any questions please contact the Office of Communications.  There is currently an investigation being done at this time.

Officer Reports

President: Diana Kao
· Parliamentary Procedure and Robert’s Rules- If anyone has any questions about Robert’s Rules please raise your hand and ask. We are all learning so everyone should feel comfortable asking any questions they have.
· University –wide Committees- If you are interested in any University-wide committees please check it out online and talk to Diana.
· Transfer Authority to Appoint-  During new business the president can be given the power to appoint new senators. The senate will vote on whether or not to give this power to the president.
· Fiscal Budget- The budget for the fiscal year ends in August. In new business the senate will vote on whether to give permission for the EC to allocate that money.

Vice President: Remsen Jennings
· Information Sheets- Please send Remsen your info sheets. Please try to check your email once a day for any new senate updates.
· Freshman Orientation- There must be two senators at each Organization Fair.
There are five orientations and the times are between 10:30-1:00. A sign up sheet is being passed around so senators can sign up to work at these booths.
· Preferred Committees and Email- A sheet was passed around with each senator’s name. Each senator needs to write their preferred committees on the sheet.
· Conference in July- Washington D.C.: July 16-19. Please contact Remsen at Remsen.Jennings@gmail.com if you are interested in going to the conference.

Committee Reports

Academic Affairs Committee
· Honor Code Needs Further Research- This committee did a lot of research last year, and we are interested in pursuing this in the future. This is a project the next committee chair should look into.
Communications Committee:
· Bulletin Board on 1st Floor of SOM- There is a big SG board that was put up in the SOM across from the coffee shop. The communications committee will be decorating it this summer, so stop by and check it out.
Legislative Affairs Committee:
· Concealed Weapons Issue- This issue did not die and will be brought back for discussion at a later time in the state Senate.
Graduate and International Student Affairs Committee:
· International Student Airport Pick-up- This will be happening in August. ISSO would like to take a more active role in the student pick up.
Residential Student Affairs Committee:
· No Report
Student Affairs Committee:
· Bus Stop Added at the Pradera off Renner Rd.- There will be a new DART stop at the new Pradera Apartments.
Technology Committee:
· Check out the Forums
Old Business: none

New Business:

· Transfer authority to President to appoint- no discussion, motion approved
· Transfer authority to EC to distribute remaining funds:  Motion by Abhi Singh, second by Sara Mahmood, motion approved.
· Appointments: Senthi Ramasamy, Billy Easley II, Elizabeth Stewart, Haroon Hashmi, Brent Ford, Nick Hinojosa, Samia Hossain, Brittany Sharkey, Yash Gogte
· Appointments for June meeting: Bo Bao, Shumi Bhattachary
· Executive Committee Officer Elections: Nick Hinojosa moves to open nominations. Abhimanyu seconds
· All candidates were allowed 2 minutes to speak followed by a question session by the senate
· The following senators were nominated  
· Graduate and International-  Mayur Mehta, Abhimanyu Singh
· Communications- Nick Hinojosa, Stephanie Bouillion
· Academic Affairs- Emily Lichtenheld
· Legislative Affairs- Prashant Raghavendran, Richard Loeza, Billy Easley II
· Student Affairs- Alex Ransom
· Treasurer- Sara Mahmood, Jai Sondhi
· Secretary- Elizabeth Stewart, Haroon Hashmi
· Technology:  Yash Gogte
· Residential Student Affairs:  Bryan Thompson, Brittany Sharkey
· The election results are: 
· Graduate & International: Abhimanyu Singh
· Communications: Nick Hinojosa
· Academic Affairs: Emily Lichtenheld
· Legislative Affairs: Prashant Raghavendran
· Student Affairs: Alex Ransom
· Treasurer: Sara Mahmood
· Secretary: Haroon Hashmi
· Technology:  Yash Gogte
· Residential Student Affairs:  Bryan Thompson
Adjourn: 7:23


