
Agenda of Student Government Executive Committee
The University of Texas at Dallas

8 September 2009
Call to Order: 5:15 PM
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Approval of Minutes: minutes will be approved next meeting.
Announcements/Visitors
conferenence room comp will be set up tomorrow. 

only ec will have the code to use the comp.

this is an ec computer.

Advisor’s Report
Advisor: Patty Atchley

· Nothing to Report
Officer Reports
President: Diana Kao
· It’s a Surprise!
· Would like to change the bylaws so SG President can appoint someone as municipal liason.
· I have a class on Monday night.
· Abhi: poi: job description?...diana: not described.
· Prashant: either pres or other person?
· Remsen: either president or other person?
· Diana: I will make the wording clear. Either president or liason.
Met with david Gleeson, office of h.r.
· Wants input from students on customer service
· Focus group or uni wide survey?
· Bryan: focus group.
· Diana: will that limit responses.
· Nick: usually oppose focus groups. Spur of the moment decisions may not always be accurate.
· Diana: surveys can be skewed too.
· Nick: what is the basis to pick people to represent the overall student population.
· Abhi: people who deal with various offices?
· Bryan: I don’t think there is a specific group of students for any specific service on campus. Ex/ when I use a service it is not always as res affair chair.
· Abhi: focus group not a good idea because certain people use certain offices more than others. Different people have different involvement with different offices.
· Prashant: how do you create a focused survey?
· Remsen: Office of Human Resources needs to further specify the survey.
· Abhi: a focus group can work only if certain offices, such as the top 5 most used offices, are looked into.
· Emily: can we do both?
· Diana sara haroon: I agree in doing both.
· Yash: do a combined focus group, such as, a sporting team as one part of a focus group.
· Bryan: does this not create biases? We should get certain people from all groups in a focus group.
· Nick: other departments know more about creating surveys etc. We Should talk to them.
· Diana: how do I get the input I need?
· Nick: ask the depts.. that have experience with surveys how to get input.
· Remsen: you can use the marketing office in the School of Management.
· Sara: One cannot gage customer service in all depts. With one overall survey.
· Nick: We should connect with marketing dept in som like Remsen said.
· We can narrow down a customer service sound off
Vice-President: Remsen Jennings
· Retreat: Team Building Among Committees
· Make t-shirts, bandanas etc just to create a sense of team, something to identify each person with their committee.
· Yash: who pays for shirts?
· Remsen: that is a cost that members will have to absorb?
· SG Image: any concerns?
· Sara: a lot of people still do not know what we do.
· Nick: a lot of people say that we do not do anything.
· Abhi: It is too early in the semester too judge overall student opinion about senate. 
· Yash: Most people will not compliment, most people will talk about negatives.
· Remsen: we would rather know what people think are our negative things so that we can fix them.
· Bryan: we need to make sure we advertise SG at events that we sponsor.
· Alex: students are concerned about parking.
· Nick: we have one of the best parking systems amongst the public universities in Texas.
· Bryan: our projects are long term, people don’t see immediate action.
· Nick: we should show people the status on our projects.
· Diana: should we put up a bulletin on the website showing a complaint, the status, and what has been done about it?
· Nick: we should consider some time for updating and revamping the forums.
· Yash: committee chairs can put up questions related to their projects on the forum.
· Abhi: we can also use the forums to disperse information, such as links to website.
· Remsen: our facebook fan page gets a lot of interaction. You can be more active about posting things on facebook.
· Bryan: it would be worthwhile to invest in something like a real bulletin board with Student Government updates.
· Ideas

· Physical manifestation.

· Active UT Dallas fan page use on Facebook.

· Nick: why does Facebook have more response than forums?

· Haroon Hashmi: Access is easier on facebook.

· Diana: nick, work with your committee to review forums and see if we need them, and/or if we can make them better or delete them.

· Diana: give suggestions to the communications committee.

· Let people know that SG is active. Go to events etc.
· RELAX!
· If work is ever too much, we are all here to help.
Treasurer

· Nothing to Report
Committee Reports

Academic Affairs Committee: 
· Town Hall Meetings - where we stand.
· On our way with the som, meeting is on Friday.

· Patty has been meeting with deans and assoc. deans from all schools.

· We want at least one SG representative from each school to go to the meetings 
· Possible thank you reception for the administration and students for the arts petition.

· We did not advertise our success with the arts petition.

· Maybe we could have some sort of celebratory reception in the arts building.

· This would be a good way to advertise SG’s success.

· Bryan: it would be cool if we could do a festival of some sort.

· Emily: Its way too hot for an outdoor event.

· Sara: that would take a lot of planning. Does this event need to be immediate?
· Remsen: we must do something to acknowledge the success.

· Diana: instead of event, we could even have a “did you know?” ad in the mercury.

· Sara: a simple reception would not take too much planning.

· Emily: Agreed, something like the ice cream social at the last SG meeting.

· Sara: this should be done soon.

· Nick: receptions are usually easy as pie. If you do it before an SG meeting, it could be very easy to do a reception.

· Remsen: you can have The School of Arts and Humanities send out a mass email to students about the event.
Communications Committee: 
· Air fresheners
· Took us forever to find a manufacturer.
· We found a manufacturer that can send them properly so they still have their smell in them.
· We should consider creating a little SG laminated card, like nick’s chi phi card.
· Diana: let’s get quotes for mini-flyers and magnets.

· Sara: wouldn’t it make more sense to do this for specific events?

· Nick: we can have events and dates listed on the flyer.

· Emily: we should consider creating magnets, they last longer, stay on fridge etc.

· Nick: I will look into prices.

· Sound-off questions

· I have one from Emily about language classes.

· Diana: we have a lot of questions from Carry Chutes.

· Diana: can we do dining hall for next sound off?

· Yash: can we do questions about online SG voting?

· Nick: if no opposition, we will make dining hall the topic of the next survey.

· Remsen:  you can make it about “dining services” to accommodate input about the pub etc, also.

· What is a good way to keep senators involved with whats going on in senate?

· We can create a text message system so that committees etc. can communicate via text.

· There is a similar system with e-mails.

· We should not rely too much on the text message system, but it could be a good and fast way to spread information.

· Diana: I am against it because it is not professional.

· Abhi: does a specific provider do this?

· Nick: Google does it.

· Nick: what do you think the reason is that senators are not up to date with SG info?

· Remsen: they may just be lazy, the information is available for all.

· Diana: not paying attention during senate meetings.

· Talking to Shweta about how to help student orgs with funding.
Let nick know if you have suggestions.
Legislative Affairs Committee: 
· Richardson City Council Liaison: Updates?

· First Committee meeting occurred! Report attached.
· We are doing research on the green fee bill in conjunction with the sustainability committee.

· We have narrowed bills down to 15 bills that effect our university. Yash can put links to these online.
· E-mailing reps: will be sending a template to EC within next two days
· Let them know what we want done next session.
Graduate & International Student Affairs Committee:
· Report on meeting with Dr. Cunningham
· He was very receptive of the idea of having graduate housing.

· Some of the points that were brought up.

· How can we go about convincing housing management entities of the project?

· They are lookin for profits.

· There are a lot of people living illegally in Waterview. How can we approach this problem?

· Diana: those people do not exist on record.

· Bryan: a lot of the people living together like this are spouses.

· Abhi: there is no allowance for this either.

· Diana: residential affairs needs to do research on this issue, the laws pertaining to it, and a possible solution.

· Bryan: our first step in grad housing is gaining support from housing associations and people. We could do a survey.

· Abhi: we can keep this survey out for a little while, like a week or so, to get as much feedback as possible.

· Bryan: Dean Cunningham does not have a list serve of graduate students; so we need to find effective ways of advertising it.

· Abhi: should we consider buying an ad in the mercury?

· Abhi: we have no student opinion on this issue yet.

· Remsen: you can consider talking to P.A.’s who can relay survey to grad students.

· Nick: there are no PA’s in waterview.

· Remsen: it will still give us a certain constituency.

· Bryan: by the end of this, we want to submit a formal, precise report to Dr. Daniels.

· Abhi: we can email you Dean Cunninghams report from 2006 about having housing for Grad students.

· Abhi: if everyone thinks it is worthwhile, we will pursue having an ad in the mercury.

· Diana: do you think a link on an ad in the mercury will be effective?

· Remsen: we do not want to throw too many surveys at the students.

· Bryan: this survey will be coming from Dean Cunningham’s office.

· Bryan: can we get this on the mercury’s online poll? How do you feel about grad housing?

· Diana: Bryan, have one of your committee members contact Lauren from the mercury to see if that is a possibility.
· International Student Organization Lunch Discussion
· Did you talk to people in dining hall about having the meeting there?

· Diana: what they can do for us is give us a square area with tables, and they can close that off for the purpose of the meeting.

· Do you think I should include all people from my committee?

· Diana: just one rep.

Residential Student Affairs Committee: 

· Focus Group Allocation
· Focus group for graduate housing.

· Preferably a big focus group.

· We can look into this later, since we are looking into advertising.

· I am looking for $150.00 for a focus group meeting, for snacks like fruits and vegetables.

· We are expecting about 50 people in the focus group.

· Diana: too early to consider allocating funds for this purpose.
Student Affairs Committee: 

· Emergency Preparedness Fair booth
· There will be food there.

· It is not necessary to have popcorn and/or snowcones.

· It could be a good idea to put out literature on safety.

· Nick: are they going to have some give-aways?

· Alex: there will be raffles for radios and first aid kits, but no give-aways right there.

· Sara: we could consider giving out band-aids.

· Nick: it may be better if we raffle off 15 safety kits or so.

· Diana: we do not want to do the same things as the others there at the meeting.

· Alex: the fair is on the 23rd; we can plan for if or if not money is allocated for SG presence at the event.

· Alex: David Lamia said to do anything to attract people.
· Know Your Rights Day
· October 7th at 6:00PM
· Will it be feasible to have people from Richardson police to come out?
· Diana: we would first need to confirm it with UTD Police.
· Nick: I wonder how open Richardson police will be to give out information.
· Last year Sgt. Bauer said how not to be caught by him.
· Nick: having Sgt. Bauer there is a must.
· Emily: We can have a booth to register voters.
· Remsen: we can have a special session for international students at know your rights day. Describe their rights to them.
· Abhi: I have been wanting to discuss this. There are many laws that pertain to international students that they should be made aware of. We can have advisors come out to speak.
· Nick: this is about actually knowing about your civil liberties and not necessarily just a description of the first ten amendments.
· Alex: will be in the one big auditorium in the conference center.
· Nick: we need to fill up the room, because that big room looks really bad when it;s empty.
· Sara: it’s not as fun, consider fixing the lighting in that room.
· Remsen: consider entertainment, like a comedian to go over rights.
· Diana: we had about 20 people last year.
· Sara: should we consider reorganizing since last year turn out wasn’t too great?
· Diana: that is definitely something to consider.
· Nick: 6PM is not the greatest time. We should consider pushing back the date and/or time.
· Sara: this is something SG prides itself in doing. Should we have a committee to see how we can make event better.
· Abhi: the student affairs committee is responsible for that.
· Nick: we can consider co-sponsoring this with SUAAB.
· Alex: got an email from student. Has 34 enrolled in a class in a room that seats 28 or 29.
· Diana: talk to Patty.
Technology Committee: 
· Senator Testimonials with UTD-TV
· UTD TV agreed to do this.

· How should we select senators who will do this?

· Emily: If we do it this week, we can have it on the next session of UTD TV.

· Diana: not enough time to communicate it to senators.

· Diana: it should not be random.

· Diana: we can turn in recommendations of senators and create a script of some sort.

· Yash: How many testimonials should be put up on the website?

· Diana: film them at once and put them up at different times.

· Yash: we could use the focus group questions that patty sent out.

· Diana: that is a good idea.
· Printing shirts for committee
· Committees will be responsible for cost.

· Bryan: I think we cannot, by constitution, conduct online elections.

· Diana: there is not enough time to have online voting for this coming election.

· Nick: our committee’s biggest goal is to have 1000 people vote in the next election. We need to get people caring about everything that we are doing.

Old Business: NONE
New Business: NONE
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Adjournment: 6:47 PM
