
Agenda of Student Government Executive Committee
The University of Texas at Dallas

30 august 2009
Call to Order
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Approval of Minutes

Announcements/Visitors

Advisor’s Report
Advisor: Patty Atchley

· Viva Volunteer was a success. Monalisa did a great job. Abhi noted that buses were late and Patty responded by saying a meeting will probably be held to discuss it.
· Pictures of golf cart have been shown to Diana and Remsen… we are purchasing electric golf cart.

· Brochures for Know your rights have been ordered

· Trapper is advisor to homecoming committee

· Homecoming float – plan in advance 
Officer Reports
President: Diana Kao 
· Student Body Survey at the beginning and end of the year to give students more of an opportunity to let us know what they think.
· Each committee member please come up with a question that pertains to your committee, and formulate the questions so that solutions can be found. By Friday when you send topics for next EC agenda is when to send your questions. 

· Nick: the administration is really receptive to student input. Problem is getting administration input to students. Maybe we could create a fact sheet of frequently asked questions.

· EC meeting time. Diana thanked everyone for attending today but wants to set an official EC time for the year. 

· The new EC time will be Tuesdays from 5:15pm to 7pm. 

· Every Friday by 5pm send Remsen your agenda items. 

· New Projects: If your committee brainstorms something that is a new idea, please run it through with Patty or Diana. 
· Supporting Student Organizations with Allocation Funds

· We’ve had two departments ask us to design and fund t-shirts. Another organization asked for support as well. Diana had to let them know we can not allocate funds. How can we support their events without funds? Also, should we design and fund the t-shirts for Disabilities Awareness Week and Preparedness Fair?

· Nick: We should consider funding a specific speaker, etc versus just giving them money.

· Diana: These organizations want support for more student involvement rather than money. 

· Bryan: We should design things for them rather than write a check. 

· Sara: Make a list of non-financial services for organizations to prevent alienation. 

· Prashant: It’s not our job to solely design these shirts but at the same time, communications committee is supposed to do advertising. By saying no, it puts us in a bad light. Concurred with Sara. There should be a list of non-financial services. 

· Patty: Be aware of the precedence you set. 

· Remsen: Supporting departments takes away from directly helping students. 

· Sara: We shouldn’t say no. We’ll alienate too many organizations.

· Prashant: Flyering is an option. 

· Diana: Does this adhere to our purpose? 

· Sara: Create a list of services to offer student orgs and depts that we can’t fund. 

· Yash: We can advertise them on the websites. 

· Diana: Communications should work on creating a list of services.

· Risk Management: Diana will be out of time this weekend, so two officers need to go:

· Abhi and Remsen will attend

· Nick commented on why we even need to go. Prashant will look into the legislation. It probably won’t change though. 
· Family Day Speaker: We need a student speaker to welcome families. 

· Nick suggested Elizabeth Buell

· Nick would love to do it as well. 

· Email Diana if you are interested in speaking. 
· Senate Presentation: should we use mics? No one was in favor of that. Diana suggested to speak loudly and slower. 

· We start serving ice cream at 4:45pm on September 1st for the ice cream bar. Diana asked all senators to be there at that time. 

· Dr. Daniel will be at the meeting so please wear your polos.  

· Homecoming float: 

· Haroon and Sara in charge of the floats. 

· Nick suggested to help making the float. 

· Homecoming Theme: Welcome to the Circus?
Vice-President: Remsen Jennings
· Who’s doing what for team building for the retreat?

· Yash’s committee is doing t-shirts. 

· Has anyone done strengthsquest? Please bring results to the retreat. 

· If someone doesn’t show up, that’s an unexcused absence. People need to be coming to the meetings—it’s important.  Has anyone had trouble getting committees to meet? One of Yash’s members was really busy over the summer. Is that acceptable? No unexcused absences over the summer. They need to let you know 24 hours beforehand if they need to cancel. 

· Senator of the month nominations: 

· Byran nominates Caleb Brackens

· Abhi nominates Caleb and Senthil

· Nick nominates Caleb

· Remsen nominates Kia Wright

· Caleb wins!

· Remsen needs volunteers to clean up after the meetings. 

· Emily and Nick will do the meeting on Sept. 1

· Breast Cancer Awareness Committee—Meeting is Sept 2nd at 11am. If anyone would like to be a part of the committee please let Remsen know. October 28th is the actual event from 11am-2pm. 

Remsen will be passing out a Calendar to senators. Please send dates to Remsen asap.
Treasurer

· Allocations papers were sent to two departments mentioned by Diana.

Upcoming fiscal year budget will be presented on Sept 1 as well as summer expenses
Committee Reports

Academic Affairs Committee: 
· Deans of ECCS and IDS have not responded to having Town Hall Meetings. 

· Emily is struggling with organizing the Town Hall Meetings. They should continue this year but next year we should reconsider. 

· Emily suggested having pizza at the meetings to encourage attendance. 

· Diana suggested being creative with advertising. 

· In upcoming years, maybe SG should have the event and just invite the Deans. 

· Languages on Campus: 

· C5 is providing Rosetta stone. 

· Should we push for a universal increase in languages?

· The school could hire a tutor and Tuesdays at 6pm they could meet with that tutor---just a suggestion. 

· Does anybody feel like we need an honor code?

· Could be used as a ceremonial method. Prashant recommended having a statement instead of a code. 

Communications Committee: 
· Banners will be up on Mondays and be taken down on Wednesdays for the Senate meetings. 

· Locations are by the tennis courts and on the construction fence. 

· Publicity has been out for all of the senate meetings. It’s been put on the electronic sign on Drive A. It’ll be up every Thursday.

· Air Freshener with our senate meetings with our date and times. 

· Senators could meet at the road warriors meetings. 

· Keychains with a catchy slogan. 

· Needs suggestions for graduate students PR materials. 

· Mixer with new student programs right before next year’s elections. Will that be an issue? Should we change the date?

· New dates will be selected. 

Legislative Affairs Committee: 
· The UT Dallas fan group can give publicity for Tier 1. We don’t need another group. 

· Nick and Remsen suggested it having it’s own facebook group. 

· Legislative committee should probably meet with Dr. Daniel to discuss economic analyses about the Green Fee Bill. 
Graduate & International Student Affairs Committee:
· An Email was sent to Dr. Cunningham was sent.

· A survey was created and was given with the agenda for the EC. If you have comments or suggestions please let Abhi know. Gloria told Abhi we already have gift cards to use as an incentive for the survey. 

· ISSO started English conversation hours over the summer to help improve English. This will start again in the Fall. Flyers and such have already been printed. Abhi encouraged senators to attend at least one on Tuesdays and Thursdays 4-5pm in a TBD location. Could we make this a mandatory event? Diana suggested that we make this an optional event.  

· The meeting with ISSO staff has been delayed.

· If an international organization is missing from the list provided at the meeting please let Abhi know. Invitations will be sent to the contacts of the organizations to have a summit lunch. Goal is to get idea of what they want from SG and to establish an international organization forum. Abhi is going to ask for funds for this lunch. Two officers from each organization will be invited. 

· Diana suggested using a room in the Dining Hall. Diana will ask Kerry Schutes if that is possible. 

· Research is underway for getting OTMs for graduate students. 

· Abhi would like to flyer for the upcoming meeting. 

· Remsen suggested to explain what a living learning community is within the survey and for number 4, to put that the CA position would ideally be paid. 

Residential Student Affairs Committee: 

· Working on graduate housing. Bryan wants to do focus groups and ask people from different offices to have a face-to-face talk about it. This idea came from Dr. Cunningham. 

· Bryan wants to send out a letter to the Academic advising staff to help with the lease-ending situation. 

Student Affairs Committee: 

· We need family bathrooms. Alex spoke to Dr. Rachavong about it. 

· Students have been wondering where change machines are on campus. The student union has one but it gives it in quarters. 

· Nick suggested looking into vending machines that accept credit cards. 

Technology Committee: 
· The orion orientation was successful. Many administration members were present. 

· President’s letter will be up on the SG homepage very soon.

· Kia Wright has already contacted UTD TV about Senator testimonials. How should we select which senators? Diana suggested asking for volunteers and if that doesn’t work, we can hand select.

Old Business: 

New Business: Dining hall hours extension will be discussed Monday with Kerry. 

· In respect to Ramadan, students can email dining services or get carry out. Abhi said we should publicize this more. 
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Adjournment: 4:22 PM
