Minutes of the E.C.
Student Government

The University of Texas at Dallas

June 4th, 2009

Call to Order: 11:10am

Approval of Minutes from 4/14/09: Approved

SG Advisor: Patty Atchley
· Be aware of grievance procedures as it pertains to students. Academic and student affairs are the categories of grievances. Patty will give copies to everyone to put in their binders as a reference.

· Updates from staff meetings: 

· As far as the construction goes, the go to person is Kelly Kennard. Direct students who have inquiries to the website for current updates. 

· Dr. Jameison has put into place the Flex summer hours. 

· Housing—Looks really good. There’s no concern on filling the residence hall. The goal is to look towards housing all Freshmen in dorms.

· Summer enrollment is lower , but probably due to the economy.

· The Office of Volunteerism has replaced Service learning and the website has been updated. 

· Up to $2,000 has been allotted to the transportation service for the summer. ISSO will be playing a bigger role. 

· Conversion to PeopleSoft is on track.
President: Diana Kao

· EC meetings are a lot less formal then Senate meetings. Formal motions are made for allocations but for the most part they are laid back with dialogue. There is an agenda and committee chairs as well as President and VP give a report. Diana and Remsen will set a deadline for when to send in what your report will be about. 

· In the fall, the goal is to put up the Agenda the Monday before the meeting occurs on the website. Diana suggested putting it as a PDF. Bryan Thompson recommended allowing comments to be posted on the Agenda. In order to allow feedback, Diana suggested putting the Agenda on the forum as well since the website may not be able to cater to comments. 

· Will be discussed again at the next EC meeting.

· ASGA subscription—American Student Government Association. Organization that sends out items about leadership and opportunities. Can be used as a resource for Chairs to use to see what other Student Government’s are doing across the nation. 

· Keep in mind the purpose of SG according to the constitution throughout every project or event you take on and be able to articulate it later on—we have purpose in everything that we do.
· Make sure to ‘cc’ sg@utdallas.edu for any email you send about your committee. Also, ask your committee members to do the same. 

· Reminder: We will be getting 7 freshmen senators in the Fall. 4 from Residential Senate and 3 commuters. 

· Food at EC meetings and Senate: Suggestion to provide snacks at the meetings rather than meals.

· Cell phones and laptop usage are discouraged during Senate meetings. Nick suggested having a Parliamentarian. Yash recommended having Chairs responsible for their members, ie assist them in learning the basics of parli pro. 

· Brainstorm of who would be good as speakers for this year. 

· Bryan recommended Judy from Communications, Kelly Kennard, someone from Enrollment Services
· Patty recommended Susan Rogers

· Sara recommended Dr. Harpham

· Nick recommended representative from Greek life and the Multicultural center

· Remsen recommended someone from Study Abroad office
· Alex recommended someone from the library

· Yash recommended Cassini from Technology

· If you think of someone, email it or bring it up at another EC meeting

· 40th year celebration: think of ways to incorporate this theme into projects and such.

Vice President: Remsen Jennings

· Send fall and summer availability to Remsen. 

· Remsen went through binders.

· Representing SG in all areas, specifically Facebook. Important to remember that you’re part of an organization that represents the student body. Anything on your Facebook that is offensive or derogatory, should not be on your Facebook.

· UT Dallas fan page on Facebook—promotes discussion among students. Become a fan and see if people are expressing concerns about items your committee handles. Add your friends.

· SG forums seem “dead” some times. But Facebook is something that most everyone has and it is easy to use. What should SG focus on? The forums or Facebook fanpage?

· Make sure EC get added to the forums.

· Recent legislation that just passed: 

· Appropriations up approx. 17%

· Tier 1 legislation passed: the state will match funding that a university raises.
· $11.5 million for the next two years were allotted.

· Tuition reform died and campus handgun legislation died.

· New bookstore being built by Activity Center. Will be done December 2010. Barnes and Noble contract has ended so Procurement has put out “bids” available to other vendors. The contract will be for 10 years.
· Should we have a CO-OP book store? Student Affairs committee will be working on it.

· Campus and Library Tours—schedule with your committee a few tours around campus. 

· Recent purchases: 

· Polos

· Storage cabinets for the EC room

Communications Committee: Nick Hinojosa 
· Freshman orientation: Nick wants to meet with all Senators working orientations. The purpose is to keep everyone on the same page while working the booth. 
· Redo PR that SG has right now. Have consistent theme.

· Biggest problem last year was that Senators would not rely on the committee for their marketing.

· Photo bank for SG photos. Need better quality photos. Invest in a camera for SG? Probably won’t get approved because in the past it was immediately stolen.
Legislative Affairs: No one present

· Diana: Have someone as a Richardson city council liaison to sit in at their meetings.

Graduate and International Affairs Committee: No one present

· Diana: Have senators available to greet the new international students when they arrive on campus. 
Residential Affairs Committee: Bryan Thompson

· UV windows—Work on lowering the heat and energy consumption.

· Talk to committee members as to their role as Senators and what it means to be a Senator. 

· Assign someone to keep up with the news and reading emails.

· Projects: currently there’s a window for which you can change your lease and it’s really short so Bryan is going to work with the Leasing office to either advertise it more or increase the time frame.

· Low flow showerheads in the showers—you can get them for free in Dallas. They are better quality and will minimize water usage.

· Can receive free text messages when out of the country but will have limited email access.

Student Affairs Committee: Alex Ransom

· Co-op Bookstore

· Sound off discussion with Dr. Sall
· Cometville Carnival—mention it to committee

· Memorial service to recognize those that passed away on campus

Technology Affairs Committee: Yash Gogte
· Contribute 3 was used last year and now Contribute 4 is out
· Put a profile up on Senators on the website. Yash will give Senators a standardized form to fill out to be able to put information about them on the website.

· Replace usernames with actual names of the people on the forum. The server that we currently use does not support that feature.

· Monthly budget report posted to make SG more transparent 

· Patty asked for input for the section on Galaxy that SG has so it can  be updated regularly

· Link on Orion for the SG forums

Treasurer: Sara Mahmood

· Oversight for funding

Diana will email out committee forms. For every committee meeting, a form must be filled out. Please get them in a week after you have your meeting.

Please don’t get offended if the meeting gets pushed along or a session gets cut off. This allows for efficiency. 

Haroon Hashmi and Emily Lichtenheld will be going to conference in July

Bryan: Have committee meetings on the off Tuesdays? Have a system to transport people around campus?—make this a sound-off question?
Adjourned:   1:11pm
