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A Tribute to Dr. James Robert Johnson (aka Dr. Bob) 

 

1951-2013 

 

Taken from the Eulogy delivered by Dr. Bhavani Thuraisingham on March 3, 2013 at 

the Memorial Service at the First United Methodist Church, Plano TX. 

 
 

It is with great sadness that I speak these words today. I met Dr. Bob eight years ago short-

ly after I joined the University of Texas at Dallas (UTD) and I have had the privilege of col-

laborating with him.   

 

Dr. Bob is truly unique and unparalleled in his research work. So what does he do? He 

takes a problem - example finding the bad guys from massive amounts of data - say from 

newspapers, videos and the Internet, extracts the concepts – e.g., the terrorists and crimi-

nals - and the relationships between the terrorists and criminals - who is going with whom, 

when, where and why-  based on fundamental scientific principles.  Then he designs, imple-

ments and deploys the systems - Why? To keep us safe from the terrorists and criminals.  

 

In my 28 years of working in cyber security and data analytics - and I have been around - at 

Honeywell in Minneapolis, MITRE in Boston, the National Science Foundation in Washing-

ton DC and now at UTD - I have never seen anyone more brilliant than Dr. Bob in solving 

critical problems for our nation. His passing away is a tremendous loss to the security and 

information sciences communities and to our nation. He will be sadly missed by all his col-

leagues. Although it will be extremely hard, since no one can fill his shoes, we will try our 

best to continue with Dr. Bob's work and mission. Our team at UTD is very grateful to Dr. 

Bob for sharing his knowledge with us and we have learnt so much from him. We will be 

publishing a monograph honoring Dr. Bob's work.  

 

What is also remarkable about Dr. Bob is his humility. He has never boasted about his bril-

liance or who he was.  

 

I thank Dr. Bob's family, especially his wife and our collaborator Ms Anita Miller and his 

father the Hon. Congressman Sam Johnson, for giving me this opportunity to speak these 

words at this memorial service.  We will always remember Dr. Bob in our prayers.    


