
lex: A program that takes lexical definitions as input and 
generates a scanner (token recognizer). 
 

 
 
 
• Scanner generation 

– lex lex.l 
• you can also use flex, a new version of lex 

– a C file “lex.yy.c” is generated 
• Compile 

– cc lex.yy.c -o executable –ll 
– the output is the scanner 



A lex input file has the following format 
 
%{ program related definitions %} 
RE related definitions 
 
%% 
Translation rules 

• RE patterns {actions in C} 
• yytext: a global variable points to the text string  
• can be passed directly to parser 

%% 
Auxiliary functions (can call these functions in actions) 
 



 


