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This course examines the changing nature of Texas’ political economy by exploring the state’s political structures and policy problems.  The course presents unique learning opportunities for students by providing them with direct access to Texas leaders who will give personal insights in lectures to the class.  This course can be taken for regular credit, as a Government Honors credit or for upper division CV credit.  Any student is eligible to take the course provided that they are in good standing (GPA) and receive the permission of the instructor.  The small enrollment (capped at 25) insures that the student will receive a unique educational experience with personalized instruction on the course projects.  In addition, this course is closely linked to UTD’s Center for the Study of Texas Politics and as such, students enrolled in this course will have the opportunity to meet multiple state leaders over the course of the semester.  

Evaluation:  

1. Exam 1- An in class exam (20%)

2. Exam 2- A Take Home essay (20%)

3. A Policy Paper- Students will examine a policy problem confronting Texas.  The topic will be determined by the student and approved by the professor.  This paper is approximately 10 pages in length.  Rough drafts may be turned in early for evaluation and feedback.  (20%)

4. The Texas Primary Essay- Students have one of two options for this paper.  You may either write a report on the results of the Texas Primary Elections held on March 4 (at least 7 pages) or they may volunteer to work on a primary campaign and write a 5-page paper about that experience. (20%) 

5. Attendance and Participation- (20%) Half of this portion of the grade is determined by attendance and the other half is linked to participation in the forums with state leaders.

Text: 

Practicing Texas Politics, 13th edition.  Lyle Brown, et al.  Houghton Mifflin 2006.

Reserve Reading packets available in my office. 

Course Outline:

Topics






Reading Assignment

1-8 Introduction






1-10
Texas Political Culture



Brown- 1

1-15
The Economy 




Brown- 11

1-17
The Constitution




Brown- 2

1-22
Topic Selections


1-24
Parties and Interest Groups


Brown 4, 6

1-29
Exam 1

1-31
Topic Meetings

2-5
SPEAKER 1- Pete Gallego (D-Alpine)

 “Diversity in a Changing Texas”

2-7
Topic Meetings

2-12
SPEAKER 2-Warren Chisum (R- Pampa) “Appropriations in Texas”

2-14
SPEAKER 3- Linda Harper-Brown (R- Irving) “Transportation”

2-19
Voting and Elections in Texas


Brown 5

2-21 
The Texas Primary

2-26
Examining the Campaigns

2-28
Paper Work/Meetings

3-4
The Primary Campaign Work

3-6
The Primary Campaign Work

Spring Break

3-18
The Legislature (Primary Paper Due)

Brown 7

3-20
The Legislature




Reserve 1

3-25
The Governor




Brown 8

3-27
The Courts





Brown 10

4-1
Paper Meetings

4-3
Policy Lecture 1 (Take Home Due)

Reserve 2

4-8
Policy Lecture 2




Reserve 3

4-10
SPEAKER 4- Jim Jackson (R-Dallas)  “Health Policy in Texas”

4-15
SPEAKER 5- Jim Keffer (R-Eastland) “Taxes in the Texas House”

4-17
SPEAKER 6- Helen Giddings (D-Desoto) “Higher Education”

4-22
Summary

4-24
Policy Paper Due

