
MINUTES of the Student Senate
The University of Texas at Dallas

14 July 2009
Call to Order

Roll Call 
Present: Diana Kao, Remsen Jennings, Sara mahmood, Haroon Hashmi, Katy Jordan, Brittany Sharkey, Devin, Richard Loeza, Elizabeth Stewart, Nick Hinojosa, Yash Gogte, Caleb Brackens, Billy Easley, Alex Ransom, Shweta Arya, Abhimanu Singh, Emily Lichtenheld, Bo Bao, Kia Wright, Senthil Rajendran, Daniel Myers
Excused:  Mac Hird, Prashant Raghavendran, Bryan Thompson, Lye-Ching Wong, 
 Brent Ford, Mayur Mehta, Elizabeth Barta
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Approval of Minutes from 6/16/2009
· Minutes not approved; not everyone received the minutes.

· Nick Hinojosa, Communications Chair, motions to object to consider the minutes this meeting.

· Passed
Announcements

Visitors

Carrie Chutes – Manager of Auxiliary Services
· Manages the Dining Hall, Bookstore, and Vending contracts.

· Barnes & Noble is our current book vendor; our contract with them finishes this year and as such, we are searching for a new bookstore provider.

· The new Bookstore will open in January of 2011 and will include a Visitor Center.

· The “Fabric” of UTD is changing as we will soon be converting to a mainly residential campus.

· The new Residence Hall will assist in making this possible.

· The New Dining Hall

· Details can be found on the Front Page of The Mercury.

· Dining Hall will be All-You-Can-Eat, Cafeteria style.

· There will be Halal and Vegan choices.

· Concept of Dining Hall is to create 7 restaurants in one.
· There will be a brick oven and waffle station.

· There will be a “My Kitchen” section where chefs will prepare food right in front of you.

· There will be a “My Pantry” section which will consist of self-serve/create items such as cereal; this will be like one’s own kitchen. 

· 2 types of meal plans

· Traditional Plan

Swiping Comet Card will deduct a meal from your meal plan.

UT Dollars will also be accepted along with cash and/or credit.

Meals can be purchased on a per-week or per-semester basis.

Per-semester meals can be used for you and a guest at any given time.

· Dining Dollar Plans

4 plans that range from $50.00 to $400.00; you are given a cash equivalent.

If you get the $50.00 plan you will get $5.00 free.

These plans are designed for commuter students and faculty and staff.

· Freshmen and Residential students must purchase 1 of 6 traditional plans.

· Ability to purchase meal plans online is going to be ready by the end of the week.

· For details on plans you can visit the following website: utdallas.edu/dining

· There will also be Gluten-Free menus available.

· Chefs will be able to accommodate all dietary restrictions.

· Newspaper article and emails will be used to inform all students about new dining services.

· APPROXIMATE walk-in prices are as follows:

· $6.50 for Breakfast

· $7.50 for Lunch

· $8.50 for Dinner and Brunch(on Saturdays and Sundays)

· Dining Dollar Plans rollover throughout the year.
Steven Rosson – Physician’s Search
· Last year, the Student Fee Committee was looking into getting a part-time physician for the health center.

· The physician would work 20 hours a week and would be employed by the University, not a contractor.

· The contract with the current doctor will be kept for 6 months after the new doctor begins.
Ex-Officio Reports
Advisor: Patty Atchley

· Meetings with new Senators
· All Senators who have not yet done so, schedule a meeting with Patty.
· Staff Meeting Updates
· 5 Living Learning areas have been filled.
Sgt. Rick Bauer, UTD Police Dept.  NA
Officer Reports
President: Diana Kao 
· Parliamentary Procedure and Robert’s Rules
· Feel free to ask Steven Rosson, 08-09 Student Government President if you have any questions regarding Parli-Pro.

· There are two motions that you can do without direct permission to speak.

· Point of Information

· Point of Order; when you think Parliamentary Procedure has been violated.

· Viva Volunteer
· Will be on Saturday August 29th.

· Fill out Volunteer Sheet if you are interested.

· Event will be held from 8 AM to 3 PM.

· Senior Year Experience

· Sue Sherbet, Associate Vice President for Student Affairs, is looking for seniors to serve on the committee. 
· Chief of Police Search
· Interviews will be held by the end of the month.

· We are hoping to have a new Chief by mid-August.

· 40th Year 
· The 40th Anniversary of the University will be a theme for a lot of the events this year.

· Family Day – September 26th
· This will be on the same day as The Sounds of Class.
Vice President: Remsen Jennings 

· Senate Retreat: Camp Copass in Denton, TX – September 11-12
· Required Senate Event

· We will be conducting a mock Senate event.

· We will go over Parliamentary Procedure.

· We will also be holding a budget session to explain the budget system. 

· Retreat Planning Committee: Elizabeth Stewart, Brittany Sharkey, Sara Mahmood, Diana Kao, Remsen Jennings.

· General Handout/Grievance Procedures

· The Handout explains how to describe Student Government to others.

· Grievance Procedures handout describes how to deal with academic and non-academic complaints from students.
· NACA Conference in Washington D.C.: Thursday-Sunday
· Haroon, Emily, Diana, Remsen and Patty will be attending the conference.

· Student Governments from all across the country will swap ideas.

· Comet Discount Program

· Remsen, Vice President of Student Government, is contacting businesses to get them on-board; let him know if you have a particular business in mind.
· Leadership Classes/Summit
· Summit: October 29

· Associate Dean of Students will be offering these classes.

· Classes will be offered at beginner, intermediary, and expert levels.

· Classes will be held on Tuesdays from 1-2:15 PM.

· Classes will help you learn about leadership skills.

· Bookstore RFP Committee

· Committee will be responsible for forecasting of revenues and vendors for the new bookstore.

· UTD TV and Commercial
· You can watch UTD TV at tv.utdallas.edu.

· Contact Jake Wurzer if you’re interested in a program or commercial; Jacob.wurzer@gmail.com
· We are considering putting together a Student Government TV commercial.
· Sign Forms with Ms. Gloria

· OrgSync
Treasurer: Sara Mahmood
· Monthly Budget Report
· Report will soon be available online.

· Remaining project budget is $514.53
· Oversight Process

Committee Reports

Academic Affairs Committee: 
· Town Hall Meetings
· Meetings within each school.

· Student Government Representative will talk and introduce Dean.

· Key professors will talk about the past 40 years.

· Email Emily Lichtenheld, Academic Affairs Chair, a list of great professors from your school.

· Improving Dance Program

· Thank You Letter to Administration for Arts Support

· Alumni Proposal Piano Fund

· Looking for insight on the proposal from students and faculty.

· Orion Orientation

· Working with the Technology Committee to create an orientation.
Communications Committee: 
· Organization Boards

· Shweta, Caleb, Rick, and Remsen significantly helped out with the boards.

· Let Nick Hinojosa, Communications Chair, know if you have any new sites in mind for the Student Government boards.
· UT Dallas Polos

· Make sure you wear your polo’s to the next meeting.

· Treat the shirts with respect.

· Ice Cream Social

· Ice Cream Sunday Bar will be on August 18th.

· Ice Cream Social in the Residence Hall will be on August 20th.

· Mixers and Outings

· Mixers will be held WITH other student organizations including, Sports Associations, Student PA’s, SUAAB.

· These will be informal gatherings.

· Exact dates are coming soon.

· Sign up for flyering for the events of the beginning of the year; this is mandatory for all senators; looking for people to flyer phases 1-4.
Legislative Affairs Committee: 
· Emails to City Council Members so that we can get to know them better and as such, establish a stronger relationship between them and UT Dallas.
· City Council Liaison: Samia Hossain
· List of State Laws Affecting Higher Education

Graduate & International Student Affairs Committee:
· Welcoming International Students
· International student transport initiative.

· Busing and Refreshments for the students.

· Dates

· Monday August 3rd.

· Friday August 7th
· Monday August 10th
· Friday August 14th
· We need senators to sign up to volunteer.
Residential Student Affairs Committee: 

· Energy Efficiency—Low Flow Shower Heads: working on getting the new shower heads.
· Waterview Rent Prices
· Waterview Residents will receive information on why their rent increased.
· Semester Leasing Agreements
· New leasing agreements are coming soon.
Student Affairs Committee: 

· Setting up liaison with Multicultural Center to work on diversity training.
· Convocation Carnival: Sign-Ups and Booth Activity; a snow cone machine is needed, $250.00 should be enough.
· Memorial Recognition: Send Suggestions to anr081000@utdallas.edu
· Residential Parking in Phases 3 and 9
Technology Committee: 
· SG Website Changes
· Contact Us is now called “Ask a Senator”

· Gathering New Projects

· Alumni Emails

· Digital Thermostats

· SG Information on Galaxy/Orion

· All Executive Committee members email Yash Gogte, Technology Chair, what projects you are working on.

· Working with Academic Affairs to teach students about Orion.

· Galaxy will eventually shift completely to Orion.
Old Business: NONE
New Business:
· Request For Up To $250 for Convocation Carnival Activity Materials
· Abhi motions to allocate up to $250.00 for snow cone machine.

· APPROVED

· Yash motions to appoint new senators.

· New Senators are APPOINTED.

Adjournment
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