
Minutes of the Senate

Student Government

The University of Texas at Dallas

16 June 2009
Call to Order: 5:20 PM
Roll Call:
Present: Diana Kao, Remsen Jennings, Sara mahmood, Haroon Hashmi, Katy Jordan, Brittany Sharkey, Colter Flemming, Devin, Richard Loeza, Elizabeth Stewart, Jai Sondhi, Nick Hinojosa, Yash Gogte, Caleb Brackens, Billy Easley, Alex Ransom, Sarah Trowsdale, Kia Wright, Senthil Rajendran
Excused: Shweta Arya, Mac Hird, Clifford Hsieh, Emily Lichtenheld, Prashant, Elizabeth Barta, Raghavendran, Bryan Thompson, Lye-Ching Wong, Abhimanu Singh

Unexcused: Kaitlin Butler, Brent Ford, Mayur Mehta, Vincent Tran, 
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Approval of Minutes from 5/19/2009
· Minutes Approved
Announcements
· SUAAB will be holding “juneteenth” on June 19th, at 11:30 AM at the Gazebo

1. Juneteenth: Celebration of the freeing of the slaves in Texas.
Visitors

· Kelly Kinnard—Director of Physical Plant Services
· Plans for Campus Landscape have been made all the way up to about 2020.

· Main pathways in and around the mall should be done by Christmas 2009.

· By fall 2009, the new dining hall will be complete.

· New Bookstore
· Will be located on the south side of the activity center.

· Will be @ twice the size of the old bookstore.

· Will be open by about this time next year.

· Can find updates on construction and planned power outages, etc., at “Pardon Our Progress” on the UTD Website.
· Contact info

· kellykinnard@utdallas.edu
· Ext. 2549
Ex-Officio Reports
Advisor: Patty Atchley

· Meetings with new Senators

· Staff Meeting Updates
· First Orientation on 13th and 14th was a big success!

· There will be five total orientations

· Evaluations of the orientations will be conducted on Survey Monkey.

· Summer enrollment is down this year, but projected fall enrollment is on target and higher than in the past.

· Beware of a lot of cranes and 16 semi-trucks on campus next week.

· S.U. is getting a new roof!

· 50-90 days.

· Be prepared for some stink and noise in the S.U.

· Next week, the Student life staff will be on retreat, but offices will still be manned and open.

Sgt. Rick Bauer, UTD Police Dept.

Officer Reports
President: Diana Kao 
· Parliamentary Procedure and Robert’s Rules
· Feel free to ask questions about the procedures as we go along.
· Senator Expectations: Attendance and Meeting Etiquette
· Committee Meetings count towards your attendance.

· All senators are encouraged to read through the by-laws.

· Please no laptops or cellphones during the meetings; you may step out to make a call if necessary.
· First floor Student Union plans
· Diana, Remsen, SOF, Student Media, SUAAB, and Greek Life will be working as a team with Dr. Rachavong to establish plans for the first floor.
· Be on Alert to Help Students.
· Check Out the Mercury’s New Orientation Guide and SG Brochures!

Vice-President: Remsen Jennings 

· Binders!
· (Went through various sections of the binder)

· Correction: In contacts, Devin’s email should be Devin@genesis-solutions.bz
· Conference in July—Washington D.C.: July 16-19
· Congratulations to Emily and Haroon!

· New Brochures/Meeting Banners
· Sign Forms with Ms. Gloria
· ASAP for all senators who have not done so yet
· UT Dallas Facebook Fan Page
· Join and invite your friends.
· Food at Meetings
· We are going to start serving snacks instead of pizza at senate meetings so that we may be able to have more money to spend on funding for campus activities.

· HOMECOMING

· Homecoming is scheduled for October 28-31, returning to fall.
· Homecoming Committee is recruiting members.
Treasurer

· Monthly Budget Report
· Oversight Process
· To create a more organized method of allocating funds. 

· Sara will be working will Diana and Remsen.

· Email Sara (mahmood) for updates.
Committee Reports

Academic Affairs Committee: 
· Alumni Proposal Fund for Pianos
· Still working on Pianos for the residence hall.
· Arts Building
· Check it out! Partly a product of SG’s art Petition.
· Members email Emily if you have any questions.
Communications Committee: 
· Orientation Board redone and updated
· Organization Boards Updated
· Elizabeth Barta did a great job redoing the display board.
· News Center article completed

· Working on new PR theme for 2009-2010

· Deciding on which orgs to do mixers with
· Jai and Elizabeth did a great job at the first orientation.

· 41 names collected on the SG sheet.

· Wear your SG polos to orientation and other SG/campus events.
Legislative Affairs Committee: 
· Rally for Gary Slagel, Mayor of Richardson 
· Gary considers UTD the Gem of Richardson and has made the establishment of a connection with UTD one of his main goals.
· City Council Liaison
· Will be sending a liaison to city council to see what the city is working on.
· Email Legislators about next session

Graduate & International Student Affairs Committee:
· International Students Welcome Project
· $2000 has been allocated to this project.
· New international students will be bused from the airport to UTD.
· Indian Students Association will be helping with transportation.
· Welcome gathering with refreshments will be held when they arrive.
Residential Student Affairs Committee: 

· Energy Efficiency—Low Flow Shower Heads
· …and more energy efficient bulbs.
· Waterview Rent Prices
· Looking in to why Waterview rent increased.
· Semester Leasing Agreements
· Will be reviewing new student lease agreements.
Student Affairs Committee: 

· Memorial/Recognition for passed students.
· Liaisons with Administration; Dr. Rachavong.
· Also, they will organize SG booth at Convocation Carnival.
Technology Committee: 
· Access to the SG Website through Contribute 3
· New link to Student Forums on Website
· will focus on promoting forums this year.
· Individual Responsibilities
· Responsibilities will be assigned this week.
· Senator Profile Issue
· Whether or not organizations that senators are part of should be put up.
· To be discussed
· Working with Sara Mahmood to put financial reports online.
Old Business: None
New Business:
· Approval of Senate appointments: Bo Bao, Shumi Bhattacharya
· Neither are present

· Appointments will be done next meeting in their presence.

· Dan Myers will be up for appointment in the next meeting as well; he has served his mandatory meeting in his attendance at this meeting.

· Make sure and verify that you are receiving SG Senate emails.

· The projects schedule is coming soon!
Adjournment: 6:15 PM
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