

Minutes of Student Government Executive Committee
The University of Texas at Dallas
22 September 2009

CALL TO ORDER: 5:16
ATTENDENCE:  REMSEN JENNINGS, BRYAN THOMPSON, HAROON HASHMI, YASH GOGTE, PRASHANT RAGHAVENDRAN, ABHI SINGH, ALEX RANSOM
[image: ]
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: (TO BE APPROVED AT NEXT MEETING)

ANNOUNCEMENTS/VISITORS

Advisor’s Report

ADVISOR: PATTY ATCHLEY
Gloria and Patty talked about having empty mailboxes in the back where staff can get mail. 
We have nametags with strengths quest strengths and names to wear at senate meetings.
We have purchased the utility vehicle. We can consider a Student Government sign on the vehicle. Also you can consider a name for it.
Only employees that have attended the training will be allowed to drive it. You will check the cart out with Gloria. The vehicle should be here in about a month. The color will be Green and it will be electric.
Enrollment is up 3.8 %, we have above 15,946 students.
We are getting money for 170,445 credit hours, up 7% 
We are going to be working on the budget soon. Officers will be talking to Patty about whether they will have additional needs.
Lower level of union is moving to the Student Services building. 
Abhi: What is going to become of the lower level of the student union?
Patty: There will be space made for student media and other student groups
Reflection room
Patty would like to know from this committee what space they are looking at to put this in.
We would love to have a chapel on campus.
Area for individuals who come and go, not going to be a big area.
Bryan is going to speak on Family Day. We also need two volunteers to help monitor the lunch line, one student at the Gazebo distributing coolers.
Student government booth at Sounds of Class will be a dunking booth.
Diana and Remsen can look for people who may want to volunteer to sit in the dunking booth.

Officer Reports

PRESIDENT: DIANA KAO 
	UTDTV Recording
	Unofficial Parliamentarian
	Parking Complaints

VICE-PRESIDENT: REMSEN JENNINGS
	Retreat: Evaluations
Overall it seems like people liked retreat.
One of the main complaints was that mock senate was not very helpful.
Encourage your committee members to make motions.
Bryan: multiple senators have suggested a class rather than a mock Senate. Also, last year the Senate binders had 3 packets of parli-pro information that was very helpful.
Remsen: Those packets were not very clear so I picked one.
Bryan: We should consider making it available to people who want to reference it.
Abhi: Veteran senators are responsible, in a way, for making the meetings run faster. We should make it clear that senators are allowed to say things during meetings.
Remsen: We need to get everyone on the same page before we try to increase efficiency.
Prashant: We should address this in our respective committee meetings.
Bryan: Point of parliamentary inquiry is very helpful (Point of Parliamentary Inquiry allows the speaker to question what the Parliamentary procedure is for a given situation).
Remsen: I envision mock senate having pre-designed situations, like cue cards to give to people. 
Prashant: We should make the mock senate agenda items real agenda items that are going on.
Most people really liked the shoulder taps.
30% liked the Strengths Quest workshop but they would have liked it more to do it in committees.
Bryan: We should put a little more seriousness in the mock Senate agenda. 
	Comet Discount Program: Brochure/Marketing Ideas
Diana and I are really going to push this hard, because it is a major service that SG provides
IF YOU HAVE ANY IDEAS CONTACT DIANA OR REMSEN.
	Breast Cancer Awareness Event: No Longer SG Project
I was doing it because I felt obligated to do it. 
It was great as a service to students
Our responsibility is to provide services that directly have to do with students.
This event didn’t really go along with our mission of advertising our services and we could be working on more important issues.
I made the decision to no longer do the breast cancer awareness event.
We want to set the precedence that this goes along more with the health center and Office of Volunteerism.
Emily is sick and I will be taking on the town hall meetings project for her.
I am looking for one senator per school to help out with that town hall meeting.
	Excusing Absences
The only people that can excuse absences are Diana or Remsen.
If there ever is an absence please email Remsen AND Diana. And let us know if they are unexcused
	Releasing Cell Phone Numbers
If anyone wants my phone number please give them my email.
	FOCUS Survey Results
People want more campus wide events to make people more involved. Things like mixers etc.
For diversity, we can expand on conversation hours, they are great, but maybe we can do a joint dinner.

TREASURER
	Homecoming Update
The project budget is $29,416 and we are adding $8000 for the purchase of the golf cart
There are many  Scantrons that are used, we have asked the bookstore to maintain inventory of scantrons that we don’t provide. It has been two weeks that the bookstore supply has been out.
We are spending a lot of money on scantrons and blue books. We cannot provide scantrons and blue books for almost 16, 000 students. At some point we may have to cut back on how much we spend on those.
Bryan: We can make set times during which students can get scantrons.
Patty: However we approach this, we must consider that we are going to get bad P.R.
Abhi: We can consider putting them out a week before midterms and a week before finals.
Remsen: You can also think of doing an “x” number per day, i.e. rationing the scantrons.
Patty: We get a very good deal on the blue books and it is great advertising.
Remsen: Put this on each of your committee meetings’ agendas.
Remsen: This can also be something we can take to the student fee committee.
Prashant: Are blue books more expensive than scantrons?
Remsen: No.
Committee Reports

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE: 
	Dean Kratz: Student Support for Humanities Credit Substituted with Language Course Credit
	Textbooks?
	Town Hall Meetings: One Senator per School to Help Plan

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE: 
	SG Publicity Form
	Mixer with Media
	Upcoming Sound-Off Questions
	Upcoming FAQ Sheet Results

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE: 
	Currently Acquiring Representatives/Senators addresses for letters.
	All projects are currently in research phase; Prashant, Legislative Affiars Chair will inform the Executive Committee when any tangible items are produced.
We will have a committee meeting to go over projects

GRADUATE & INTERNATIONAL STUDENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE:
	Meeting with Dan Long who works in new student programs.
Mayur Mehta and Abhimanyu Singh, Grad & International Committee Chair, met with him to discuss graduate and international otm’s.
We do have a grad student orientation, but since it is not mandatory, turnout is low.
We can try to make these more fun.
	Progress on Lunch Meeting
Due to lack of response from student orgs I had to cancel the meeting.
They are supposed to get back to me by tomorrow.
If it happens this week it will be Friday.

RESIDENTIAL STUDENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE: 
	What can we do about the recent fire?
There was a fire in an apartment on the third floor. The sprinkler water went through the electrical and ruined both apartments on the second and first floors.
Prashant: We can provide some sort of fire safety awareness.
Bryan: Tomorrow is the preparedness fair.
Patty: When Ben dower was president there was a situation like this.
Bryan: People in third floor have still not been able to move back in.
Patty: Which building did this take place in?
Bryan: The building closest to the Residents Hall.
Remsen: Is there any way to get them to check the sprinkler system?
Bryan: The problem was not with the sprinkler system but with the wiring.
Bryan: We are going to push for an inspection.
Remsen: I would recommend having a meeting with Chris Coleman.
Someone was found unresponsive in an apartment. It was not a UT Dallas student, but do we want to do any kind of memorial?
Remsen: it is difficult to use student fee money for something that has to do with a non-student. See what has been done.
	FB photo survey
We are thinking about making a photo album on the face book fan page with pictures of the possible graduate housing facility. People can “like” the pictures and that can be our pole.
Patty: How can you determine grad or undergrad?
Bryan: We want everyone’s opinion.
Abhi: One issue that you might have is that not many grad students may be on face book.
Remsen: There are a lot of Graduate Students on Face Book.
	Comet Discount and Renters
We should consider doing a renter’s fair, where businesses in the program can have a booth. Also, we can release a flyer describing the insurance companies in the comet discount program.
Remsen: We can release a “need renters’ insurance?” flyer that has a link to a website. No names because these companies are under contract and problems can arise.
	Vet affairs
A veteran student asked how he can be on Senate. He wants to be on Senate because he feels that no one is advocating for veteran student affairs.
Remsen: This could be a Legislative affairs project.
Prashant: Yes, this would be mine.
Remsen: Then, Legislative Affairs will take on this issue.
Prashant: I can look up laws regarding higher education veteran students.
Bryan: I have the Veteran Student’s contact information.
Remsen: Prashant, you can take a new committee member and make this their new project.
Patty:  There is a staff person dedicated to Veteran Services
eLearning issues
New assignment notification via email.
Yash: I can look into that.

STUDENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE: 
	KYRD Planning
Will be October 8th 6-9 pm.
Haroon Hashmi: I met with City Councilman Amir Omar over the weekend and he showed a significant interest in speaking at Know Your Rights Day.
Remsen: Talk to Ms. Julie Spanos about attractive advertising for this event. 
Remsen: This is the new required event for senators instead of Breast Cancer Awareness. 
	How to Get Feedback
Do we have a way, besides the Sound Offs, to get feedback for arts programs?
Remsen: You can ask professors from the School of Arts and Humanities if you can take a quick hand survey in their classes.
Abhi: You can also use survey monkey.
A Recreational Sports representative is a little upset that Senate doesn’t emphasize recreational and club sports.

TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE: 
	Website updates
o	(President's letter, CDP, New Pictures, Attorney Hours)
Comet discount program is on the services page for now, we will be creating its’ own link.
	Working with UTD-TV for testimonials
We are trying to establish who goes first etc.
Yash: Should the first be Diana and Remsen?
Remsen: I think it should be senators because it will feel more personal to the students.
Remsen: You can create a sign-up sheet for the next senate meeting.

Old Business: 
Remsen: You all are doing a great job with our E.C. reports, but we are lacking a little bit on deadlines. Remember to turn in your agenda by Friday.
Also, talk to your committees about parking. We have to explain to students that parking is going to be the way it is, our parking is great. If they want a parking garage they will need to vote on increasing their student fees.
Bryan: Encourage use of the dart. (Prashant agrees)
Remsen: Keep your committee meetings away from complaints and focus on solutions.

New Business: NONE
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Adjournment: 6:31 PM
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