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Outline 

• Part I of the presentation will discuss how I met Prof. CV Ramamoorthy (aka 

Prof. Ram) and my interactions with him from 1983 to 1989 during my 

Control Data and Honeywell years. 

• Part II of the presentation will discuss my interactions with Prof. Ram from 

1989 to 2001 during my MITRE years. 

• Part III of the presentation will discuss my interactions with Prof. Ram from 

2001 to 2004 during my NSF years. 

• Part IV of the presentation will discuss my interactions with Prof. Ram from 

2001 to 2016 during my UT Dallas years. 

• Part V of the presentation will discuss what I have learned from Prof. Ram 

and how we can continue with his legacy. 

• Acknowledgements: Thanks to all who have helped to make this event 

possible, especially Dr. Philip Sheu for keeping us all informed about Prof. 

Ram’s last days and for being the main organizer of this event.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Part I 

1983 - 1989 
My Years in the Commercial Industry 
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My Introduction to Prof. Ram 
• Prof. Ram visited University of Minnesota to deliver a series of guest lectures in 

Fall 1983. 

• I had just completed two years as visiting faculty at U of MN conducting 

research with (the late) Prof. Marion Pour-El on Algorithmic Information Theory 

and was about to join Control Data Corporation in November 1983. 

• I was taking classes in computer science to learn about computer systems 

(after a PhD in Theory of Computation) and so this seminar class with Prof. Ram 

was the last class I needed to get a MS in CS. 

• I met Prof. Ram on October 11, 1983 and he inspired me from the very moment I 

met him.  

• He was not only an excellent teacher, but he also took an interest in the career 

progression of everyone in the class. 

• His lectures were on software reliability and those initial lectures helped me to 

understand the field and I would publish a paper in the IEEE Transactions on 

Reliability 25+ years later.  
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Interactions 1983-1989 
• I worked at Control Data from November 1983 until January 1986 on the CDCNET 

product which was released in December 1985; Prof. Ram’s lectures helped to 

write reliable and quality software.  

• I became an adjunct professor in Fall 1984 at U of MN, and began a collaboration 

with Prof. Wei-Tek Tsai who joined U of MN in Fall 1985. 

• Our initial research was on fault tolerant distributed systems and this work was 

published in IEEE Transactions on Software Engineering and IEEE Local Area 

Network Conference.   

• I kept in touch with Prof. Ram since I first met him and sent him copies of my 

papers via US mail as email was just beginning at that time. 

• I joined Honeywell in January 1986 and started working in Data Security as well 

as conducting joint research with Prof. Tsai also in data security.  

• I called Prof. Ram in February 1986 and mentioned to him that I was now at 

Honeywell and he started mentoring me in my career; I met him briefly at IEEE 

Security and Privacy Conference in Oakland in April 1986.  

 

 

 

 

 



Part II 

1989 - 2001 
MITRE Years 
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Interactions 1989-1993 
• After the completion of the Lock Data Views project as well as some 

other initiatives at Honeywell, I joined MITRE in January 1989.  

• I would meet Prof. Ram next in IEEE ICDE (I was on a panel in data 

security) at the Los Angeles Airport Hilton in February 1990; he 

introduced me to Prof. Ben Wah at that conference.  

• I had interacted with Prof. Wah as he had accepted my paper on Lock 

Data Views to be published in IEEE TKDE the previous year.  

• After the meeting at ICDE, Prof. Ram and I talked around once every 

few months and he started mentoring me in my career. 

• I would meet him next at IEEE COMPSAC in October 1993 in Phoenix 

AZ; that was also the time I got to be friends with Prof. Steve Yau. 

• We had discussed about me joining the editorial board of IEEE TKDE 

and Prof. Ram suggested that I first edit a special issue.  
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Interactions 1993 - 1997 
• I successfully edited the special issue in database security in IEEE TKDE 

that was published in February 1996 and was appointed a member of the 

editorial board by Prof. Wah in October 1996.  

• Prof. Ram and I kept in close contact from then on and talked a least once 

every two months since December 1993.  

• In July 1994 there was an issue at work as a colleague and I were 

competing for a prestigious position at MITRE. 

• Prof. Ram talked to me for several hours and we formulated a strategy and 

I successfully executed the strategy; I got the position which enhanced my 

career a great deal.  

• Then in September 1996 while I was at VLDB in Mumbai India, I had a voice 

mail message from Prof. Ram  encouraging me to get nominated for the 

IEEE Technical Achievement Award; I called him and mentioned that I will 

follow up when I got back.  

• I got nominated and received the award at IEEE COMPSAC in August 1997.  
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Interactions 1997-1998 
• Receiving the IEEE CS Technical Achievement Award was a major breakthrough in 

my career. 

• COMPSAC event in 1997 was wonderful with so many good friends: Prof. Ram, 

Prof. Yau, Prof. Wah, Prof. Kim and Prof. Bastani, among others. 

• In November 1997 I attended ICTAI and saw Prof. Ram and met Mrs. Ram for the 

first time. We had a wonderful time in Newport Beach.  

• I was invited by Prof. Yau to chair COMPSAC 1998 and met Prof. Ram next in March 

1998 when we both attended the event for Prof. Yau after the COMPSAC PC meeting 

in the San Jose area.  

• Prof. Ram encouraged me to apply for IEEE Fellow which I did. 

• When I visited Prof. Ichikawa in Hiroshima soon after ISORC 1998 in Kyoto in April 

1998, Prof. Ishikawa delivered the bad news; I was not eligible to be IEEE Fellow as 

I had not been a IEEE member for five years (only a Computer Society member).  

• I called Prof. Ram that evening and he said four more years is not long to wait.  
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Interactions 1998-2001 
• We would meet next in Taipei, Taiwan at IEEE ICTAI in November 1998. I was so 

happy that my husband got to meet Prof. Ram at that event. 

• We all met again at ISADS in Tokyo in March 1999; at that event Prof. Ram 

encouraged me to chair ISADS 2001 which I did in Dallas, TX. Never did I 

imagine that I would move to Dallas within four years.  

• Prof. Ram was giving me so much advice during those years. I was a 

department head at MITRE at that time and in 1999 I wanted to get back into 

technical work supporting the Department of Treasury which helped my career a 

lot. 

• I would meet Prof. Ram at conferences between 1998 and 2001 many times and 

every time I met him I felt so motivated with my work. 

• I also attended Prof. Ram’s daughter Dr. Sonia’s wedding in San Diego in 

September 1999. 

• Then in February 2001 I had an opportunity to be a program director at NSF and 

I turned to Prof. Ram again for advice. After getting his advice, I said yes to NSF.  



Part III 

2001 - 2004 
NSF Years 
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Interactions 2001-2004 
• I joined NSF in October 2001 and these were such enjoyable years. 

• A attended Prof. Ram’s daughter Ms Maya’s wedding in Sonoma in  May 2002.  

• I would meet Prof. Ram at many events including IEEE ICTAI in 2002 when he 

encouraged me to consider academic opportunities. 

• Thanks to Prof. Ram in January 2003 I was elected an IEEE Fellow. 

• Prof. Ram talked to Prof. Oscar Garcia and urged him to consider me for a 

position at Wright State University; I interviewed at WSU in February 2003 and 

Prof. Garcia offered me a position. 

• But unfortunately Prof. Garcia left for UNT as Dean and therefore I did not want to 

join Wright State without Prof. Garcia being there. 

• I decided to stay at NSF for one ore year and Prof. Ram talked to Prof. Bastani and 

Prof Yen to consider me at UTD; I am so grateful to Prof. Ram, Prof. Bastani and 

Prof. Yen to have given me the opportunity to join UTD. 

• I joined UTD in October 2004 and have had such a rewarding career since then.  



Part IV 

2004 - 2016 
UT Dallas Years  
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Interactions 2004-2008 
• It was not easy in an academic job 24 years after my PhD; I joined as a tenured 

professor and director of the Cyber Security Research Center.  

• Every time I was frustrated I talked to Prof. Ram and he motivated me. 

• After a year of coming to UTD, I got my fist grant from AFOSR for 300K in October 

2005. 

• Then we all met at Prof. Ram’s 80th Birthday event in May 2006 which was so 

memorable. 

• After 3 years of joining, my team of four had gotten $1M in funding.  

• Then in Fall 2007 we really started flourishing with substantial funding including 

MURI, NSF CAREER, AFOSR YIP and many more. 

• In July 2008 I had a meeting in the Oakland area and I visited Prof. Ram’s home 

and had dinner with Prof. Ram and Mrs. Ram at a Chinese Restaurant. We had a 

wonderful evening.  

 

 

 



FEARLESS engineering 

Interactions 2008-2012 

• Prof. Ram continued to help me in my career and I talked to him at least once a 

month informing him of the developments. 

• When I got my chaired professor position at UT Dallas in 2010 Prof. Ram was the 

first to know.   

• We all met at a very sad occasion – Workshop to Honor Prof. Kane Kim who was 

very ill in hospital; Prof. Ram, Mrs. Ram and many good friends visited Prof. Kim 

in the hospital in Irvine in March 2011. 

• Thanks to Prof. Ram I got many more awards including SDPS Fellow in 2011. 

• We then celebrated the late Prof. Kim’s life in Jeju Island at SDPS in June 2011 

when I received the SDPS Fellow; then we celebrated Prof. Oscar Garcia’s 

birthday party in Denton TX. 

• In February 2012 Prof. Ram visited us at UT Dallas for my chaired professor 

ceremony; my husband said he had such a good time with Prof. Ram. 

• In June 2012 Prof. Ram helped me again and this time nominated me for the 

SDPS Transformative Achievement Gold Medal which I received in Berlin. 
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Interactions 2012-2016 
• Thanks to Prof. Ram, the awards I received because of his help resulted in many 

more awards including IEEE ISI Research Leadership Award, ACM SIGSAC 

Outstanding Contributions Awards, IRI Fellow, AAAS Fellow, BCS Fellow, IRI 

Research Leadership Award, and AFCEA Medal of Merit.  

• I continued to talk to him at least once a month and he continued to give me advice. 

• In February 2014 I had major surgery (for a minor condition) and Prof. Ram and Mrs. 

Ram were wonderful to me. He urged me to talk to Dr. Sonia which I did and after 

talking to her I felt relieved as she said the condition I had was very common in 

women.  

• In July 2014 my husband and I visited San Francisco and were supposed to visit 

Prof. Ram on July 15 but unfortunately the roads to his home were blocked during 

that time and it was not possible to visit him; We postponed the visit to July 19 after 

my board meeting in Sonoma. However a couple of days prior Mrs Ram had a fall 

and was very ill and therefore we had to cancel our trip. I am very sad to this day 

when I think of it.  

• In 2015 I had some new opportunities and Prof. Ram always encouraged me to take 

on new challenges.  

• We were devastated when we heard the news that Prof. Ram was ill in October 2015 

and then he passed away in March 2016; we continue to pray for him to this day. 

 

 

 



Part V 

The Future? 

2016 -  
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What have I learned from Prof. Ram? 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

• Technical Excellence: Prof. Ram has instilled in all of us to excel 

technically.  

• Mentorship: Over the years I have learned from Prof. Ram and 

have become a strong mentor to several women and junior faculty. 

• Leadership: Every step of the way Prof. Ram has encouraged me 

to be a leader in the field. 

• Helping others: Prof. Ram is second to none in building 

communities and helping others. By talking to him frequently I 

have learned to give to others. 

• Say good things about others: During the past 33 years I have 

known Prof. Ram I have never heard him say a bad word about 

anyone; this is something I am still learning to do. 
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Where do we go from here? 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

• I cannot imagine a future without Prof. Ram, but we have to keep 

his memory going. 

• Each time I have to make a decision I say to myself what would 

Prof. Ram say? I still hear him talking to me.  

• Prof. Ram has left a legacy that is unparalleled and for this we are 

very grateful. 

• We will continue to keep his memory alive and I am looking 

forward to attending this event every year. 

• We are very grateful to Prof. Ram’s family for giving us Prof. Ram. 

• The world has definitely been a better place with Prof. Ram.  

• I am even more motivated and will continue to work hard so that 

Prof. Ram can be proud of me from Heaven.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


