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HUSL 7334 Assignments, Fall 2009
NOTE: Please upload using the Choices portal or e-mail assignments (as attachments) before midnight by the assignment due date. Assignments received after 12:00 a.m. (midnight) will be considered late.

Community Writing
Due Date: 11-September 2009 by 11:59 p.m.
Length:  750-1000 words (not including Works Cited) in MLA format, 11 or 12-point font 
In Chapter 5 of Choices, you learned that you are a member of several communities. These communities can range from very broad classifications like your status as a student at this university, or the very specific like your participation in an activist group that supports a local cause. The Community Writing assignment asks you to think critically about the communities of which you are a part and to select a community that you can discuss with some competence. Once you have selected a community, identify a problem within that community and then form an opinion about the problem. From this opinion form a thesis statement, and use ethos, pathos, and logos to persuade your audience to agree with your thesis. Topics may take the form of (but are not limited to) the options listed below:

Option I: Identify a problem within your selected community and propose action(s) that might solve it.

Option II: The general public may not feel that belonging to your community is beneficial to either its members or outsiders. Taking the stance that membership in your community is beneficial, argue how and why.

Option III: Identify a visual or compose a slogan that encapsulates your communities’ goals and ideals. Explain how the visual or slogan is suitable for your community.

For examples of community writing, peruse the forums, blogs, and online magazines associated with your community. These texts will not only inform you about issues related to your community, but may also give you some idea of style.  You should adapt your writing to your intended audience.  The style of this essay may be informal, but should be free of technical errors.  This essay asks you about your own experiences, and therefore should not require you to do much research or rely on the ideas of others.  If you choose to use outside sources, you must include a Works Cited page in MLA format.

Below are the URLs of a few examples:

http://media.www.utdmercury.com/media/storage/paper691/news/2009/02/09/Opinion/Professors.Can.Prevent.Another.Textbook.Fleecing-3618684.shtml 

http://www.randsinrepose.com/archives/2007/11/11/the_nerd_handbook.html 

http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=women-tenured-science-professors 


Media Critique

Due Date: 2-October 2009
Length: 1000-1250 words (not including Works Cited) in MLA format, 11 or 12-point font
Choices defines the term cultural myth as “…the idea that complex meanings have become attached to certain symbols, characters, settings, or narratives” (80). Keeping this in mind, the Media Critique assignment asks you to pick a film with which you are familiar—an old favorite or one that you have seen recently—and identify a cultural myth within it. In this essay, you must identify and describe the cultural myth in the film that you have chosen, write a thesis statement that hypothesizes on how the cultural myth is used (in moving the plot forward, defining a character, or in product placement), and then support this thesis using ethos, pathos, logos, examples from the film, and appropriate film terms (defined below).

You do not have the space to fully elaborate on the cultural myths of the entire film; you must pick one or two sequences (defined below) to analyze. This essay should be completed in a formal tone. Imagine that you are writing this essay to be included in a major magazine or an academic publication. The final draft of this essay should be free of technical errors. Also, keep in mind that some films may not be suitable for this assignment. For instance, a romantic comedy may not work with Option I, but may work well for the second and third options. If you are unsure whether your film will work for the Media Critique, ask your instructor. Topics may take the form of (but are not limited to) the options listed below:

Option I: Identify how artistic elements of the film support or subvert the cultural myth. Artistic elements are defined here as color, character development, setting, sound, and editing.

Option II: Identify a film in which you have noticed a lot of product placement, and then identify how the cultural myths of the film or the product itself alter the meaning of the film or the perception of the product.

Option III: Find a film that either has no product placement, or in which product placement exists in a pivotal scene or sequence. Change or insert either an existing product or one you have created and then, after inserting the product, hypothesize the meaning of the scene or sequence. This option requires that your visual show an edited still from the film with the product creatively displayed.
The following are a few terms that will help you critique a film:

Frame: What is encompassed by the shot. Other objects can also act as “frames,” such as mirrors, windows, and doors.

Shot: Each movement of the camera within a scene.

Scene: An action (created by a series of shots) that takes place in one place at one time.

Sequence: A series of scenes that are interwoven and lead to a development in the plot of a film.


Academic Essay

Due: 23-October 2009

Length: 1500-2000 words (not including Works Cited) in MLA format, 11- or 12-point font, double-spaced
Source limit: Three (3) scholarly and two (2) popular sources (5 sources total)

You must include a “Works Cited” page and use correct MLA format for in-text (parenthetical) citations.

In this assignment, write an essay that examines an issue of importance within your academic discipline.  You will be graded on your ability to present an informed, effective argument that demonstrates your understanding of the subject, displays your research into its issues, effectively uses source material (in summary, paraphrase, and cogent quotations), and reaches logical, substantiated conclusions based on well organized and subordinated claims.


Teaching Presentations
Due: Month of November, 2009
This semester, you will teach a lesson as you would to any class of first-year students (i.e., imagine me and graduate student peers as your students). You should prepare visual aids and activities as well as a one to two-page summary (for me) that identifies objectives for the lesson, activities, and rationales for activities and lesson content.

You may choose whatever subject you wish; I would prefer, however, that not everyone taught the same subject. You might choose to teach, for example, the Toulmin Method for argumentation, two to three readings related to a particular theme, or the visual rhetoric essay. Regardless, you may teach whatever you choose.
I will evaluate your teaching presentation based upon your ability to help us (your “students”) make connections between concepts as well as your ability to communicate effectively with the class. The structure of the lesson is very important. Make certain your presentation is clearly organized with an introduction, content, activity to reinforce learning, and a closing. 


Teaching Portfolio/Casebook
Due: 4-December 2009
The Teaching Portfolio/Casebook assignment represents the culminating project in HUSL 7334. This semester, you will design your ideal first-year composition course, and your syllabus will include your course’s goals/objectives, activities, assignments, and readings. You may construct a first-semester, first-year course, although we do not teach a RHET 1301, for example, at UTD. Regardless, you must design a composition course (no upper-division writing courses, literature courses, or high school AP classes).
Three major parts will comprise your portfolio/casebook: a statement of teaching philosophy, syllabus and course design, and assignment descriptions and activities.
Part I: Statement of Teaching Philosophy
Length: 500-750 words, 11 or 12-point font

Many job descriptions will ask you to provide a statement of your teaching philosophy as part of your application materials. Simply stated, a statement of teaching philosophy conveys what you believe about teaching and how those beliefs guide your approach to the classroom. For this assignment, you will prepare a statement of your teaching philosophy as informed by existing scholarship in composition and rhetoric; as teachers of first-year writing, you should ground your philosophy in the composition literature. You may also position yourself as a “feminist” pedagogue or embrace a “cultural studies/critical inquiry” approach to teaching, but I do not mean to suggest that you must totally agree with one particular philosophy of composition/rhetoric pedagogy. If you find yourself departing from conventional or established (whatever that may be) thinking about composition/rhetoric pedagogy, then you can most certainly articulate that departure in your philosophy. Rationales are important; explain to me why you believe what you believe and why you do what you do. Support those explanations with good reasoning and justifications.

Other Resources:
Center for Excellence in Teaching and Learning, Iowa State University (http://www.celt.iastate.edu/teaching/philosophy.html)

Schreyer Institute for Teaching Excellence, Penn State University

(http://www.schreyerinstitute.psu.edu/Tools/Philosophy/)
Part II: Syllabus and Course Design
Your syllabus should include the following:

· Introduction to the syllabus: rationales for approach, assignments, and activities – How will your course fulfill the stated objectives? Reflect your philosophy of teaching?
· Course description

· Course objectives (three, at minimum) – How will you measure or assess each objective? You should write student-centered objectives focused on students’ mastery of a particular skill. 
· Your contact information (telephone number, e-mail address, office hours)

· Course title (title might reflect a thematic approach)

· Policies (e.g., attendance, consequences for late work and excessive absences)

· Schedule (based on UTD Spring 2010 schedule)

· Textbooks and materials
· Grading methodology (e.g., grading scale, portfolio, holistic evaluation)

· Criteria for evaluation
Part III: Assignment Descriptions and Activities
Your syllabus should include at least three major essay assignment descriptions as well as three to five class activities. You should also introduce this section with a description of these activities as well as a rationale for each activity.

Blog/Online Responses

Due: weekly
Length: varies

You will post at least one (1) response per week reacting to class discussions and readings. The only requirement for these posts is that you must offer a critical and thoughtful response to course content. Otherwise, you may feel free to comment and critique however you deem appropriate and beneficial, and ideally, the posts will inspire and encourage an on-line, asynchronous dialogue outside of the physical classroom environment.

Dr. John Gooch, Fall 2009




