

meeting of the Student Senate
The University of Texas at Dallas
15 September 2009

CALL TO ORDER: 5:17
ROLL CALL
PRESENT: DIANA KAO, REMSEN JENNINGS, SARA MAHMOOD, HAROON HASHMI, ANDREW CRAVEN, ABE HASHMI, RICHARD LOEZA, ELIZABETH BARTA, NICK HINOJOSA, YASH GOGTE, CALEB BRACKENS, KAITLIN BUTLER, KJ CHARANIA, BILLY EASLEY, ALEX RANSOM, SHWETA ARYA, ABHIMANYU SINGH, KIA WRIGHT, SENTHIL RAJENDRAN, DANIEL MYERS, MAC HIRD, PRASHANT RAGHAVENDRAN, JAI SONDHI, BRYAN THOMPSON, LYE-CHING WONG, SAMIA HOSSAIN, BRENT FORD, ELIZABETH STEWART, SAUDAMINI KADAM, MAYUR MEHTA, ASHWIN NAYAK, AISHA NOOR, GAURAV RAO, RANDALL WHITE, PRITISH ZINZUWADIA

Excused: Emily Lichtenheld, Braeden Mayer, Andrew Previc, Brittany Sharkey    
Unexcused: Shumi Bhattacharya, Katy Jordan, Senthil Rajendran

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM 9/1/09
SEE NEW BUSINESS
ANNOUNCEMENTS
NICK HINOJOSA
THERE WILL BE INFO SESSIONS ALL THIS WEEK FOR BECOMING A MEMBER OF SUAAB.
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Bo Wootten
Marketing Director for Chartwells.
Chartwells want to pair up with any kind of student orgs that want to be involved with our food service and sustainability programs.
Ex-Officio Reports

ADVISOR: PATTY ATCHLEY
	Campus Updates
Flu shots will be offered tomorrow from 1:30 to 5:00 PM
They will also be offered on 9/23 from 9:30 AM to 12:30 PM
Search Committee is forming to fill the position of Assistant Dean.  Phyllis Blanck had filled the position.
Officer Reports
Remsen giving report in committee reports
PRESIDENT: DIANA KAO 
	Liaison to Richardson City Council
Since Diana has class on Monday nights, she cannot go.
Future change in by-laws: if the President is unable to attend the City Council Meeting, a liaison may be appointed to go.
	Meeting with Student Regent
Kareem Meijer
Serves as student regent on The Board of Regents.
Talked about big issues coming up this year
Dream act: Billy Easley: Allows sons and daughters of illegal immigrants to use scholarships from state.
Textbooks: How to keep prices down.
	University Updates 
o	Chief of Police: Chief will take office in September.  Final decision has not been made.
o	Street Names
Dina Shahrokhi followed up on this and it is on Dr. Daniels’ agenda.
	“Create-A-Pepper” Event – Wednesday, September 23rd
This is a tradition at our school.
It would be great to see senators come out and support the event.

VICE PRESIDENT: REMSEN JENNINGS 
	Senate Retreat: Success!!
I hope all of you enjoyed the retreat.
	Comet Discount Program – Brochures, Posters, Website
Posters will go up this week. 
Brochures will be ordered this week.
Yash will put the list of businesses on the Student Government Website.
	Breast Cancer Awareness Committee
Date Changed to Monday, October 26!
	SOM Town Hall Meeting: Success!!
We had about 50 people there.
Announced several times that this is student government’s project.


TREASURER: SARA MAHMOOD
	Sustainability Committee: Volunteers?
Last call for people that are interested.
Email Sara, SG Treasurer, sg@utdallas.edu, or Diana, SG President.
	Homecoming Update
Homecoming theme will be carnival.
Thank you for interest in helping in the float.
We’ll try not to take up too much of your time.
Diana: anyone can serve on this committee.


Committee Reports

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE: EMILY LICHTENHELD
	Town Hall Meetings
SOM meeting was a huge success.
Dean Kratz is interested in a meeting for Arts and Humanities.
	Language Update - Arabic!
New professor for Arabic.
	Dance Minor - A&H "working on it"
There may be a dance and theater minor.

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE: NICK HINOJOSA
	Sound-Off Results
We have had so many replies. I have not gone through all of them yet. 
Seems as though most people want to extend the Dining Hall hours.
They would be willing to take the hit of higher prices for longer hours.
	Sign Up For Remaining Sound-Offs
	New Publicity Updates
We are getting Air fresheners for about 90 cents a-piece. 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE: PRASHANT RAGHAVENDRAN
 Letters to our state legislators
We are in the final stages of drafting this letter.


GRADUATE & INTERNATIONAL STUDENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE: ABHIMANYU SINGH
Lunch Meeting with International Student Organizations
O  This Thursday at 1PM in the Dining Hall
Invitations have been sent.
Have not received responses yet on people who are interested.
	OTM's for Graduate Students - Research underway 
It will be best to merge this with the Graduate Housing project.
Survey has not been sent because we don’t know if it’s the best method to get student input.

RESIDENTIAL STUDENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE: BRYAN THOMPSON
	Limited Occupancy in Waterview Apartments
Problem: Students are living with spouses in one unit, but only paying rent for one person.
We want to support the families that are living on campus.
	Graduate Housing Project Advertisements
We want as much response as we can get. 
We are pursuing all the resources of advertising.


STUDENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE: ALEX RANSOM
	EHS Preparedness Fair booth
Sign up is going around.
We are going to request to allocate up to 400 dollars for flashlights.
	Know Your Rights Day
Changed to October 8th
Looking to allocate up to 1000 dollars.
	Updates: Courtesy Phones and Change Machines
Will be meeting with Nancy at the Comet Center.
Bursars’ Office can give change for all bills.
Shweta: Point of Information: Are we getting flashlights or first aid kits for the Preparedness Fair?
Alex: Flashlights guaranteed to come on time and they were cheaper.

TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE: YASH GOGTE
	Website Updates (President's letter, CDP Businesses)
President’s letter is up.
Remsen sent me the Comet Discount Program list. That will be up soon.
	Senator Testimonials (UTD-TV)
Senator Kia Wright and the Technology Committee are working on this. Email will be coming next week to request your testimonial.

Old Business: 
Corrections on Minutes from 9/01/2009
Mayur: I was present.
Abhi: My name has a “y”, in report for Grad and International Affairs.
Jai: Name misspelled.
Randall: Andrew Previc name edited.
Farhan “KJ”: Name misspelled.
Elizabeth Barta: “Change roofing in Student Union” not “SG office”.
Bryan: motion to make a friendly amendment to make corrections
Abhi: second.
Diana: do all accept corrections. Add Kaitlyn to present and Mini, Saudamini Kadam, to present.
Diana: Minutes approved as corrected.

New Business:
Request to appropriate up to $215 for Sounds of Class Dunking Booth
Haroon: Motions
KJ seconds
Yash: Point of Information; What is this booth about?
Diana: Student Government does a dunking booth at the Sounds of Class.
Abhi: Which committee plans this?
Diana: Remsen and I.
UP TO 250 DOLLARS IS ALLOCATED

Alex: Move to allocate up to 400 dollars for Preparedness Fair booth.
Nick seconds.
Abhi: How many flashlights are being ordered?
Alex: 250
Diana: we are getting key light flashlights not actual flashlights.
UP TO 400 DOLLARS ARE ALLOCATED

Diana: New senators. 
Mini, Saudamini Kadam, Masters Student in Management Information Systems.
Pritish Zinzuwadia, SOM
Ashwin Palimar, Graduate in SOM
Abhi moves to appoint senators.
Haroon seconds.
Mac: Have they all attended a meeting?
Diana: Ashwin has.
Mac: (Quotes by-laws) New senator must have attended a meeting. So they can get involved sooner.
Abhi: Can we consider suspending the standing rules.
Yash: We are setting precedence.   
Abhi: These people have shown interest and have been here before.
Nick: Point Of Parliamentary Procedure: Can a motion be made during a standing motion?
Patty: No, you must first pass the first motion or lay the discussion on the table.
Mac moves to lay discussion on the table.
Nick seconds.
DISCUSSION LAYED ON TABLE
Prashant moves to suspend the Standing Rules.
Mac seconds.
Yash: Point of Information: Are rules suspended for only this meeting?
Abhi: The rules are suspended only during this agenda item.
Nick: I do think it is normally bad practice to suspend the standing rules, but since the senators are qualified and have shown interest, and because of the Graduate and International Committee’s situation, I encourage us to support this.
Elizabeth Stewart: in the future, we must remember that new appointees MUST have attended a meeting.
Mac: Motions to suspend the standing rules
Abhi seconds.
Passed UNANIMOUSLY .
Mac moves to reopen discussion
Second by Nick Hinojosa.
UNANIMOUSLY REOPENED.
Billy: Were new senators aware of having to attend a meeting?
Ashwin: yes
Mini and Pritish: We were not aware.
Mac calls the question.
Second by Abhi.
SENATORS APPOINTED. Congratulations!

Alex: Moves to allocate up to 1000 dollars for KYRD on October 8th at 6 pm,  the cost should be less than 1000.
Nick: There is a conflict with Sound Off time.
Remsen: There was a request to change the Sound Off time.
Nick: Should we keep the Sound Off at that time or not?
Diana: The motion does not include date and time, it is just to allocate money for the event.
Abhi calls the question.
UP TO 1000 DOLLARS ARE UNANIMOUSLY ALLOCATED.

Bryan: Point of Information: How can we make sure that we don’t have extra pizza at KYRD?
Nick: This year, SUAAB is co-sponsoring; in terms of advertising, reducing pizza is not necessarily a good idea. With SUAAB backing it up, it should be much bigger and better.
Bryan: Point of Personal Priviledge: all senators make sure you tell people to come.
Abhi: Point of Information: We will have someone talk about internationals’ rights, that should make the event bigger.
Alex: We are going to advertise it as much as possible, that is why we involved SUAAB. We will also use our campus media.
Randall: Point of Information: Can we get flyers out to senators to hand out?
Diana: That question goes to the Student Affairs Committee.
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Adjournment: 6:11 PM
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