


Minutes of the Student Senate
The University of Texas at Dallas
1 September 2009

CALL TO ORDER: 5:18 PM
ROLL CALL
PRESENT: DIANA KAO, REMSEN JENNINGS, SARA MAHMOOD, HAROON HASHMI, BRITTANY SHARKEY, DEVIN LEWIS, RICHARD LOEZA, ELIZABETH STEWART, NICK HINOJOSA, YASH GOGTE, CALEB BRACKENS, KAITLIN BUTLER, KJ CHARANIA, BILLY EASLEY, ALEX RANSOM, SHWETA ARYA, ABHIMANYU SINGH, EMILY LICHTENHELD, BO BAO, KIA WRIGHT, SENTHIL RAJENDRAN, DANIEL MYERS, MAC HIRD, PRASHANT RAGHAVENDRAN, JAI SONDHI, BRYAN THOMPSON, LYE-CHING WONG, SAMIA HOSSAIN, BRENT FORD,KATY JORDAN, ELIZABETH STEWART, 

Excused:   Elizabeth Barta  
Unexcused:   Bo Bao 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM 8/18/09
· CORRECTION: ELIZABETH BARTA WAS EXCUSED.
· NICK MOVES TO APPROVE THE CHANGE
· ABHI SECONDS.
· CHANGED MINUTES ARE APPROVED
ANNOUNCEMENTS
· BILLY EASLEY
· HAVE BEEN TELLING CLASSMATES ABOUT STUDENT GOVERNMENT AND WHAT WE DO, AND HAVE ASKED WHAT ISSUES ARE IMPORTANT TO THEM.
· MANY PEOPLE ARE CONCERNED WITH THE CONSTRUCTION ON CAMPUS.
· STUDENTS WANT MORE INFORMATION ON CONSTRUCTION.
· ALSO, WE NEED TO HAVE A STUDENT GOVERNMENT SECTION ON ORION.
· NICK HINOJOSA
· FRATERNITY RECRUITMENT IS GOING ON. 
· LET NICK KNOW IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS.
· KJ CHARANAIA
· UTD’S FIRST MAGAZINE IS COMING SOON.
· LET KJ KNOW IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS.
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VISITORS
Dr. David Daniel has been ill and will not be attending.
· Steven Rosson
· Textbooks are too expensive.
· the best way to keep prices down is if faculty uses older edition books.
· SG should consider doing something to help in this situation.
· Emily Lichtenheld, Academic Affairs Chair: Chegg.com is a good website to use to rent books for cheap.
· Dr. Kaplan, Assistant Dean of Undergraduate Studies SOM: faculty orders older editions but the bookstore gets the new ones anyway.


Ex-Officio Reports

ADVISOR: PATTY ATCHLEY
· Meetings with New Senators
· New senators see Patty and Gloria to complete paperwork.
· Staff Meeting Updates
· Health Center has put up information regarding the swine flu.
· There is a new part-time physician who is available Monday thru Friday 1-5 PM in the Health Center(bottom floor of the Student Union)
· Roofing in the Student Union will be complete soon.
· Academic Senate voted “YES” on Alcohol in the Pub.
· Dr. Daniel wants to talk to students more on the mascot issue.
· Strengthsquest
· Take your survey before retreat!

Officer Reports

PRESIDENT: DIANA KAO 
· Student Issues Report
· Dining Hall Issues
· Diana met with Carrie Chutes regarding the extension of Dining Hall hours. The discussions on this issue have begun.
· Students who are fasting can arrange for boxed lunches that can be picked up.
· Office of Parking & Transportation Communication
· There is currently no streamline way talk about appeals or tickets.
· There needs to be a way to communicate.
· Summer-term Amenities
· During summer, only students enrolled in classes can use the Activity Center.
· Doors in Berkner
· Shade On Campus
· University-wide Committees
· Appointment notification will be coming via Mail.
· Meeting with Chancellor 
· Student leaders met with the Chancellor of the UT System.
· He was very nice and friendly.
· Academic Senate AITP Vote
· Supported AITP 17 to 1.
· Freshmen Senators
· Introductions and appointments in New Business.

VICE PRESIDENT: REMSEN JENNINGS 
· Senate Retreat: Camp Copass in Denton, TX – September 11-12
· Friday, Sept. 11: Arrive at 2:45PM—Buses leave at 3:15PM
· Saturday, Sept. 12: Arrive Back on Campus at 5:30PM
· Strengthsquest
· Trapper will be coming to hold a workshop based on your Strengthsquest results.
· List of Tips and Suggestions
· Comet Discount Program – Goes Live TODAY!
· See Human Resources website under the section Benefits for Faculty and Staff, to see what businesses are included.
· Soon this will also be on the SG website.
· Bookstore
· New provider is Follett, no longer Barnes N Nobles.
· Follett increased UT San Antonio’s profit by 26%
· Follett wants to be involved with campus events.
· New bookstore will be ready in about 1 ½ years on the south side of the activity center.
· Senator Expectations/Calendar
· Breast Cancer Awareness Committee (Event during Homecoming on 10/28)
· Planning Meeting Tomorrow at 11AM in SG Conference Room
· This event will be the event for The Service Day of homecoming week.


TREASURER: SARA MAHMOOD
· Summer 2009 Expenses/Monthly Budget Report
· Total Spend: $31,882.59
· New Fiscal Year Starts Today
· Numbers for the new year are coming soon.
· New M&O/Travel budget will be about $126,000.
· Sustainability Committee
· Email Sara if you are interested.
· Haroon Hashmi, Secretary Student Government, and Sara Mahmood, Treasurer Student Government, need help building the homecoming float.
Committee Reports

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE: EMILY LICHTENHELD
· Town Hall Meetings
· Opportunity for students of each school to meet their dean and faculty. 
· Please Attend.
· We are still scheduling dates for various schools.
· 9/14 at 5:00, SOM’s meeting in the Executive Dining Room.
· Update on pianos around campus
· One in Jonsson and The Pub.
· We will be requesting one for the arts building.
· Languages on Campus - "CV Testing"
· There are Rosetta Stone licenses for CV students.
· Dance Minor
· In the works with School of Arts and Humanities.
· Honor Code

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE: NICK HINOJOSA
· Commuter Student Marketing Ideas
· Graduate Student Marketing Ideas
· We are falling back in Representation of Commuter and Grad Student.
· Target these audiences in SG recruitment.
· Mixer/Sound - Off Dates and requirement
· Will be coming via email.
· They are on the calendar as well.
· Sound-Off FAQ Sheet
· There is a lack of communication between administrators and student thru SG.
· We can consider creating a question sheet for students who attend the Senate meetings.


LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE: PRASHANT RAGHAVENDRAN
· Jerry Madden Campaign Help: Contact prashant.ragha@student.utdallas.edu
· Meeting with Dr. Daniel to discuss Green Fee
· Talking with Amanda Rockow to find opinions of other state schools

GRADUATE & INTERNATIONAL STUDENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE: ABHI SINGH
· Graduate Housing Survey
· The Survey will be going out by the end of this week.
· ISSO English Conversation Hour - Senate participation (Tues/Thurs: 4-5PM)
· There were 25 people at today’s session.
· Senators are encouraged to come out.
· We should consider putting together a survey about having an official organization of all the Graduate Student Organizations.
· Meeting with ISSO staff -  delayed
· Since this committee only has one member right now, the meeting will be held once there are more members.
· Lunch meeting with international student organizations
· OTM's for Graduate Students -  Research underway (possible merger with housing project)
· To keep Grad students more in tune with what is going on, on campus

RESIDENTIAL STUDENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE: BRYAN THOMPSON
· Graduate Housing: Focus Group, survey, meeting with administration
· If you are interested in being part of this focus group contact Bryan at bryan.thompson@student.utdallas.edu
· Water Conservation
· Niagara Conservation negotiation
· May not bet who we want to go with because of how much they are charging
· Looking into ways to improve water use.
· Proposal to leasing entities
· We are trying to inform people about the changes.
· Back-Up info plan for residents paying utilities
· Mid-Year Graduation: Letter to Academic advising staff
· Letter being sent to Academic Advisory Staff to be approved by the Executive Committee.
· Thanks to all who participated in the Residential Round-up, a special hats off to Senator Lye-Ching.

STUDENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE: ALEX RANSOM
1. Convocation Carnival Booth: Snow Cone Success!
· The booth overall was a huge success.
1. Courtesy Phones
· Committee is making sure that the phones around campus are working.
1. Student concerns about change machines

TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE: YASH GOGTE
· Orion Orientation: IR administrators answered students’ questions
· About 12 administrators came out and answered 72 student questions from the survey.
· SG Website (sg.utdallas.edu)
· President’s Welcome letter coming soon.
· Comet Discount Program coming soon.
· Senator Testimonials—Working with UTD TV
· UTD TV has agreed to record senator testimonials.

Old Business: Senators of the Months:
June: Elizabeth Barta
July: Daniel Myers
August: Caleb Brackens.
CONGRATULATIONS!!

New Business:
· Request to appropriate up to $50 for gift card for survey 
· Abhi requests, since it is coming from a committee it does not require a second.
· UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED
· Request to appropriate up to $200 for Int’l Student Org. Forum Lunch
· Abhi moves to approve up to $200.00.
· Money will go to purchase food.
· UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.
· Appointment of new Senators
· Randall White, Residential.
· Andrew Previc, Residential, VP of Residents Hall.
· Gaurav Rao, Residential.
· Braeden Mayer, President of Residential Senate.
· Aisha Noor, Commuter.
· Andrew Craven, Commuter.
· Abraham Hashmi, Commuter.
· Yash motions to approve.
· Shweta seconds the motion.
· NEW SENATORS ARE APPOINTED
· CONGRATULATIONS!
· Sara Mahmood moves to open discussion on Department of Health and Safety with David Lamia.
· Health and Safety event
· This is the third time this event is being held.
· It’s an opportunity to come together as a campus.
· OSHA will be involved.
· Various organizations will give out health information at the event.
· We want SG to be involved. Can Student government make t-shirts or provide snow cones etc? 
· Elizabeth Stewart: What are we allocating to and how much?
· David: $450.00 for “UT Dallas Preparedness Fair” T-shirts.
· Elizabeth Stewart: Will be making shirts and conducting their handout?
· David: We would like SG to make the shirts and hand them out at a booth that SG reserves.
· Sara Mahmood: Is it okay if we didn’t do t-shirts, but rather something else?
· David: My committee discussed that we would like t-shirts, but however SG can help is fine.
· Bryan Thompson: What have you done to disperse the cost?
· David: $450.00 is a rough estimate based on what we have previously spent on t-shirts.
· David: If t-shirts are not functional, its okay, we would just like Student Government to be involved.
· Billy Easley: Is there a form of communication for David Lamia?
· David: You can email me at djalamia@utdallas.edu.
· Sara Mahmood: Point of Information: David is asking SG to be involved, not for money for his organization.
· Elizabeth Stewart: I believe that this topic should be given over to Student Affairs Committee.
· Bryan Thompson: What is the date of this event?
· David: September 23rd from 10 AM- 2 PM.
· Brittany Sharkey: Motion to close discussion.
· Sara Mahmood: Seconds the motion.
· Discussion Closed.
· Shweta Arya: Motion to move the issue to the Student Affairs Committee.
· Elizabeth Stewart: Seconds the motion.
· Issue given to student affairs committee.
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