
What is Plagiarism 
 

 
Many people think of plagiarism as copying another’s work, or borrowing 

someone else’s original ideas.  But terms like “copying” and “borrowing” can disguise 
the seriousness of the offense: 

 
 According to the Merriam-Webster OnLine Dictionary, to “plagiarize” means 

1) to steal and pass off (the ideas or words of 
another) as one's own  

2) to use (another's production) without crediting the 
source 

3) to commit literary theft  
4) to present as new and original an idea or product 

derived from an existing source.   
 
In other words, plagiarism is an act of fraud.  It involves both stealing someone 

else’s work and lying about it afterward.   
 
But can words and ideas really be stolen?      
 
According to U.S. law, the answer is yes.  In the United States and   

 many other countries, the expression of original ideas is considered    
intellectual property, and is protected by copyright laws, just like original            
inventions.  Almost all forms of expression fall under copyright protection  
as long as they are recorded in some media (such as a book or a computer file).   
All of the following are considered plagiarism: 

 
• turning in someone else’s work as your own 
• copying words or ideas from someone else without giving credit 
• failing to put a quotation in quotation marks 
• giving incorrect information about the source of a quotation 
• changing words but copying the sentence structure of a source without 

giving credit 
• copying so many words or ideas from a source that it makes up the 

majority of your work, whether you give credit or not (see our section on 
“fair use” rules) 

 
Attention!  Changing the words of an original source is not sufficient to 

prevent plagiarism.  If you have retained the essential idea of an original source, and 
have not cited it, then no matter how drastically you may have altered its context or 
presentation, you have still plagiarized. 
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Most cases of plagiarism can be avoided, however, by citing sources.  Simply 
acknowledging that certain material has been borrowed, and providing your audience 
with the information necessary to find that source, is usually enough to prevent 
plagiarism. Give credit where credit is due. 

 
For an article review, you are purposefully paraphrasing one specific article for 

credit on a class assignment. While it is acceptable to interpret the authors’ intentions 
and words, it is not acceptable to copy from the article verbatim.  This is a form of 
academic dishonesty since you are portraying that these ideas and thoughts are your 
own.  The purpose of this exercise is for you to read and comprehend what the 
various parts of the article are discussing.  The idea of an article review is that you 
have an understanding of the key elements of the article and that you are able to 
articulate these points.  Typically this information is gained from the literature 
review, methods, analyses, and conclusion sections of the article.  Unless the 
instructor says that it is acceptable to copy word-for-word, you should NEVER 
assume that it is okay to copy any form of any article without proper 
acknowledgement.  To copy verbatim is to PLAGARIZE and cheat on the 
assignment. This is a serious offense and one that typically receives swift and harsh 
punishment throughout academia.   

 
For article reviews, there are several general rules: 

• no quotes 
• no copying or pasting of sentences or answers from the article directly 
• do not cite other sources 
• use complete sentences 
• use grammar and spell check 
• use clear formatting to separate your answers for each part of the review 
• use large 12 point font 
• do not copy from another student’s review 
• do thoughtful, original writing showing your abilities and workmanship 
• do ask questions before the due date of the assignment 

 
Academic dishonesty comes in many forms, yet is equally serious regardless of the type 
of impropriety committed.  As a student, you may be held responsible for another student 
copying and submitting YOUR work as their own. Be cautious in sharing your 
assignments and in study groups.  Academic dishonesty is cheating.  
 
In the university system, it is grounds for expulsion and in the department it is grounds 
for dismissal from the program.  YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR DOING YOUR 
OWN WORK AND YOU OWN THE WORK YOU DO.  DO NOT GAMBLE 
YOUR ACADEMIC FUTURE AND PAST WORK BY COPYING FROM 
ANOTHER STUDENT, A DATABASE, FROM THE COMPUTER, OR FROM 
ANY OTHER WORK.    
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This information was given to the class the first day from your syllabus, but I want to 
reiterate it again now. 
 
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY POLICY:  The field of criminology/criminal justice is 
based upon the integrity of those people working in it.  It is assumed that students taking 
this class will live up to the highest levels of academic honesty.  If the instructor has 
reason to believe a student is cheating or being academically dishonest in any way, any 
and all procedures available to the instructor will be instituted to have the student 
dismissed from the program and/or the University (see current University Catalog).  An 
“FF” received as a result of academic dishonesty puts you on Academic Warning for the 
remainder of your time at USF.  A class in which you receive an “FF” as a result of 
academic dishonesty is not repeatable.  
 
Please do not risk your futures and take academic dishonesty very seriously. 


