
minutes of the Student Senate
The University of Texas at Dallas

18 august 2009
Call to Order : 5:17 PM
Roll Call 
Present: Diana Kao, Remsen Jennings, Sara mahmood, Haroon Hashmi, Brittany Sharkey, Devin Lewis, Richard Loeza, Elizabeth Stewart, Nick Hinojosa, Yash Gogte, Caleb Brackens, KJ Charnia, Billy Easley, Alex Ransom, Shweta Arya, Abhimanu Singh, Emily Lichtenheld, Bo Bao, Kia Wright, Senthil Rajendran, Daniel Myers, Mac Hird, Prashant Raghavendran, Bryan Thompson, Lye-Ching Wong
Excused:  Katy Jordan, Elizabeth Stewart, Elizabeth Barta  

Unexcused:  Brent Ford, Bo Bao, Samia Hossain
Approval of Minutes from 6/16/2009 and 7/14/2009
· Minutes from 6/16/2009 Approved. See New Business for Approval of Minutes from 7/14/2009.

Announcements
· Phyllis Blank is going to The Center for Brain Health. Let us Honor her service to The University of Texas at Dallas, its Faculty and Students.

· Matt Lagos, Junior, School of Management

Just wanted to introduce himself.

He believes we must do more for the students of NOW.

· Braeden Mayer, Aisha Noor, Guarav Rao, Yannick Spenter, and Andrew Previc are all Incoming Freshmen interested in joining Senate!! 
· Ashley Wilson and Abishek Baradia are Graduate Students interested in joining Senate.

· Kate Aronson, newly elected Vice President of SOF introduced herself.

· Chirag Dala, representative from Indian Students Association. ISA wants to be more involved on campus and particularly with Student Government.

· Tricia Losavio, Director of Recreational Sports.

“Jail n’ Bail” will be taking place next Wednesday.

The main purpose of the event is to raise money for Student Scholarships.

· How it works: There will be a Mock Arrest that takes place, and “Prisoners” need to raise money for their bail.
Details are available on the Staff Council’s website.

You can pick up mock “arrest warrants” at the end of today’s meeting.
· Nick Hinojosa

“It is awesome to see that so many freshmen are coming out to the meeitng.”

This is a big time for the University; Ask Dr. Daniel what students can do to help the school reach Tier One. He said the most important thing for students to do is to make new students feel welcome.

Welcome Week events are coming up.

Convocation Ceremony; 1000 people are expected to attend.

Chapter 6; acapella group is coming to campus.

Poker Tournament; 200 people are expected to attend.

1000 UTD Poker Chips are being given away!

· Dina Shahrokhi

Congrats on beginning of fall semester and on having a great President and Vice President of Student Government.

Student Envoy Seminar meets tomorrow at 7 PM in the Gemini Room.
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Visitors
Dr. Darrelene Rachavong—Vice President for Student Affairs
· There is a job opening.

· The Student Affairs/Communications Office is looking for someone with a Marketing/Arts and Technology background.

· This is a paid student employee job.

· Mascot Change Situation.

· There were discussions about changing Temoc’s name to Scorch.

· Dr. Daniel has decided to talk to students more before making an official decision.

· We have come far as a University.

· There has been a lot of growth in the last 20 years.

· What we didn’t have before…

· There was no Activity Center.

· The Student Union was about 1/3rd the size.

· There were no Galaxy Rooms and no Pub.

· There were no billiards tables.

· There was no food.

· There was no Greek System.

· There were no varsity athletics, cheerleaders, or Temoc.

· There was no SUAAB.

· We now have over 150 student organizations.

· There was no Modest Proposal, UTD TV, or UTD Radio.

· There was no office for International Students.

· There was no Green Center, School of Management, or Engineering Building.

· There were no Living Learning facilities.

· There were no freshmen or sophomores.

· Where we are going…
· Want more lounge space.

· More meeting rooms.

· Student meeting rooms.

· Designing a campus student services building.

· Coffee shop in the bookstore.

· Student Union will have an expansion.

· Outdoor recreational space

· 500 student organizations.

· More Greek organizations.

· Greek Housing or Greek Lodge common for all Greek organizations.

· We want to add another sport in the next 10 Years.

.

Ex-Officio Reports
Advisor: Patty Atchley

· Meetings with New Senators
· Meet with Patty if you have not already done so.
· Staff Meeting Updates
· Strengthsquest

· Pickup your sheet with Patty if you have not already done so.
· Coordinating Board Advisory Committee.

· Each Texas Educational Collegiate Institution can nominate students for these committees.

· Looking for freshmen, sophomores, and juniors.

· Some grad students.

· See Mercury for details.

Officer Reports
President: Diana Kao 
· Clarify Point of Information
· You must wait to be called on before you can present your point of information.
· Alumni Benefits
· Met with Erin Dougherty from the Alumni Relations Office.
· Benches for Dr. Jenifer and Dr. Terry
· The benches will be moved towards the Founders Building.

· Chief of Police Search Committee

· Students are involved in the interview process.
· Customer Service Focus Group

· Committee of students whose purpose will be to survey customer service on campus.

· This is being initiated by Dr. Jamison, Vice President for Business Affairs.

· Let Diana, SG President, know if you are interested.
· Viva Volunteer: Saturday, August 29th, 8:00 AM
· Lunch will be provided.

· Can sign up until the day of the event.
· SG project is still to be determined.
· SG Outreach
· SG was represented at every orientation, presented at Comet Camp, to Peer Advisors, to First Year Leaders, will be speaking at Welcome Week, have ads in the Mercury.

· Be accessible to students!

· President’s Welcome
· A letter From Diana, SG President, on the SG website to encourage and inform student about what is going on in Student Government.
Vice President: Remsen Jennings 

· Senate Retreat: Camp Copass in Denton, TX – September 11-12
· Strengthsquest
· Your code is available with Patty.

· Take the Test; it takes 30-45 minutes.

· Bring the results to Retreat.

· Trapper Pace will be coming to retreat to talk about your leadership characteristics.
· Comet Discount Program – Live on September 1
· Let Remsen, SG Vice President, know if you have any more ideas.

· Sustainability Committee

· Sara Mahmood, SG Treasurer, will be the chair for this committee.

· The committee will be responsible for addressing Environmental Initiatives.

· If you are interested in serving on this committee, contact Remsen and/or Sara. 
· Senator Expectations
· Unexcused absences start today!

· Attendance includes your attendance at committee meetings.

· Cometville Carnival—Wednesday, August 26 (11am-2pm) in Gazebo Park

· “Meeting Tuesday” Banners

· Sign forms with Ms. Gloria

· OrgSync
· Join the Student Government Group on OrgSync

· There will be 4 SG ads in The Mercury that will cover the 4 following topics, respectively.

· Comet Discount Program

· SG Attorney Program

· Executive Committee

· Recruiting freshmen to join Student Government
.
Treasurer: Sara Mahmood
· Monthly budget report
· Senators will get a report at the next Senate meeting.
· Oversight Process will be completely online.
Committee Reports

Academic Affairs Committee: 
· Town Hall Meetings
· These meetings will take place within each school.

· The goal of these meetings is to increase the Students’ accessibility to their senators and to their dean.
· Improving Dance Program
· Lye-Ching is taking on this project.

· How can we improve the Dance Room?
· Thank You Letter to Administration for Arts Support

· New Pianos
· Dr. Evans donated a piano for the new Residents Hall.
Communications Committee: 
· Final Sound-Off Dates
· Final dates are being reconsidered.

· The first one will be during the Cometville Carnival.

· Sign up if you are available.

· Final Mixer Dates

· You will be receiving an email from Nick Hinojosa, Communications Chair, regarding the dates and which other organizations we will be doing it with.

· Also, you will be receiving an email regarding how to recruit freshmen senators.

· We need 4 residential freshmen and 3 commuter freshmen Senators.

· Mixer Ideas

· Application/Election Process for freshmen
Legislative Affairs Committee: 
· Database for College Student-Related Legislation

· We want a specific one to provide for students at Know Your Rights Day.

· Analysis of the Green Fee Bill

· Texas Schools will be allowed to adopt a new “Green” Fee that will go towards green initiatives for the school.

· Possible Facebook Group for UT Dallas Tier One
· Jerry Madden is looking for people to work for his campaign.

· Diana, SG President: SG does not endorse any candidate.
Graduate & International Student Affairs Committee:
· International Student Airport Pickup
· This was a huge success.

· Thanks Student Government for funding the buses.

· Thanks to Senator Caleb Brackens for attending all three pickups.

· Ice Cream Social

· OTM Program for International/Graduate Students

· Currently researching the possibility,  you will be updated.

· Lunch with officers from International/Graduate Orgs

· We may consider creating a Board of Grad Student Organizations.

· Meeting with Dean Cunningham and ISSO Office

· Looking forward to meeting with them next week.

· Abhi Singh, Grad and Int’l Chair, and Bryan Thompson, Residential Affairs Chair will be discussing possible housing for Graduate Students.
Residential Student Affairs Committee: 

· Green Initiatives for Apartments
· Low-flow shower heads.

· More efficient.

· See Bryan for a sample.

· One package can cost $8.00, but if we buy in bulk, they can cost cents.

· Early Graduation Lease Notification

· We will be sending information to advisors describing the protocol students need to take if they are graduating in December.

· Res Life Round Up
· This will take place on Thursday, August 20th,

· We will be serving Freezer Pops.

· This is not a mandatory event. 
· There will be barbeque from Chartwells.

Student Affairs Committee: 

· Convocation Carnival – Saturday, August 22 7-10PM—SIGN UP!

· Residential Parking
· We can consider assigning parking areas by phase.
· Scantron Vending Machines and Convenience Store
· Bookstore will be responsible for getting this project done.
· Memorial Recognition Project
· To honor students who have passed away.

· Let Alex Ransom, Student Affairs Chair, know if you have any ideas.
· Support Statement for Diversity Training
· We are still getting more information on this.

· The Multicultural Center wants to present a program called “Community Respect.”

Technology Committee: 
· Orion Survey/Orientation
· We are addressing student concerns with Orion.

· Galaxy will not completely go away.

· The survey is on Facebook.

· Thanks to Senator Rick Loeza for helping out with the survey.

· Information from meeting with Dr. Gary (Alumni Emails, Galaxy)

· Website Updates (President’s Letter, Senator Testimonials)

· The President’s Letter will be regularly updated.

· We are contacting UTD TV to record the senator testimonials.

· If you are interested, let Yash Gogte, Technology Chair, know.

· Digital Thermostats

· Thank you Daniel Myers for your research.

· We may not be able to replace all the thermostats. 

· Senator Billy Easley: Point of information: Since transfer students do not have to attend their orientation, how will they be able to get oriented to Orion and its Financial Aid system?
· Patty Atchley, SG Advisor: You can contact the Transfer Office to get involved.

· Yash Gogte: There will be multiple Orion orientations to accommodate for people who may have missed the first one.

· Billy Easley will be contacting the Transfer Office for more information.
Old Business: Minutes from July 14th 2009 APPROVED
New Business: None
[image: image2.png]DALLAS

The University of Texas at Dallas



Adjournment: 6:23 PM
